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30Mar. A lucky break sees Antonelli become youngest F1 championship leader 

 एक           क     ए                      F1                

 The 19-year-old Mercedes driver takes advantage of a mid-race safety car to leapfrog into 
the lead after a dreadful start from pole position. 

 19                          स           आए      क                             स       

   आ                स      

 Mercedes‟ Kimi Antonelli won the Japanese Grand Prix on Sunday for his second straight 
victory, as the 19-year-old Italian became the youngest driver in Formula One history to lead 

the world championship standings. 

         क   क   ए                                       ,                  स         , औ  19 

                                                                स स                  ए  

 Antonelli took advantage of a mid-race safety car to leapfrog into the lead after a dreadful 
start from pole position and led home McLaren‟s Oscar Piastri by 13.722sec with Ferrari‟s 
Charles Leclerc a further 1.548sec back in third. 

 ए             स           आए      क                             स          आ             

   स     औ    क      क  ऑ             13.722 स     स       ,             क       

      1.548 स            स               

 He moved up to 72 points and leads the championship by nine points after three races, 
building on the first Grand Prix win of his career two weeks ago in China. 

        72           ए औ        स                           स                आ     ,    स    

                                    आ        

 ―Of course it‘s still too early to think about the championship but we‘re on a good way,‖ said 
Antonelli. 

 ए              , ―                              स               ,          स              ‖ 

 His Mercedes teammate George Russell finished fourth to drop to second in the 

championship standings on 63 points. 
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                                               औ  63          स                  स          

आ  ए  

 Leclerc is third on 49. 

       49          स     स              

 Russell battled Piastri for the lead over the first half of the race but pitted just before the 
safety car which dropped him out of contention for the win. 

  स        स         आ                     स            ए स         ,       स        स      

                                     स           ए  

 Piastri secured second in his first Grand Prix start of the season, after crashing on his way to 

the grid in the opener in Australia and missing the race in China because of a technical 
problem. 

           स                                  स          स      ,                आ     स        

        स                  औ                स              स   स              

 Piastri led for the first half of the race before the safety car gave Antonelli his chance. 

             स                         ,       स           ए                         

 McLaren‟s world champion Lando Norris was fifth ahead of Ferrari‟s Lewis Hamilton and 
Alpine‟s Pierre Gasly. 

   क      क                                         ,                  क              औ  

      क                  

 Red Bull‟s four-time world champion Max Verstappen, the winner in Japan for the past 

four years, was eighth after 

         क          क                         ,                  स                        , आ    

            

 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED     30  March  2026 

30Mar On TDP‟s 44th foundation day, leaders call for unity, continued 
development 

        क  44                           एक   औ           क   क       

 क   

30Mar Challenging times, says PM on West Asia crisis 

      ए       क       ए     क  ,                
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30Mar. On TDP‟s 44th foundation day, leaders call for unity, continued 
development 

        क  44                           एक   औ           क   क        क   

 The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) on Sunday celebrated its 44th foundation day, with leaders 

across the political spectrum extending greetings and emphasising the need to strengthen 
alliance unity for the continued development of Andhra Pradesh. 

                  (      )                   44                    ,   स                  

                          ए      औ                         स      ए        क  एक            

        आ                   

 Founded by actor turned politician N.T. Rama Rao on the plank of Telugu self-respect, 

the party has completed over four decades of a significant political journey, marked by 
electoral successes, challenges and ideological battles. 

                        ए .  .                                आ              स             

      स                                          ,           स      ,           औ          

स     स                

 Chief Minister and TDP national president N. Chandrababu Naidu, in his message, 

described the party as a reflection of the aspirations of generations of Telugu people. 

         औ                       ए .                       स                                

           आ                          

 He reiterated the party‘s commitment to the welfare of the poor and its founding principle of 
ensuring food, shelter and clothing for the underprivileged. 

                                              औ               ए     ,      औ     स       

             स                 

 Calling the foundation day a ―festival for every party worker,‖ he conveyed greetings to cadres 
across the State. 

                 स    ―                 ए ए     ‖        ए                           

        ए       

 TDP national general secretary Nara Lokesh highlighted the party‘s role in uplifting 
marginalised communities and bringing welfare-oriented governance into national 
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discourse. 

                     स           क                             औ  क   क                   

                                                  

 He said the TDP continues to strive toward making Telugu people globally prominent while 
carrying forward the ideals of its founder. 

                           स         आ       आ          ए                                  

            स           ए     

 Extending wishes on the occasion, Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister and Jana Sena 
Party (JSP) president K. Pawan Kalyan recalled the party‘s historic role in shaping the 
political landscape of undivided Andhra Pradesh. 

  स   स             ए        ए          क            औ               (  ए   )        

क .     क                                              आ                          स  

                    

 Stressing that the State‘s progress is closely tied to coalition unity, he called upon alliance 
partners to further strengthen their collective spirit. 

                                       क  एक   स         स          औ  स           स       

      क          औ                आ          
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30Mar. Challenging times, says PM on West Asia crisis 

      ए       क       ए     क  ,                

 Modi warns against politicising the issue, says the region is a major centre of India‟s 
energy needs, and due to the ongoing war, a „crisis‟ regarding petrol and diesel is 
emerging around the world 

              क         क   क              , क               क              क       क   

   औ           क  क           औ       क    क           „  क ‟            

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday noted that the situation in West Asia had created 
―challenging times‖ and called for those ―politicising‖ the issue to refrain from doing so. 

                                             ए                ―              ‖              

   औ   स         ―       क  ‖            स   स            आ          

 He cautioned Indians against believing rumours related to the crisis. 

                     स स    स                      स                       

 Speaking during his monthly Mann Ki Baat address, the Prime Minister said that following the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it was expected that the world would move forward on a path of 

renewed progress. 

         स     क                       ए                    क    -19                   

                                स                  आ          

 ―However, situations of war and conflict have continuously kept arising in different parts of 
the world,‖ he said. 

           , ―       ,                              औ                                          ‖ 

 ―At present, a fierce war has been going on in our neighbourhood for a month. 

 ―         ,          स    ए        स                      

 Millions of our family members, near and dear ones, live in these countries, especially 
working in the Gulf countries.‖ 

                      औ                           ,                                 ‖ 

Deeply grateful 

                

 ―I am deeply grateful to the Gulf countries for providing all kinds of assistance to more than 

one crore Indians there,‖ he added. 

           , ―                    आ       ,              ए       स                           

   स              ‖ 

 Mr. Modi noted that the West Asian region is a major centre of India‘s energy needs, and 
due to the ongoing war, a ―crisis‖ regarding petrol and diesel is emerging around the world. 

                        ए                                             औ                   

       औ                        ए  ―  क ‖             

 ―These certainly are challenging times,‖ he said. 

           , ―            स                    ‖ 

 ―I would once again urge all my countrymen that we must unitedly overcome this challenge. 

 ―   ए               स         स    स  आ                         स           स          

    ए  

 Those who are politicising even this issue should refrain from doing so. 

         स                   क            ,      स       स           ए  

 This is a matter concerning the interests of 140 crore countrymen; there is no place for self-
serving politics.‖ 

    140 क                      स               ;  स                     ए                 ‖ 

 ―Therefore, those who are spreading rumours are causing a major harm to the country,‖ Mr. 

Modi added. 

        आ      , ― स  ए                          ,                  स                ‖ 

 ―I would also appeal to all citizens to remain vigilant and not be misled by rumours. 

 ―   स            स                       क      औ          स                
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 Trust only the continuous information provided by the government and take action based 

only on that.‖ 

        क                                          स      औ   स     आ                   ‖ 

Key initiatives 

         

 During his address, the Prime Minister also took note of various initiatives aimed at nation-
building. 

      स                                                स                                      

 One such initiative was the Gyan Bharatam Survey aimed at collecting information about 
manuscripts across the country. 

  स     ए                        ,   स                                                 ए   

         

 ―If you have a manuscript or information about it, do share its image on the Gyan Bharatam 
App,‖ Mr. Modi said, adding, ―Information related to each entry is being verified before it is 

recorded. 

               , ―    आ      स                   सस  स                 ,     स           

      ऐ     स       ,‖ औ      , ―           स  स                           स       स      

                

 I am glad that thousands of manuscripts have been shared so far.‖ 

                                           स                  ‖ 

 Another initiative he highlighted was MY Bharat Budget Quest. 

        ए                                           

 ―It aims to connect the youth across the country with the Budget process and policy-
making,‖ the Prime Minister said. 

                , ― स                                     औ              स           ‖ 

 ―Nearly 12 lakh youth from across the country participated in the quiz.‖ 

 ―      स       12                स                 ‖ 

Sports achievements 

              

 The Prime Minister also devoted a section of his address to India‘s sporting achievements in 
the recent past. 

                  स         ए              स                                 स            

 ―When India achieved a historic victory in the T20 World Cup, a wave of joy swept across the 

country,‖ he said. 

           , ―             20     क           स         स    ,                                

   ‖ 

 ―We are all very proud of our team‘s thumping success.‖ 

 ―   स                                         स स         ‖ 

 ―Late last month, a thrilling match was witnessed in Hubli, Karnataka. 

 ―                      क    क क          ए                        

 By winning this match, the Jammu and Kashmir cricket team secured for themselves the 
Ranji Trophy,‖ he said. 

  स                 -क      क                                   ,‖             

 He remarked that this success for Jammu and Kashmir will encourage many young people 
to take up sports, adding that the people of J&K have a ―tremendous passion‖ for sports. 

                  -क          स                                  ए             औ       

   J&K                          ―           ‖     

 ―I am glad that it is now becoming a hub for major sporting events,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

               , ―                               आ                             ‖ 

 ―I hope this winning streak of J&K sports persons continues in the future.‖ 

 ―     आ         J&K                                                    ‖ 
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GS Paper II: Polity 

TOPICS COVERED     30  March  2026 

30Mar Curb unauthorised expenditure on projects, Railways directs officials 

                   क           क    ए ,             क       क        

  ए 

30Mar On Maharashtra‟s anti-conversion Bill 

        क                      क    
 
 

 

30Mar. Curb unauthorised expenditure on projects, Railways directs officials 

                   क           क    ए ,             क       क          ए 

 Expressing serious concern over the increasing instances of unauthorised expenditure 
running to thousands of crores of rupees, the Indian Railways has called for urgent 
measures to enforce financial discipline in the system. 

                              क                              ए,                          

                             ए                            

 The Railway Board has directed the General Managers of all Zonal Railways, Production 
Units, and others to initiate effective measures to curb the practice of incurring unsanctioned 
expenses in the execution of projects and subsequently getting the same approved by the 

competent authority. 

               स             ,               औ                                          
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                           क           औ          स  स            स                       

              ए              ए   

 Pointing out that the cases of unauthorised expenditure had increased in the recent past, 
the Railway Board, in a note issued on March 27, said the Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India (CAG) had highlighted the issue in various audit reports and the matter had now 
been taken up by Public Accounts Committee for review. 

           ए           स          क                             ,               27              

ए                     क       क ए               क (CAG)                          स      

            औ      स            क                 स          ए              

Financial propriety 

              

 ―If expenditure is incurred beyond the sanctioned cost and the estimate is put up for 
approval on post facto basis, scrutiny of estimate by competent authority gets by-passed 
and only option left is to sanction it as a fait accompli. 

 ―      क        स                       औ                          क    ए                

  ,    स                                                 औ        स          क               

                      

 This practice is against the spirit of financial propriety,‖ the Railway Board said. 

                                        ,‖                    

 The Union government had put various restrictions or limits on the Railway Ministry for 

sanctioning estimates in respect of variation, cost, and so on. 

 क     क                        ,         आ      स                           ए              

   स   ए           

 The practice of incurring expenditure beyond the sanctioned cost may exceed such 
restrictions and violate the guidelines of the Finance Ministry and attract criticism in audit 

reports. 

   क        स                                            स       औ                    -

                    स                          आ                 स        

 The CAG had repeatedly raised the issue of incurring expenditure beyond the sanctioned 

cost. 

 CAG       -               स                               

 Unsanctioned expenditure meant incurring expenditure on unsanctioned scope or items, 
which was not a judicious decision, the note said. 

                                                                        ,    ए       

               

 ―As soon as it becomes apparent that the expenditure on a work or project is likely to exceed 
the amount provided thereof in the detailed estimate or construction estimate, a revised 
estimate should be prepared and submitted for the sanction of the competent authority,‖ the 

Railway Board said, instructing the top officials to put in place a system to ensure that 
unsanctioned expenditure does not become a norm. 

 ―  स                ए      स                                                                 स  

                 , ए                          स                           ए                

    ए,‖                  , औ                                       स                    सस  

          स                ए  

₹9,122 crore 

 ₹9,122 क    

 The latest CAG report said during the fiscal 2023-24, the Railway Ministry had incurred an 
unauthorised expenditure of ₹9,122.24 crore involving 1999 cases. 

        CAG              स  ,         2023-24                        1999           ₹9,122.24 
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 In the previous year, it reported that a similar expense to the tune of ₹6,483 crore was 
reported in 1,932 cases. 

          , ₹6,483         स       1,932                            

 The Railways had spent ₹6,19,837.90 crore against the sanctioned grant of ₹6,47,031.69 
crore registering a net saving of ₹27,193.69 crore in 2022-23. 

          2022-23    ₹6,47,031.69                                 ₹6,19,837.90            ए, 

  सस  ₹27,193.69                            

 

 
 
 

30Mar. On Maharashtra‟s anti-conversion Bill 

        क                      क    

Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026 

                        क, 2026 

 The Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026 was passed by both Houses of the 

Maharashtra Legislature a few days ago. 

                        क, 2026                                            स                

          

 The Bill has been opposed by several civil society organisations. 

 स                   क                                

 They expressed apprehensions about the State encroaching on personal liberty. 

                                         आ              

 They claim that the Bill violates fundamental rights in the Constitution. 

                              क    क                       
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What is the Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill? 

                        क      ? 

 The Bill is de•ned as a law to protect the right to freedom of religion and prohibit unlawful 
conversion. 

              क         क     क          औ                    क            ए           

    

 It targets conversions through allurement, misrepresentation, force, undue influence, 
coercion, or fraud. 

        ,          ,   ,            ,                 स                                 

 It lays down a procedure including 60-day prior notice for conversion. 

 स                ए 60                                 

 A post-conversion declaration is also required. 

                                क     

What are the key provisions? 

                ? 

 It is mandatory for the police officer to register a complaint. 

         क         ए                             

 Complaint can be filed by the converted person or relatives (parents, siblings, etc.). 

                         क          (    -    ,    -    आ  )    स        

 Any marriage done solely for unlawful conversion will be declared null and void. 

                       ए                                 

 A petition can be filed by either party. 

 स                  क                        स        

 A child born will belong to the mother‟s religion before marriage. 

 स        स               क           स  स             

 The child will have property rights from both parents. 

                 -                    क         

 Maintenance will be provided and custody will remain with the mother, unless court decides 

otherwise. 

   -            ए   औ              क           ,                          

What punishment is proposed under the Bill? 

     क क                      ? 

 Punishment includes imprisonment up to 10 years and fine up to ₹7 lakh. 

       10      क क       औ  ₹7      क                   

 Offences will be cognisable and non-bailable. 

            औ     -              

 Unlawful conversion is punishable with up to 7 years imprisonment and ₹1 lakh fine. 

                7     क       औ  ₹1                   

 If the victim is a minor, woman, mentally unsound, SC/ST, punishment increases to 7 
years and ₹5 lakh fine. 

                 ,      ,      क                           /       स            7     

औ  ₹5                   

 Mass conversions attract similar penalties. 

      क               स              

 Repeat offenders may face 10 years imprisonment and ₹7 lakh fine. 

                          10     क       औ  ₹7                स        

 Institutions may face cancellation of registration and withdrawal of aid. 

स             क      औ                      स        

 Office-bearers may face 7 years imprisonment and ₹5 lakh fine. 

                7     क       औ  ₹5                स        
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 Victims will be entitled to rehabilitation, maintenance, and custody of children. 

                  ,    -     औ       क                         

What are the concerns raised? 

क  -क           ए            ? 

 Concerns have been raised on several grounds, including the lack of empirical evidence to 

justify such legislation. 

 स          औ         ए       क     क  क                        

 There are concerns about the social implications of the 60-day prior notice requirement. 

60                   स                                   

 It is argued that the Bill curtails the individual‟s right to freedom of religion. 

                            क      क         क     क      स              

 There are also concerns about administrative overreach into personal matters. 

                      क                            

 Last year, the State government appointed a seven-member special committee under the 
Director General of Police. 

              स                      क क                             

 The report has not yet been made public. 

 स                 स                       

 The government stated that the committee recommended a special law. 

स               स              क         स          

 Opposition leaders termed the Bill „regressive‟ and said it targets a particular community. 

         स           क           औ            एक                                  

 Since offences are non-bailable, activists fear misuse against interfaith marriages and 
minority practices. 

               -         ,  स  ए          क       औ       क                        

          

 They fear intervention by families and vigilante groups. 

             औ                                  

 There is concern about pressure on consenting adult couples. 

               क                          आ         

 It places State surveillance over personal decisions related to faith and marriage. 

       औ                                 क                         

 Bureaucrats have raised administrative concerns. 

                    क      ए           

 There is no established certi•cation system for religions currently. 

              क    ए क                        

 A new administrative mechanism will have to be created. 

ए            क                 

 Authorities may need to study models of other States. 

         क                           

 Revenue authorities will now be involved in matters of marriage and personal laws. 

           क          औ                                        

 Earlier, these matters were handled by civil courts. 

                   क               स               

 This may complicate marriages based on free will. 

 सस           कए  ए               स        

How has the State government addressed these apprehensions? 

      क                 क                 ? 

 The government stated that the right to freedom of religion is not absolute. 

स                   क         क     क                 
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 It said cases of forcible religious conversions have been increasing. 

स           स                क                   

 It claimed there are no effective laws to handle such issues. 

स                सस              ए       क              

 These incidents disturb public order and social harmony. 

       ए         क      औ        क                         

 Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis stated this concern. 

                                    

 

GS Paper II: Governance,  

TOPICS COVERED     30  March  2026 

30Mar Despite assurance from Centre, MGNREGS workers denied work 

 क   क        क        , MGNREGS    क   क  क             क       

30Mar On a wing 

        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30Mar.  Despite assurance from Centre, MGNREGS workers denied work 

 क   क        क        , MGNREGS    क   क  क             क       

 From Bihar to Rajasthan, thousands of rural workers say work has been 
halted; as the Centre continues talks with the States on the VB-G RAM G Act, 
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some district officials say they have been directed not to start new work under 
the old scheme 

                  क,                 क   क  क        क क       क             ; 

   क क   VB-G RAM G                                      ए   , क        

   क       क  क        क                  क          क         क    क        

  ए  ए    

 For the past 87 days, MGNREGS workers have been protesting at the Muzaffarpur 
district headquarters in Bihar. 

       87       स  MGNREGA    क                                        

                 
 The Union government had assured them that until the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee 

for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025, passed by 
Parliament in December, is rolled out, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) will continue unchanged. 

 क     क          आ  स                     क        -                  ए   

     क       (     ) (VB-G RAM G)        , 2025,      स       स स             

 आ,               ,                                                    

(MGNREGS)                           

 But on the ground, workers say the story is very different. 

                                                         
 The protest in Muzaffarpur began on January 2. 

                      2       स       आ  

 Nearly 12,000 workers in the district have not received work for the past three or 
four months — even before the new rural employment law was introduced. 

              12,000    क                              स                   —         

    ए                              स           

Uncertainty continues 

               

 There is no clarity on when the new scheme under the VB-G RAM G Act will be implemented 
on the ground, as the Centre is still holding talks with the States to establish the necessary 

framework. 

                  VB-G RAM G                                                 ,       

                    स   आ                          ए                   

 ―Usually, no work is given during the rain. 

 ―आ                                               

 We waited for the monsoon to end, then for the waterlogged areas to drain. 

                                   ,                          स                     

 By December, the MGNREGA season normally begins. 

   स       स       MGNREGA                      

 But despite repeated demand, no work has been provided. 

          -                                          

 This is a blatant violation of the law,‖ said Sanjay Sahni of MGNREGA Watch-Bihar, an 
organisation working with rural workers. 

                          ,‖                 स                 स     MGNREGA    -      

                      

 Facing repeated rejections, around 16,000 workers — most of them women — gathered at 

the district headquarters to demand work. 

    -               स           ए      16,000    क —                    ए      —     

                               ए    ए  
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 A delegation also travelled to Delhi on March 25 to meet senior officials in the Rural 
Development Ministry. 

 ए              25                  औ          क                             स        

 ―The district officials claim they have instructions not to start any new work. 

 ―                                                                          

 But the Ministry officials insist that no such order exists,‖ Mr. Sahni said. 

                                     स      आ           ,‖    स             

 He wonders whether it is lack of information or whether there is an informal signal from the 
Centre to stop all work under the MGNREGS. 

        स                                         क         स  MGNREGS        स       

                       स         

Ground reality 

        क क  

 In Dungarpur district of Rajasthan, similar complaints have emerged. 

                                स                 स     आ      

 At Balwarha panchayat, around 40 women workers arrived on March 23 to complete 

paperwork for April‘s work cycle. 

                       40          क 23                              ए                

                  

 Panchayat officials asked them to return later, citing a lack of clarity. 

                                                 ए            आ           

 On Saturday, they were told that the MGNREGS had been discontinued and no further work 

would be available under the scheme. 

                            MGNREGS                    औ   स                         

                

 At Padarmarhi Mewarha panchayat, nearly 30 women workers sat for four hours last 

Friday, demanding work for the first week of April. 

                                 30          क                                   औ       

        स         ए                        

 Local officials initially claimed that directions had been issued not to start new MGNREGS 

works. 

                        आ                   ए MGNREGS                            ए  ए     

 After the women refused to leave, their applications were eventually accepted, but uncertainty 
continues whether any work will actually be assigned. 

                 स                         आ                   ए  ए,                   

                                             

 ―For each household, MGNREGA work brings in about ₹25,000 to ₹28,000 annually. 

 ―                 ए MGNREGA क    स       ₹25,000    ₹28,000           आ           

 In some women-led households, MGNREGA and government pensions are the only 
sources of income,‖ said Madhulika of the Rajasthan Asangathit Mazdoor Union. 

          -                 MGNREGA औ  स              आ     ए           ,‖        

                             क          

 ―There are no formal orders. 

 ―    औ       आ             

 The VB-G RAM G Act clearly states that until it is implemented, MGNREGA will continue. 

 VB-G RAM G               स                    स                     ,       

MGNREGA             

 But on the ground, we are being told otherwise,‖ she said. 

                           औ                    ,‖             
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30Mar. On a wing 

        

 Subsidies will not create demand for air travel to 
small towns 

                      ए                                   

Modified UDAN Scheme and Regional Aviation 

                   औ               

 In a bid to revive the regional aviation sector, the 
Union Cabinet has signed off on a ‗Modified UDAN‘ 
scheme with a sixfold higher outlay. 

                                        स   ,                

              क        स   ‗                  ‘    

              

 The scheme had first been launched to expand 
aviation to interior areas, using scheduled commuter 
airlines. 

 स                        क                 स               

  ए          क     ए                 स                   

 Even then, industry analysts and experts had 
complained that UDAN did not make a viable business 
case for small regional airlines due to a lack of 
supporting infrastructure, low or unpredictable 
passenger demand, insuffficient coverage of operating 
costs, and lack of awareness. 

                                                        

             ए        क                            

               क  क  ,                       ,         

                     औ      क   क  क       

 In Modified UDAN, the subsidy period for tier-II 
and tier-III routes has been increased from three years to 
five years, an extension at least one of the small carriers 
had sought under UDAN before the COVID-19 pandemic 

hit. 

स                  -   औ    -              ए       

                      क                         ,   स   

                       

 The exchequer will also fund the subsidies directly 
rather than having airlines levy an additional charge from 
passengers, with the government setting aside ₹10,043 
crore over the next decade to this end. 

स     स    स                औ          स                  

       ए  ,  स     ए                ₹10,043 क             

  ए  ए     

 The government will also spend ₹12,159 crore to 
redevelop a hundred unused airstrips, ₹3,661 crore to build 200 helipads in remote areas, 
and purchase aircraft and helicopters for state carriers to boost last-mile connectivity to 

better match the mode of transport to actual demand and geography. 

स     ₹12,159 क           100                                 स      , ₹3,661 क    स  

200            ए   औ               स                ए       औ                    

 The scheme will also pay for ongoing costs such as staffing and maintenance of low-traffic 

airports. 

                                      क       औ                               
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 Regional aviation in India is structurally fragile and unlikely to become widely self-
sustaining due to the unyieldingly high cost per passenger, price sensitivity, competition 
from rail and road transport, and operational inefficiencies. 

                            क       क        औ                  ,                , 

    औ    क                                              आ               स     

 UDAN did not address them adequately and, sadly, Modified UDAN carries that failing over.  

              स                  स                 औ  स                                 

    

 The foremost one is weak underlying demand, with UDAN often picking routes with 
insuffficient economic activity even as leisure and occasional travel could not sustain regular 

flights. 

स स      स    क         ,       स             ए                 क                 औ  

                                 ए         स    

 Extending the subsidies, even if they are eased from the third year onwards, could keep 
routes alive for longer but will not of itself create demand. 

स           स           स         स      ,        सस                          

 In this sense, the government‘s reluctance to revisit how it identifies and nurtures routes, and 
how different transport modes might substitute for air travel in low-density regions, seems 
inexplicable. 

 स     स  स                 औ                                 स                            

       स   स          

 The emphasis on last-mile connectivity and better planning also appears only partially 
incorporated as the details the Civil Aviation Ministry shared did not mention ground 
transport links or integrated scheduling, among others. 

             क  औ                     आ        स                                  

          क              -                       

 Whether the decision to sustain connectivity using sustained government support, rather than 
cultivate a market that can stand on its own, will lead to lasting changes depends on whether 
route selection and integration with broader transport and economic networks improve in 
practice. 

स      स     स  स        ए                                   ए          ,     स              

                  औ               क     क     स   स             स              

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED     30  March  2026 

30Mar Pak. as U.S. mediator with Iran recalls Nixon‟s China outreach 

     क           क  क      क           क   ,      क         क  क  

              

30Mar Egypt‟s Fahmy appointed as new Arab League chief 

     क        ए                     कए  ए 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
8 

 
 

 
30Mar. Pak. as U.S. mediator with Iran recalls Nixon‟s China outreach 

     क           क  क      क           क   ,      क         क  क      

          

Pakistan‟s emergence as Washington‟s choice as a mediator in talks with Iran 

     क                        क       क           क    क        

 Pakistan‘s emergence as Washington‟s choice as a mediator in talks with Iran can be 

explained in a number of ways. 

        स                     क                                           स  स         

स        

 Since Operation Sindoor (May 2025), U.S. President Donald Trump has been •attered by 
Pakistan‘s description of him as a ―peacemaker‖, and he has reportedly built a personal 
rapport with Pakistan‘s Field Marshal General Asim Munir and Pakistani PM Shehbaz 
Sharif, meeting them several times. 

ऑ             (   2025)       ,                                               ―        ‖     

     स          ए   , औ                                                          औ  

                       स         स        ए   ,   स                        

 In particular, Mr. Trump hosted General Munir to lunch at the White House (June last year), 
amidst the last U.S.-Israeli strikes, in an e•ort reportedly to ensure that Pakistan would not 
support Iran militarily. 

         स ,                                    (             )                       ए 

आ          ,            क -                     ,         स               स              

     क                  

 Pakistan‘s o•er of a critical minerals deal to the U.S. and decision to join the Gaza Board 
of Peace (BoP) have also helped forge the relationship. 

                                          औ            ऑ      (BoP)               

               स                              

 For Iran, Pakistan‘s advantage over many other possible mediators is not only its proximity 
but also the fact that it does not recognise Israel, and thus is not amenable to concerns or 
inputs from the Benjamin Netanyahu government. 

          ए                      स     क              ,                           क  

               , औ   स  ए                  क                   आ    

 This may suit Mr. Trump as well, who has reportedly conveyed a 15-point proposal to the 
government in Tehran, which it hopes will lead to a cease•re. 
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                ए             स      ,                            स        15-           

       ,   सस                              

Cold War precedent 

        क         

 However, Washington‘s decision to engage Pakistan as a facilitator for talks may also be 
rooted in history (55 years ago), given Islamabad and a di�erent General‘s role in facilitating 
U.S. talks with China 55 years ago, at the height of the Cold War. 

       ,            ए                                                  (55         )       

         स      ,             औ  ए                                     -             

                 

 At that time, U.S. President Richard Nixon had begun to work on his plan to open up 
relations with Beijing (the U.S. still formally recognised Taiwan as the Republic of China), 
but direct Sino-U.S. Ambassadorial talks had •oundered. 

 स स  ,                                         स   स                              (        

      औ          स         क       क ऑ                ),              -     क  

      क                      

 Pakistan was not the •rst option, as he and his National Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger, 
considered others. 

                         ,              औ              स     स              क            

                      

 Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party and leader of the People‟s 
Republic of China (PRC), turned down the idea of France as he wanted a ―non-Western‖ 

channel. 

          ,                         औ             क ऑ        (PRC)        ,         

                                    ―   -     ‖                

 The Warsaw track fell apart after two rounds of talks between U.S. and Chinese o•cials, as 
Mr. Mao protested U.S. attacks on Cambodia, which were part of a U.S. Army e•ort to cut 
o• supplies to Vietnamese troops. 

                         औ                                                       ,              

   क                                      ,                 क      आ                  स    

         

 While Mr. Nixon‘s need for partners in Asia, as the Vietnam War drained the U.S., drove him 
to seek China, Sino-Soviet tensions gave Mr. Mao a reason to engage with Washington. 

                                                 औ  ए        स            आ         

                            ,         -                               स                

      

 The U.S. tried Romania, working through President Nicolae Ceausescu to reach out to the 

Chinese government, but hit an unexpected block. 

                       आ     ,           क   ए                 स       स               

           ,       ए               आ   

 ―We went to the Romanians, thinking they were most independent of the East Europeans and 
they were communists and therefore the Chinese would like that. Turns out the one group the 
Chinese didn‘t trust were Communists,‖ Mr. Kissinger told journalist Tom Brokaw decades 

later. 

―                        स  ए,    स                      स  स स          औ           ,  स  ए 

          स                             स स               स              ,    क        ,‖    

   स                   क                      

 He explained that Beijing feared Romanian o•cials would divulge details to the Kremlin, 

which would attempt to sabotage the process. 

       स                                                                       ,     स       

                             

 By then, Mr. Nixon had also established a secret channel to the PRC‟s leadership through 
Pakistani President General Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan. 
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     ,                                                             स  PRC          

स   ए                             

 ―In Nixon‘s view, Khan was an attractive intermediary since he had good relations with the 
leaders of the U.S. and the PRC, and he provided a means to circumvent the U.S. 
Department of State, which Nixon feared might oppose or publicise his initiative,‖ records the 
U.S. Office of the Historian. 

―                 ,     ए  आ                            क  औ  PRC क            स   

    स       , औ              क                                               ,   सस  

                            स                 स     स      ,‖         क         क       

                     

Back-channel diplomacy and its consequences 

  क-     क       औ    क         

 According to one account, the White House sent two identical notes, one through President 
Yahya Khan and another through President Ceausescu, but it was Pakistan‘s Ambassador 
to Washington, Agha Hilaly, who returned with a response •rst, a whole month before his 

Romanian counterpart did. 

ए              स  ,                 स            , ए                           स  औ    स   

                        स ,                                                स स           

         ,                स    स       एक             

 In July 1971, Mr. Kissinger travelled to Pakistan, where he feigned an illness and was taken 
to Nathiagali (near Murree), away from the eyes of the press corps and even his own 

diplomats in Islamabad. 

      1971   ,     क               ए,                                  औ                

(     क     )            ,      स औ                                           स          

 Gen. Khan had arranged for a commercial PIA •ight 707 to take him from Rawalpindi to 
Peking (Beijing) for talks. 

            ए          PIA      707                                        क   

(      )            ए            स    

 Mr. Kissinger, who had been hosted by Indian o�cials a day before, reportedly used ―Delhi 
belly‖ as his excuse to ensure a 64-hour getaway that included meeting Chinese Premier 
Zhou Enlai and others in China for the •rst time. 

      स   ,      ए                                  आ               ,                ―     

    ‖                64      क           स         ,   स                                     

ए     औ           स                    

 Planning for Mr. Nixon‟s visit to China (February 1972), which he referred to as the ‗week 
that changed the world‘, had begun. 

        क           (      1972)         ,   स         ‗                      ‘    ,     

           

Cost of back-channel diplomacy 

  क-     क       क  क    

 The event had deep and lasting impacts on South Asia as well. 

 स              ए             औ                 

 Mr. Nixon‘s preoccupation with his back-channel to China and deep-seated rancour against 
India led him to turn a blind eye as Pakistan‘s troops unleashed a genocide on Bengalis in 

East Pakistan. 

                  स      -            औ                                                  

                        स           ए  ए                               ए             

 On March 25, 1971, the Pakistan Army launched Operation Searchlight, killing an estimated 
three million over the next nine months, according to the Bangladesh government. 

25      1971   ,         स       ऑ                      ,   स                          30 

              ए,          स           स    
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 On April 28, 1971, Mr. Kissinger sent a memo to Mr. Nixon detailing options before the U.S.: 

28      1971   ,       स                  ए              स              स             ए 

 ए: 

 (1) support Pakistan militarily; 

(1)                                ; 

 (2) maintain neutrality; 

(2)          ए     ; 

 (3) help ―Yahya achieve a negotiated settlement‖. 

(3) ―                                        ‖  

 Mr. Nixon‘s instructions, despite desperate telegrams from the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka about 
the violence, were clear. 

                      स स     स                                        ,                         

 ―To all hands, don‟t squeeze Yahya at this time,‖ he wrote, checking option (3). 

―    क    ए,                           ,‖            ,      (3)        ए  

 The crackdown led lakhs of refugees to •ee to India, spurring India‘s support to the 
Muktibahini movement led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who had won Pakistani General 
elections in December 1970 but was imprisoned. 

 स                                   ,   सस                               स         , 

  स                                    ,                1970               आ                

                              

 The India-Pakistan war followed, where the U.S. even attempted to threaten India by 
dispatching a naval •eet, but ultimately, Bangladesh was formed (December 1971). 

 स           -  क      आ,   स                                  ए       क               

   स     ,                      क      (       1971)  आ  

 India‘s perspective was shaped by the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and 
Cooperation (August 1971). 

                   -            ,      औ             (    1971) स             

 Pakistan has played the role several times. 

                                      

 External A•airs Minister S. Jaishankar reminded opposition MPs at an all-party meeting last 

week. 

           ए .     क           स    स                     स  स        स              

 Since 1981, Pakistan has represented Tehran through its Embassy in Washington‟s “Iran 
Interests Section”. 

1981   ,                                                      स    “                  ”    

     स           

 During the two-decade-long U.S. military intervention in Afghanistan, Pakistan also acted 
as a mediator with the Taliban. 

                  क           क                    ,                       स      

                     

 Islamabad was the venue for Quadrilateral talks (Egypt-Pakistan-Turkiye-Saudi Foreign 
Ministers) on Sunday. 

                                  (   -   क   -   क   -               )           

 It could host a U.S. delegation this week. 

    स स         क                            स        

 Much depends on whether the Iranian leadership will join the talks. 

         स                                                              

 It has accused the U.S. of planning a ground invasion. 

 स                                           आ              
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30Mar. Egypt‟s Fahmy appointed as new Arab League 
chief 

     क        ए                     कए  ए 

 Veteran Egyptian diplomat Nabil Fahmy was on Sunday appointed 
as the head of the 22-member Arab League, at a time West Asia is 

plunged in a war that shows no sign of abating. 

                                              22                  

                   ,  स  स              ए     ए   स               आ    

                  स                       

 Mr. Fahmy, a former Egyptian Foreign Minister, won the support 
of Foreign Ministers of member countries in a virtual meeting, according 

to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry. 

        ,             क                       ,    ए                           

क                   स             ,   स                                   

 His five-year term will start in July, succeeding Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit, who served as Arab League chief since 2016. 

                                           , औ                          

    ,    2016 स                                   

 Mr. Fahmy, 75, served as Egypt‘s top diplomat between July 2013 

and June 2014. 

 75                       2013 स      2014                          क    

                 

 He was Egypt‘s ambassador to the United States between 1999 

and 2008. 

    1999 स  2008                       क         क              
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30Mar. How to secure India‟s supply chains 

     क                  क  क            क     ए 

India‟s Manufacturing and Supply Chain Vulnerability 

     क           औ                क              

 India‘s manufacturing ecosystem is deeply embedded in global supply chains. 

                                           स        स        आ     

 From energy and fertilizers to electronics and chemicals, several sectors rely heavily on 
imported raw materials and intermediates. 

     औ      क स                 औ                         क                    

 The recent geopolitical development in West Asia has shown how quickly supply 

disruptions can ripple through the economy. 

            ए     क    -       क                     आ          ए             स          

                   

 This underscores a stark reality that while global interdependence is bene•cial, it also 
ampli•es vulnerability. 

                    क                              स  -स                            
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 As the country navigates ongoing supply chain disruptions, the events have reinforced the 
need for building long-term resilience through reduced import dependence. 

                                    आ                       क      क   क         

आ        

Ensuring •ow of energy 

                    क    

 Energy is the backbone of any economy, powering manufacturing, transport, agriculture 
and services. 

       स                      ,            ,       , क    औ            स                

 India imports about 85% of its crude oil and over 50% of its gas, making it highly vulnerable 
to geopolitical shocks. 

          क       क  85% औ      क  50%       क आ           ,   सस       -       क 

  क          स             

 Price spikes transmit quickly across sectors, raising input costs, increasing logistics 
expenses, and pushing up consumer prices. 

         स            ,            औ         क          स           

 It is estimated that every $10 per barrel hike can cause a $13-$14 billion rise in import bill, 
30-40 bps rise in inflation, and lower GDP growth by 0.2-0.3%. 

                 10                    स  13-14                  , 30-40        क 

        , औ                 0.2-0.3% क      स        

 Long-term energy security must be anchored in diversi•cation, domestic capacity, and 
technological transition. 

                              क  ,            औ   क  क             आ           

    ए  

 Accelerating renewable energy is central to reducing import dependence on oil. 

   क                        आ                                     

 India‘s progress towards 500 GW non-fossil capacity by 2030 is noteworthy. 

        2030  क 500            -                             

 However, resilience requires investments in energy storage to manage intermittency. 

                   ए                      आ        

 The National Green Hydrogen Mission o•ers a pathway to decarbonise industries reliant 

on imported oil and gas. 

                          आ                                                          

 Expanding domestic oil and gas exploration is necessary for long-term resilience. 

          औ                     आ        

 Strengthening bu•ers by expanding strategic petroleum reserves can help withstand short-

term disruptions. 

      क                       स          स    स           स        

 India has already started to diversify oil import sources, which is a positive step. 

                       क        क              ,    स               

Securing food security 

                  क    

 Even as India has emerged as a net exporter of several agri-commodities, some segments 
remain import-dependent. 

                                 क                                                 

 India‘s high import dependence on edible oils, pulses and fertilizers is a key concern. 

               ,      औ      क                                   

 Any supply disruption can impact inflation and rural livelihoods. 

आ           स           औ             क                  

 Pulses and oilseeds need assured procurement, price support, and crop diversi•cation. 

      औ               ए            ,      औ            क   आ        
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 Domestic output meets barely 44% of demand in oilseeds. 

                 44%                       

 The government must build strategic reserves for edible oils and pulses. 

स              क                 ए  

 Fertilizer sector reforms must focus on diversi•cation of suppliers, enhancing domestic 
production, and promoting bio-fertilizers. 

    क                    क      क        क  ,                 , औ          क            

                    ए  

Supply chain risks in manufacturing (raw materials and intermediates) 

                                (क       औ            ) 

 Supply chain risks in manufacturing (raw materials and intermediates) can also have a 
deep impact. 

                                (क       औ            )                 स        

 India‘s imports account for nearly 19% of GDP. 

        आ          क             क  19%     

 Of this, raw materials make up 34%, intermediates 31%, and capital goods 24%. 

 स   क       34%,            31%, औ             ए  24%     

 Consumer goods account for just 12%. 

          ए       12%     

 India dominates downstream manufacturing but is exposed to imports in upstream and 
midstream inputs such as APIs, electronics, and industrial intermediates. 

            क                                   क औ        क          स  औ      क, 

          औ  औ    क                   ए आ                 

The need for diversi•cation 

      क   क     क   

 On the raw material front, copper, lithium, cobalt and rare earth minerals remain globally 
concentrated, making India vulnerable. 

                      ,       , क     औ             स                      ,   सस       

              

 These are central to electronics, electric mobility, and advanced manufacturing. 

            ,                  औ                    ए             

 On intermediates, India imports nearly 65-70% of pharmaceutical intermediates from 
China. 

                          65-70% औ       क                      

 Despite being a global leader in generic drug exports. 

 स                           क                     

 India has high dependence on semiconductors, display units, and components from East 
Asia. 

           क,        क      औ       ए          क                      

 Limited domestic capability in high-end industrial machinery constrains manufacturing 

competitiveness. 

        औ    क           स                                     

 These are not easily substitutable inputs. 

   आस    स                                    

 When they are disrupted, production stops. 

     आ                     क          

 The •rst and most critical priority is deepening domestic manufacturing in intermediates. 

     औ  स स                                                            

 While current policies focus on final assembly, the next phase must target overall domestic 
ecosystems. 

                                       ,                              क                  ए  
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 Such as strengthening APIs and semiconductors manufacturing. 

  स  औ      क औ        क                       

 Diversi•cation must continue with long-term supply agreements and strategic 
partnerships across regions including Africa and Latin America. 

    क   क               औ        क                  स                          ए, 

           क  औ             क      

 Re-engineering of industrial processes can reduce import intensity. 

औ                         स                     स        

 Encouraging adoption of direct conversion technologies, alternative materials, and input-
efficient methods will lower structural vulnerability. 

             क  क,   क  क       औ  क                            स  स        

               

 Supply chain resilience cannot be built through isolated interventions. 

आ                        -           स                स     

 It requires an integrated, forward-looking approach involving government, industry, and 
global partners. 

 स     ए   क  ,      औ      क              स         औ            क   आ        
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30Mar. exRNA: on a mission 

exRNA: एक         

exRNA Study in Clean Water Journal 

         क           ए ए      

 In a study published in the journal 
Clean Water on March 28, scientists 
reported that extracellular RNA (exRNA) 
from bacteria can persist in disinfected 
drinking water. 

28                ए                       

                           ए ए 

क                          स        

 They also found that by studying the 
exRNA, they could figure out what the 

bacteria were doing just before they were 
damaged or killed, releasing the exRNA. 

                           ए ए         

                     स                   

                 स                     

 This way, the scientists could figure 
out which survival strategies worked for the 

bacteria — which can be used to make better 
disinfectants. 

 स                 स   स             -स  

           क                          ए 

          —                   क        क                  स        
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 exRNA 

      ए ए 

 exRNA is RNA that exists outside cells, in body fluids such as blood, saliva, urine, and 
cerebrospinal fluid. 

    आ ए ए    आ ए ए       क   क    क                   ,   स    ,    ,     औ          

       

 For decades, scientists believed RNA only functioned inside the cell and assumed that if 

RNA ‗leaked‘ out, enzymes in the blood would destroy it. 

                             आ ए ए      क   क  क                    औ                   

  ए          ए       स              

 However, researchers have found that cells in fact intentionally ‗export‘ RNA. 

       ,                            ए          आ ए ए                            

 To survive outside the cell, exRNA travels in its own molecular containers that prevent 

enzymes from breaking it down before it reaches its destination. 

                               ए     आ ए ए          क                     ,    ए        

      स                      

 exRNA has been found to be part of a sophisticated long-distance communication system. 

    आ ए ए ए                                                  

 A cell releases RNA to deliver instructions to another cell elsewhere in the body, changing 
how it behaves or which genes it activates. 

ए         आ ए ए      स                                ए         ,   सस   स            

स                               

 This process helps coordinate responses in the immune system, tissue repair, and 
development. 

                   ,   क     , औ    क      स                               

 However, cancer cells can also release exRNA to promote tumour growth. 

       ,   स        ए         आ ए ए                             स        

 Impact on Medicine 

   क           

 The discovery of exRNA changed modern medicine. 

      ए ए                क    क                

 For instance, just by testing a patient‘s blood or other body fluids, doctors can identify 
specific RNA patterns linked to cancer or heart disease. 

            ए,                             क            स       क               स       

      आ ए ए                   स        
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A handout picture taken in 2023 on Dominique 
Island shows female sperm whales holding a 
newborn calf above water until it can swim on its 
own. Last week, U.S.-based Project 
CETI researchers reported they had witnessed the 
rare spectacle of a wild sperm whale being born, 
immediately carried to the surface by members of 
its clan.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
30Mar. Secretive jungle cats need habitats outside protected areas: study 
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 Jungle cats (Felis chaus) are found across diverse habitats, from grasslands and wetlands 
to deserts. 

         (Felis chaus)                   ए        ,   स    स    , आ       स                   

 They are present across Asia, with large populations in India and Nepal, among others. 

        ए          ए        ,           आ          औ               

 The IUCN Red List lists the species as being of „least concern‟. 

                 स     स      स     स                                          

 This has led to a ―misconception that they are doing fine‖, Kathan Bandyopadhyay, a 
postdoctoral research associate at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, said. 

 सस     ―                          ‖          ,  स  क                   ,    ए      स      

    

 Jungle cats‘ populations are in fact considered to be shrinking. 

                    आ                           

 In India, they are protected under Schedule II of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, 
which means hunting or trading them is illegal. 

                                1972 क                       स                 , 

  स                                          

 Despite being the most widespread of India‘s small cats, jungle cats are understudied and 
have received little conservation attention relative to larger carnivores such as tigers and 
leopards. 

        स स                               ,             क        आ    औ          

   स              स      औ      ए                स              

Conservation baseline 

           

 This animal — with a white muzzle, yellow irises, large ears ending in black tufts, and the 
sometimes faint striping on its long legs — avoids dense forests and heavily-modified 
landscapes, preferring agro-pastoral and open habitats, according to a new study based on 

the largest dataset on the species in India. 

       —   स            ,          ,     क      क       क                    , औ             

                       —            औ                         स          औ  क   -        

                    स            

 The team found human pressure to be the foremost factor influencing where jungle cats live 
and that while they can tolerate moderate levels of human disturbance, they avoid densely 
populated areas. 

                         स स               औ            क                स  स      , 

                           स           

 ―Our results highlight the importance of agro-pastoral landscapes in conserving wildlife 
beyond protected areas, especially as urbanisation continues to expand,‖ Dr. 

Bandyopadhyay said. 

―                                     क   -                                   ,          स  

       क                   ,‖             

„An important analysis‟ 

„एक               ‟ 

 To estimate how many jungle cats were in India and where, the team compiled camera-trap 
records from more than 26,000 locations across India. 

                    स    औ                             ए        26,000       क       स  

क            क    स        ए  

 These records were a ‗bycatch‘ of tiger surveys and were supplemented with data from 
previous studies, radio-collared individuals, and the authors‘ personal observations. 

              स                    ‗           ‘    औ                 ,        क        

      ,                              स                 
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 The researchers then included one camera-trap record every 25 sq. km, one radio-collar data 
point from every 5 sq. km, plus all secondary data (from outside protected areas). 

 स                         25      क      ए                   ,      5      क      ए         

               ,     स                       ए  

 Then they used machine-learning to model suitable habitats using the final dataset of over 
6,000 records. 

 स              6,000       क   क                  स                  ए       आ  स      

आ          

 The team combined these results with sex-specific home range data to estimate a 
countrywide population of over 3 lakh jungle cats, with at least 1.57 lakh and at most 4.59 
lakh individuals. 

                          -                    स                      3           क      क   

   आ                    ,   स      स     1.57     औ         4.59                   

 ―It‘s an estimate. It gives you a limit within which the cat is likely to be,‖ Yadvendradev Jhala, 
senior scientist at the National Centre for Biological Sciences and the study‘s co-author 

and co-supervisor, said. 

―   ए                ए  स               स             स            स         ,‖          

             

 Across 21 States with suitable habitats, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Odisha were 

estimated to support the largest populations. 

      आ  स      21                 ,        औ           स स      आ             

                  

 The jungle cat is tightly associated with open natural ecosystems, currently under enormous 
threat of conversion to other forms of land use, such as built-up areas and large-scale linear 
infrastructure like highways. 

        ए  ―              ‖    औ   स    स              क                       

                      स         ,                                   स             औ               

        स                                  ,  स                       

 Dr. Mukherjee was not a part of the study. 

  .        स                        

Ideal landscapes 

           

 Per the study, jungle cats prefer warm, semi-arid regions that are seasonally dry, with 
moderate rainfall and canopy cover. 

           स  ,             ,    -              स                                     ,      

         औ                      

 Their predicted hotspots lie in India‘s east rather than in the drier west. 

     स                                      ,         क                   

 India needs land policies that recognise the ecological value of open ecosystems, Dr. 

Mukherjee added. 

         स                  आ                         क     क          क        

        

 Jungle cats use agricultural landscapes, in and around farms, these cats keep rodent 
populations in check, thus ‗protecting‘ crops. 

         आस  स            क   क       क                 ,   सस   स       ‗     ‘          

 However, these landscapes lie outside protected areas and harbour several threats, 
including fragmented habitats, speeding vehicles on roads, and poaching, according to 
the study. 

       ,                                      औ                 ,   स            ,   क      

                 , औ         क    

 It also pointed to a potential threat from hybridisation with domestic cats, which could 
compromise their genetic lineage. 
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 स                 क        क   स  स                     स                ,         

       क                  स      ,          स                              

 Another key threat is the stray dog population, which ―acts as a source of wildlife diseases 
and kleptoparasitism — that means snatching kills from jungle cats and other carnivores,‖ 

Dr. Bandyopadhyay said. 

ए                     क     क          ,                               औ             

क                स        स            स                     

 Per the study, stray dogs could share foraging spaces with other livestock, so where there is 

livestock, there could be the risk of these canines as well. 

           स  , आ                      स              क      स       स      ,  स  ए 

                                   स        

A policy for small cats 

             क    ए      

 According to Dr. Mukherjee, the study‘s strengths lie in its large spatial coverage and 
sample size, although she added that jungle cats from Sikkim had been left out and that the 
population �gures were based on a ―meagre dataset of a few radio-collared individuals in 

just a couple of locations‖. 

  .             स  ,  स                 स               क     औ         क     , 

                                         स                 औ    स       आ                

   आ          

 ―Yet this should not be seen as a limitation but an e•ort to get the best out of data currently 

available,‖ she added. 

               स                                      स                      स          

              ए  

 Dr. Bandyopadhyay said the records from Sikkim were sporadic and insuf•ciently viable for 

the models. 

  .                                                औ            ए                

 Scientists still have a great number of unknowns, including jungle cats‘ denning sites, litter 
sizes, ranging patterns, densities, and diets. 

               स                     ,   स              ,      क      ,            , 

    औ        

 Small cats are generally hard to study because they are nocturnal and secretive. 

                                                       औ                       

 Public awareness is also low, and few organisations have been willing to fund more study. 

                    औ         स        क      क    ए                       

 Going forward, Dr. Jhala said, there is a need to plan wildlife passageways alongside 
infrastructure development in agro-pastoral and open habitats. 

आ         ए,    आ          क   -        औ                                क    क      स   

                           ए  

 ―When roads pass through a tiger or elephant corridor, there is a policy to try and mitigate 

those. But when they pass through agro-pastoral landscapes, we don‘t plan for it even though 
these areas support rich biodiversity,‖ he said. 

―   स                        स           ,        क  क    क         ए        ,             

    -              स           ,                       ,                                 स     

        ‖ 

GS Paper III: IS 

TOPICS COVERED     30  March  2026 

30Mar FATF report points to India‟s action against fraudulent entities 

 FATF             क          क                क        क       क  

     क   क       

30Mar Four killed as NSCN cadres open fire on compatriots 
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 NSCN क                                   ,     क      

30Mar A Bill that secures IPS officers‟ role in deputation 

एक      क    IPS    क       क                   क  क         क       
 
 

30Mar.  FATF report points to India‟s 

action against fraudulent entities 

 FATF             क          क         

       क        क       क       क   

क       

 A recent Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) report has highlighted instances where India 
has taken action against offshore Virtual Asset 
Service Providers (oVASPs) to counter money 
laundering and terror financing threats. 

                     ए            (FATF)    

                                                    

ऑ            ए                   (oVASPs)    

                  औ     क                   

                  ए                

 The March 2026 report on ‗Understanding 
and Mitigating the Risks of Offshore Virtual 
Asset Service Providers‘ has discussed India‘s 
regulatory perimeter, enforcement actions, and 
detection tools. 

      2026    ‗ऑ            ए                   

क          क        औ  क  क   ‘                

        क      ,       क          औ            क  

  क                       

 The report states that the Indian Financial 
Intelligence Unit (FIU) has been leveraging 
Suspicious Activity Reports (STRs) from 

domestic VASPs. 

                                                    

      (FIU)       VASPs स                           

(STRs)                     

 A prominent instance quoted pertains to 
―scam compounds‖. 

 ए              ―    क        ‖ स  स             

        

 Registered Indian VASPs detected unusual 
deposit patterns from offshore wallets. 

                VASPs                स स   स     

                        

 The FIU analysis revealed that oVASPs were being used to convert illicit proceeds into 
Virtual Assets (VAs) and then routed through registered Indian VASPs to domestic accounts 
as real money. 

 FIU           स             oVASPs                            ए      (VAs)          

औ                     VASPs         स                      क                        ए      

           

 The NIA, CBI, and ED are probing offshore scam compounds along the Myanmar-Thailand 
border, in Cambodia, and Laos, where illegally trafficked Indian citizens were forced to 
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commit cybercrimes. 

 NIA, CBI औ  ED       -           , क        औ                                स    

              ,              स         ए  ए                                          ए 

                

 ―In another case the FIU found an oVASP using the cover of an online gambling platform, 
based in the Caribbean, and leveraging AML (anti-money laundering) blind spots to move 

value across borders. 

 ―ए              FIU            ए  oVASP ऑ                  (   क           आ        ) 

   आ                       औ  स                                    ए AML (ए   -    

       )                                   

 Access to the platform was blocked in India,‖ it said. 

                       स                                        

 The FIU has made it mandatory for Principal Officers (POs) of VASPs to be based in India. 

 FIU    VASPs            ऑ      (POs)      ए                                      

 A PO is the main liaison with regulatory bodies. 

 ए  PO      क   क        स       स                      

 The officer must hold legal responsibility for transaction monitoring, STRs and ensuring 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act compliance. 

              स    -           , STRs औ                                           

स               क                        ए  

 The report said analyses indicate that after India introduced virtual assets tax regime in 
2022, a significant proportion of trading traffic moved from Indian to offshore unregistered 

VASPs. 

                                स  स                 2022                     ए    क       

                                       ए                  स                 VASPs    

                     

 A large number of Indian clients moved to such entities which do not comply with Indian 
laws. 

     स                    स  स                  ए           क                          

 They encourage the use of VPNs or shell companies to circumvent domestic regulations. 

    स   ए  VPNs        क                                                                       

स    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
4 

30Mar.  Four killed as NSCN cadres open fire on 
compatriots 

NSCN क                                   ,     क       

 Members of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim 
(NSCN) allegedly killed four compatriots in Manipur‟s Kamjong 
district over what is seen as a clash of business interests. 

             क       ऑ          (NSCN)    स                  

          क  क                      क                             

    स                     

 The NSCN was formerly known as the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah). 

NSCN                      क       ऑ          (   क-      )  

       स                

 According to a statement issued by the Eastern Flank of the 
NSCN, members of the outfit‘s Wung Region ambushed and killed 

four of its soldiers while they were returning from ―monitoring timber 
and other business activities‖ along the India-Myanmar border. 

NSCN क         क                      स  , स                     

स            -                 स ―     औ        स                

          ‖ स                   स                              औ  

                

 The incident happened on the night of March 28. 

        28                     

 The Wung Region refers to the Ukhrul district, adjoining 
Kamjong. 

            स               स    ,    क       स  स    आ      

 The Eastern Flank comprises a stretch along the Sagaing 
Region and Chin State of Myanmar. 

       क               औ         क             स              

                

 The statement, signed by ―Lt. Gen. A. Raman,‖ named two ―Second Lieutenants‖ of the 
Wung Region as the leaders of the assailants, who fired indiscriminately after declaring that 

they had orders to shoot. 

 ―             ए.    ‖                                     ―  क            ‖                

              ,                                                                        आ      ए 

 ए     
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30Mar. A Bill that secures IPS officers‟ role in deputation 

एक      क    IPS    क       क                   क  क         क       

Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Bill, 2026 

क                  (           )      क, 2026 

 On March 25, 2026, the central government introduced the Central Armed Police Forces 
(General Administration) Bill, 2026 in the Rajya Sabha to regulate the general rules 
governing the recruitment and conditions of service of „Group A General Duty O�cers‟ 
(GAGDO) and other o•cers in the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs). 

25      2026        स                  क                  (           )      क, 

2026          ,   स             „ए‟               क       औ                       ए   

स                             

 This Bill provides that 50% of Inspector General posts, a minimum of 67% of Additional 
Director General posts (ADG), and all Special Director General (SDG) and Director 
General posts shall be •lled by deputation from the Indian Police Service. 

                            50%      क        ,    स     67%                क 

  ,                       क औ          क                                            

  ए     

Applies across CAPFs 

    क                            

 By implication, deputation to the rank of the Deputy Inspector General and below, shall 
continue to be regulated by the prevailing rules. 

              क      औ            क                                        स        

       

 The Bill also saves any •nancial bene•ts granted to the GAGDO (Group A o•cer of the 

rank of Assistant Commandant and above) issued before. 
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               स    ए  ए                   स             ,        क क       औ           

क     क            ए  ए     

 This Act shall apply to the •ve CAPFs — Central Reserve Police Force, Border Security 
Force, Central Industrial Security Force, Indo Tibetan Border Police and Sashastra 
Seema Bal. 

                     — क                   ,              , क     औ    क         , 

                     औ                            

 While the Bill aims to institutionalise the historical contributions and representation of the IPS 
in the CAPFs, it is seen by some as an instrument to undo the directions issued by the 
Supreme Court of India in Sanjay Prakash and Others vs Union of India and Others 
(May 2025). 

                                         स                    स        ,                स  

   2025 क              क                           स              

 The Court ruled mainly on two issues; to complete the pending cadre review and undertake 
the review of service rules in a given time-period; and to progressively reduce the number of 
posts earmarked for deputation in the CAPFs up to the level of Senior Administrative 
Grade (SAG) i.e., Inspector General rank, within a period of two years. 

                                     — क                    औ              क                 

स          ;                          क      क                क              

 It is thus clear that the recognition of the CAPFs as Organised Group „A‟ Services (OGAS) 
was subject the provision of deputation of IPS o•cers to various CAPFs. 

 सस           क                    क              „ए‟                                  

        क       क               आ          

 The Court noted that there are various issues connected with the deployment of CAPFs, 
including coordination with the State Governments and the State police force. 

                 क                    क         स                 ,   स        क     औ  

          क            

 The appointment of IPS o•cers in each CAPF is vital to maintain the character of each 

CAPF. 

                                क       क          स            ए           ए         

    

 This is a policy decision manifest through the service rules of the CAPFs. 

   ए                                                     

 The question of who shall head these forces was never contentious. 

                          ,                           

 It was not even a case that the petitioners‘ service conditions had worsened since they 

joined the service. 

                                                             

A „unifying link‟ 

एक „एक क   क  ‟ 

 Most of the senior operational posts in States are held by ADG or SDG rank o•cers. 

                                ए        ए         क     क            स               

 Therefore, the appointment of IPS o•cers to the CAPFs at senior ranks is essential for 
smooth relations with the State forces. 

 स  ए                                 क       क                     स         स          

  ए आ        

 Their selection process and training, along with •eld experience, give them a broader vision 
and an edge in leading forces whose main aim is to assist or work in tandem with State 
forces. 

              ,       औ                                         औ              स   

                          

 Those who use the term ‗parachuting IPS o•cers into CAPFs‘ seem unaware of Sardar 
Patel‟s vision, which envisaged the IPS as a unifying link between the Union and the 
States. 
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       ‗    ए     क       क            ‘        ,               क     क   स          , 

  स   आ   एस    क   औ        क      एक क   क                

 The IPS o•cers have lived up to his dreams for decades, upholding the constitutional 
mandate. 

           स स                        स          क                  ए  स                      

 The Ministry of Home A•airs, in January 2026, modi•ed the empanelment guidelines of 
IPS o•cers at the Centre and made a minimum two-year stint at the Centre mandatory for 
empanelment at the rank of Inspector General. 

      2026                      ए     क       क                 स           औ       क 

             ए        क  क     क   क                 

 Therefore, the appointment of IPS o•cers in the Superintendent of Police (SP)/Deputy 
Inspector General of Police (DIG) ranks in the CAPFs will further cement their 
camaraderie with the cadre o•cers. 

 स  ए ए    औ               आ   एस                      क       क       क      

         औ               

 As far as reducing the posts of deputation is concerned, the Court seems to have ruled on 
the policy matter which exclusively falls within the domain of the legislature and executive. 

                                              ए   स                                     क  

औ  क       क                   आ       

 While the Court clearly stated that the matter of taking IPS o•cers on deputation is a policy 
matter and the central government in its wisdom had taken a view that the presence of IPS 

o•cers in each CAPFs is vital, it erred in directing the central government to reduce the posts 
of deputation. 

                     आ   एस                         ए                ,         स   

                                               

Judiciary‟s role 

       क  क      क  

 The duty of the court is to interpret law. 

               क     क       क        

 Courts may •ll gaps in certain spheres, but they are not to plunge into policy making by 

adding something. 

                               स      ,                                          ए  

 The court is not expected to sit as an appellate authority on an option it feels wiser to. 

                  स                          क                                ए  

 The Court has previously held that ‗the wisdom and advisability of the policies are 
ordinarily not amenable to judicial review unless the policies are contrary to statutory or 
constitutional provisions or arbitrary or irrational or an abuse of power‘. 

                                 क          स             स                      आ      

      क                 क                         

 The Court, in Gazula Dasaratha Rama Rao vs The State Of Andhra Pradesh & Others 
(1960), held that ‗the service provisions under the Constitution do not enshrine any 
fundamental right of citizens; they relate to recruitment condition and tenure of service of 

persons‘. 

1960 क                            स    स               स      क    क      स                 

        औ            स  स                

 Rightly so. 

            

 The Court, in Indian Ex Servicemen Movement and Ors. Vs. Union of India and Ors., held 
that it did not •nd any constitutional in•rmity in the ‗One Rank One Pension‘ principle. 

ए                          ‗     क        ‘  स                    क                

 The service conditions of CAPFs can be enhanced through regular intake and timely cadre 
reviews. 

क                    क                         औ  स      क          स                 

स        
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 The appointment of IPS o•cers on deputation to the CAPFs, being a policy matter beyond 
the scope of adjudication, is rightly being codi•ed, leaving no room for divergent 

interpretations in the future. 

    ए     क       क           ,    ए                ,          क                     

      -                             

 
 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)   

TOPICS COVERED     30  March  2026 

30Mar Time management key 

           क        

30Mar From memory to archive, women‟s writing creates new ways to narrate 
the past 

                क,         क            क       क    क   ए    क  

        
 
 

30Mar. Time management key 

           क        

 Human life and time are extremely precious 
because, unlike material things that can be regained or 
replaced, time once lost is gone forever. 

           औ                                 

                                         स      , ए  

          आ स              ए              

 Effective time management is essential for 

leading a purposeful and meaningful life. 

                 ए           औ  स                  

  ए आ        

 Valluvar says postponement, forgetfulness, 
laziness, and excessive sleep lead to destruction of 
human life. 

                         ,      , आ   औ        

                                         

 Managing time well through planning, 
prioritisation, scheduling and avoiding delays and 
distractions is the foundation for a productive and 

purposeful life. 

      ,      क          ,             औ           

                        स  स      स         ए        औ                            

 By organising responsibilities, we can make the most of our valuable time. 

                                          स      स              स        

 Thanneerpalli Sri Krishnan Swamy said in a discourse that, from a spiritual viewpoint, the 
productive use of time means fulfilling duties, performing righteous actions (dharma), gaining 

wisdom, and maintaining an elevated mind. 

            क            ए                      क    क   स  स            

                    ,             (   )     ,              औ         स          ए      

    

 Wasting time is, therefore, neglecting life‘s true purpose. 

  स  ए स                                                    
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 Many people spend most of their time pursuing worldly pleasures such as material 

possessions, status, or enjoyment. 

                     स       क         स  स    ,          आ                       

 However, such experiences do not provide lasting satisfaction or permanent results. 

        ,  स             स                               

 Eventually, people realise that what they once believed to be permanent is actually 
temporary. 

           स             स                                        

 Realising later in life that time was spent on temporary pursuits can bring regret or a sense of 
lost meaning. 

                            स स         स                            ,                    

            स        

 Understanding life‘s true purpose early helps avoid this and encourages wise use of time. 

                            स      सस                      औ  स                       

                    

 According to spiritual philosophy, the human body is influenced by three qualities: Sattva 
(purity and wisdom), Rajas (activity and desire), and Tamas (ignorance and inertia). 

      क            स  ,                     स                :    (      औ     ),     

(          औ     ), औ      (     औ      )  

 To attain lasting happiness and spiritual growth, one must cultivate Sattva guna while 
reducing influence of Rajas and Tamas. 

      स   औ       क   क                 ए,                            ए औ      

                               ए  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

30Mar. From memory to archive, women‟s writing creates new ways to narrate 

the past 

                क,         क            क       क    क   ए    क          

Over the years, women‟s writing has engaged in both creative expression and historical 
excavation 

    क       ,         क            क        औ  ऐ      क                          
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 Over the years, women‘s writing has engaged in both creative expression and historical 
excavation. 

            ,                      क        औ  ऐ      क              स            

 Probing the gaps and omissions in traditional historiography, it has produced new ways to 
narrate, archive, and comprehend individual and collective life. 

              स                औ                      ए,  स         औ  स               

     , स      औ  स         ए           स    ए     

 Weaving strands from history, literature, ethnography, and memoir, it unsettles the 
boundaries between the subjective and the analytical and challenges conventions long 
shaped by institutional archives and male-dominated narratives by bringing in lived 
experience, especially that of women. 

     स, स    ,            औ  स                       ए,           औ               

       स                        औ  स               औ      -                               

                              स            

 In her Nobel Lecture, delivered in 2022, Annie Ernaux articulates this project with powerful 

clarity: ―I will write to avenge my people.‖ 

     2022                  , ए   ए       स                स         : ―                 

               ए         ‖ 

 For Ernaux, writing is an instrument with which to strip o• surface layers and reveal deeper 
truths about gender, class, and time. 

ए        ए,      ए   स             स                       ,     औ              स     

               

 Reading Simone de Beauvoir‟s The Second Sex, she came to recognise that the world was 

made ―by men and for men.‖ 

               क  „    क      ‟     ,        स              ―            औ              ए‖ 

            

 Searingly personal experiences — a backstreet abortion, her father‘s death, her mother‘s 
Alzheimer‟s, and the relentless weight of class — are crafted into narratives that go far 

beyond the individual. 

                 —           ,             ,              , औ             —  स  

                              स               

 ―All these factors,‖ she writes, ―brought me back…to my ‗people‘, and gave my desire to write 
a quality of secret and absolute urgency.‖ 

―   स                       ‗     ‘      स    स      औ                           औ            

        ,‖              

 Ernaux is sharply aware of the limits of writing as a corrective to injustice. 

ए           स      स     -                                       स          स     

 Personal accomplishment cannot erase centuries of oppression and humiliation, of being ―the 
last in a line of landless labourers, factory workers and shopkeepers‖. 

            स                        ,          क   औ    क                 औ        

             स     

 Nevertheless, she can still bear witness. 

      ,    स           स        

 Going beyond memoir, her writing becomes a form of historical witnessing in which memory 

operates as an archive of loss and longing. 

स     स  आ         ए,           ऐ      क                     ,   स             औ  

आ                            

 Literature is her ―continent,‖ and her mission is ―nothing less than the possibility of 
trans•guring reality.‖ 

स          ―      ‖   , औ            ―                     स      ‖ स              

Documenting individual histories 

             क         क   
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 Contemporary ethnographic work similarly documents individual histories in everyday lived 
experience. 

स                                                         स                 

 Asiya Islam‟s A Woman‟s Job: Making Middle Lives in New India follows the lives of 

young lower-middle-class women through education and employment in cafes and call 
centres in globalising Delhi. 

           क  „ए     ‟     :    क                          ‟                           

     औ      स                        -                                 स            

 At the crossroads of modern aspirations and traditional constraints, these young, educated, 
urban women move in an unstable middle space circumscribed by expectations about caste, 
class, gender, and sexuality. 

आ      आ        औ           स            ,        ,            ए      ,    ,      औ  

    क              स                             

 Sheela, a café barista, has studied up to Class 12 but could not go further due to a lack of 

money. 

    , ए             ,    क   12              ,         स                 आ           स    

 Her mother is a domestic worker in multiple homes; her father is unemployed. 

 स                        क        ;  स                     

 Knowing a few standard English phrases — ―Good morning, sir/ma‘am‖; ―What can I get for 
you?‖; ―Have in or take away?‖ — she is aware of her lack of options. 

    स                                   — ―          ‖, ―       ?‖, ―       ए            ए   ?‖ — 

        स            स             

 ―I‘ll continue here because I‘m unable to get out of it. If I leave this, I‘ll have to sit at home.‖ 

―                                  सस                 स             स         ,                  

      ‖ 

 Jahnavi‘s parents are presswallahs, like her grandparents. 

             -               ,   स   स       -         

 She gets paid ₹9,000 per month but tells her family she gets less, saving the rest. 

 स  ₹9,000                 ,                                     औ                 

 Fired from her �rst job for ―not talking nicely‖ to a male manager, she now works at a 
specialty tea café. 

           स  ―    स            ‖                           ,       ए             क       

             

 Ranjini juggles a 10-hour shift in a fast food chain, a distance BCom, and housework; she 
also wakes up early to prepare for Delhi Police selections. 

       ए  10      क     ,       BCom, औ               स         ;                   

               ए              

 In these narratives of young women in new India, ethnography makes visible what is 
overlooked by dominant narratives. 

                                           ,                                                

   ए                  

 These stories, while intensely personal, also point to the structural. 

                                        क                 स              

Studying and writing history 

       क       औ       

 The question of who writes and interprets such histories remains key. 

 स       स              औ              ,                            

 This brings us to another dimension of women‘s engagement with history: studying and 
writing it. 

            स    स                          ए  औ  आ                 :  स        औ  

      

 Women Writing History: Three Generations, by Romila Thapar, Kumkum Roy, and 
Preeti Gulati, brings together the voices of three Indian women historians across three 
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generations. 

           , क  क       औ                      „Women Writing History: Three 

Generations‟                                  स         आ         ए  स            

 Romila Thapar‟s entry into the field of history was accidental. 

                    स                आ         

 Starting college in Pune, her education was interrupted by her family‘s move to Delhi — it 
was believed a young girl could not stay in a college hostel in the 1950s. 

                             ,                          स                        —           

      1950 क    क    ए                             स     

 At the School of Oriental and African Studies in London, she was taught by Arthur 
Basham. 

        School of Oriental and African Studies                            

 Reading de Beauvoir‟s The Second Sex was ―a big milestone in terms of how it anchored 

me.‖ 

          क  „The Second Sex‟             ए ―ए                ‖     

 Listening to Eric Hobsbawm made her question who writes history and why. 

ए  क           स            स            स              औ       

 London exposed her to currents of change in the ideas of Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon, 
Stuart Hall, Raymond Williams, and others. 

            ए         ,           ,          ,                स                      स         

       

 She became curious about the role of the individual in history. 

         स                             स      

 This question led her to research Ashoka, and her first book was published in 1961. 

 स                क                  ए           , औ                 1961           

     ―There were no book launches in those days, thank God.‖ 

―                                     ,                 ‖ 

 Kumkum Roy grew up in Calcutta amid political discussions. 

क  क              -     क क                              आ  

 College brought freedom. 

                    

 Moving to Delhi in the 1970s was different. 

1970 क    क                            

 The university included impressive women faculty – Thapar, R. Champakalakshmi, K. 
Meenakshi, Shereen Ratnagar, Suvira Jaiswal. 

                                          ,   .    क   , क .       ,            ,        

                   

 But a Sanskrit guru refused to teach Kumkum Vedic Sanskrit as she was a woman. 

      ए  स                          क             स                                  

 Harassment was common on Delhi buses. 

     क                आ      

 ―We learnt to use our shoulder bags as shields and our elbows as weapons…Carefree 
commuting was out of the question.‖ 

―                     औ                                     स   …                        

स            ‖ 

 She also experienced harassment within the academic space. 

                               स               

 ―I could not help thinking about how slowly things change, if at all they do.‖ 

―      स     स                                                 ,                 ‖ 

 Preeti Gulati, too, recalls harassment on the Metro. 

                                              

 Within the family, too, gender norms were slow to change. 

                                   -               

 ―My Nani cried at the birth of every single girl child.‖ 

―                                    ‖ 
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 Her interest in history began with silences around the Partition in her own family. 

     स                                   स               स          

 About her work as a historian, she reflects: ―I think I subconsciously refuse to place gender at 

the forefront of my research because it occupies so much of my present and my everyday 
that I might risk losing my mind if I give it more space.‖ 

          स                                      : ―             स                             

     स                               औ                                        स  औ             

            स  स         स       ‖ 

 


