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A lucky break sees Antonelli become
youngest F1 championship leader

The 19-vear-old Mercedes driver takes advantage of a mid-race safety car to leapfrog into the lead after a dreadful start from pole position

JAPANESE GP

Agence France-Presse
SUZUKA

ercedes’ Kimi An-

tonelli won the Ja-

panese  Grand
Prix on Sunday for his se-
cond straight victory, as
the 19-year-old Italian be-
came the youngest driver
in Formula One history to
lead the world champion-
ship standings.

Antonelli took advan-
tage of a mid-race safety
car to leapfrog into the
lead after a dreadful start
from pole position and led
home McLaren’s Oscar
Piastri by 13.722sec with
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc a
further 1.548sec back in
third. He moved up to 72
points and leads the cham-
pionship by nine points af-
ter three races, building on
the first Grand Prix win of
his career two weeks ago in
China.

“Of course it’s still too
early to think about the
championship but we're
on a good way,” said
Antonelli.

His Mercedes teammate
George Russell finished
fourth to drop to second in
the championship stand-

Idon’t know what would
have happened, what
the outcome would have
been without the safety
car, but it definitely
made my life a lot easier
ANTONELLI

ings on 63 points. Leclerc
is third on 49.

Russell battled Piastri
for the lead over the first
half of the race but pitted
just before the safety car
which dropped him out of
contention for the win.

Piastri secured second
in his first Grand Prix start
of the season, after crash-
ing on his way to the grid in
the opener in Australia and
missing the race in China
because of a technical
problem.

Piastri led for the first
half of the race before the
safety car gave Antonelli
his chance.

McLaren’s world cham-
pion Lando Norris was
fifth ahead of Ferrari’s Le-
wis Hamilton and Alpine’s
Pierre Gasly. Red Bull's
four-time world champion
Max Verstappen, the win-
ner in Japan for the past
four years, was eighth after

starting from 11th.

Formula One now takes
an extended break until
the Miami Grand Prix on
May 3.

The results: 1. Antonelli
(Mercedes) 1h 28m 3.403s, 2.
Piastri (McLaren) at +13.7225, 3.
Leclerc (Ferrari) +15.270, 4.
Russell (Mercedes) +15.754, 5.
Norris (McLaren) +23.479, 6.
Hamilton (Ferrari) +25.037, 7.
Gasly (Alpine) +32.340, 8.
Verstappen (Red Bull) +32.677,9.
Lawson (Racing Bulls) +50.180,
10. Ocon (Haas) +51.216, 11.
Hulkenberg (Audi) +52.280, 12.
Hadjar (Red Bull) +56.154, 13.
Bortoleto (Audi) +59.078, 14.
Lindblad (Racing Bulls) +59.848,
15. Sainz Jr. (Williams) +1m
05.008s, 16. Colapinto (Alpine)
+1m 05.773s, 17. Perez (Cadillac)
+1m 32.453s, 18. Alonso (Aston
Martin) +1 lap, 19. Bottas
(Cadillac) +1 lap, 20. Albon
(Williams) +2 laps.

Retirements: 21st lap:
Bearman (Haas), 31st lap: Stroll
(Aston Martin).

Championship standings:
Drivers: 1. Antonelli 72 points, 2.
Russell 63, 3. Leclerc 49, 4.
Hamilton 41, 5. Norris 25, 6.
Piastri 21, 7. Bearman 17, 8. Gasly
15,9, Verstappen 12, 10. Lawson
10, 11. Lindblad 4, 12. Hadjar 4,
13. Bortoleto 2, 14. Sainz Jr. 2, 15.
Ocon 1, 16. Colapinto 1.
Constructors: 1. Mercedes 135
points, 2. Ferrari 90, 3. McLaren
46, 4. Haas 18, 5. Alpine 16, 6. Red
Bull 16, 7. Racing Bulls 14, 8. Audi
2,9, Williams 2.

Antonelli (19y 7m 4d) breaks
Hamilton’s record (22y 4m
6d) to become the youngest
driver to lead the drivers’
championship

Antonelli is the first driver

to win multiple races as a
teenager, and the first Italian
o win consecutive races since
Ascari in 1953

The Kalian is the first whose

first two wins have both
been hat-tricks (pole, race win,
fastest lap)

After three races, Red Bull
sits P& in the constructors’
standings. Only in 2006,2007 and

2008 wasit in such a position
after the first three races
Forthe first time since
his Suzuka debut in 2009,
Hamilton has finished the race

Every driver who has won at
Suzuka since 2004 has either
gone on to bag the drivers’
title or finish at least as
runner-up that season

in an even position (P6)

l The number of times a
team has won the first

three races of a season. On

every previous occasion, the

outfit has gone on to win at least

one of the two championships

during that campaign
l Alonso and Aston
Martin finally took the
chequered flag in 2026
3 O McLaren has become the
first team to record as.
many as 30 top three finishes at
the Japanese GP
5 2 Leclerc goes level with
Raikkonen for the fourth
most podiums by a Ferrari driver
8 8 Antonelli has led more
laps than every other
driver combined this season
(Russell - 36, Leclerc - 23, Piastri
- 16, Hamilton - 4)

3 l 5 Mercedes goes past
Williams for most

- podium finishesin F1

| 50 The Japanese GP
was the 500th round

of the world championship
10 be wen by the polesitter.

~  Incidentally, the first race won

from pole was also by an Italian
(Farina, 1950 British GP}

Compiled by ANIRUDH VELAMURI

30Mar. A lucky break sees Antonelli become youngest F1 championship leader

TP URIRITS Wi § Tt 9 999 gaT F1 AR disw

e The 19-year-old Mercedes driver takes advantage of a mid-race safety car to leapfrog into
the lead after a dreadful start from pole position.

19 I8T ARTSI ST3aR A3 & 19 H oMU AW PR BT HRIEl IHR Tid TSR 3 TR1E
LT & SIG §6d BTN bl |

e Mercedes’ Kimi Antonelli won the Japanese Grand Prix on Sunday for his second straight
victory, as the 19-year-old Italian became the youngest driver in Formula One history to lead
the world championship standings.

& foptlt Teel A AR ! STari Ui 9t ST, S S9! IR gust Sid 2, 8k 19
i garerdt Wit 9 sfoera o Ay IEaR & ggd A ard Yoy gaT SigaR & TU|
o Antonelli took advantage of a mid-race safety car to leapfrog into the lead after a dreadful
start from pole position and led home McLaren’s Oscar Piastri by 13.722sec with Ferrari’s
Charles Leclerc a further 1.548sec back in third.

M A ¥ & o9 T 31T AU SR BT BRI So16HR UId TeiRH 4 BR1d B3M1d & 16 ded
BRI B! 3R AP AR & TP FUARA o) 13.722 s I 04T, Taf B & Aredd
AdR 1.548 b Ui TR U W T

e He moved up to 72 points and leads the championship by nine points after three races,
building on the first Grand Prix win of his career two weeks ago in China.

I 72 3ieh YT fvT 3R o7 X0 & 1 A Siehl Bt dgd o A1 AR & 31 §, 3 Jwdg
Ugd I B 3o ugd Ui WY Sfid & SR W

e “Of course it’s still too early to think about the championship but we’re on a good way,” said
Antonelli.
TR A Bel, 99 3 ARTART & SR B e 9gd wiee) 8, A 89 I R A g1
o His Mercedes teammate George Russell finished fourth to drop to second in the
championship standings on 63 points.
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e Leclerc is third on 49.

TR 49 3T F Y TR R”F WG

e Russell battled Piastri for the lead over the first half of the race but pitted just before the
safety car which dropped him out of contention for the win.
/T AT S Ugd Y R # et & 91y 9¢d & forg Jud fovan, afea vt R A S
g fie Wi &4 & SR Siid Bl ¢S I T18R 81 1T

e Piastri secured second in his first Grand Prix start of the season, after crashing on his way to
the grid in the opener in Australia and missing the race in China because of a technical
problem.

ool 3 o & 3o uga It it T & g1 W BRI foar, sifeeferr # gt ¥ o firs
TH S TG e & a1 3R I H dab-iid! THR & HRUT I i e & 91|

o Piastri led for the first half of the race before the safety car gave Antonelli his chance.

et 339 & ugd R o sgd o1, A Yot BR 3 Telah &l Aept & faam

e MclLaren’s world champion Lando Norris was fifth ahead of Ferrari’s Lewis Hamilton and
Alpine’s Pierre Gasly.

ApaR- F fay AT A AR viad =M W @, 3% U BN & ge9 aftreed 3R
TS & AR et <3

e Red Bull’s four-time world champion Max Verstappen, the winner in Japan for the past
four years, was eighth after

i@gﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁq%ﬁwﬁwaﬁqﬁfﬁ@ﬁwaﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁm@ﬁ, 313
VM R @
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30Mar | On TDP’s 44th foundation day, leaders call for unity, continued
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30Mar | Challenging times, says PM on West Asia crisis
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VIJAYAWADA

The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) on Sunday celebrat-
ed its 44th foundation day,
with leaders across the pol-
itical spectrum extending
greetings and emphasising
the need to strengthen al-
liance unity for the conti-
nued development of And-
hra Pradesh.

Founded by actor-
turned-politician N.T. Ra-
ma Rao on the plank of Te-
lugu self-respect, the party
has completed over four
decades of a significant
political journey, marked
by electoral successes,
challenges and ideological
battles.

Chief Minister and TDP
national  president N.

T ]

l'— é’ 1 ﬁ

TDP leaders pay tribute to TDP founder N.T. Rama Rao at his statue

in Kadapa on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Chandrababu Naidu, in his
message, described the
party as a reflection of the
aspirations of generations
of Telugu people. He reiter-
ated the party’s commit-
ment to the welfare of the
poor and its founding prin-
ciple of ensuring food,

shelter and clothing for the
underprivileged. Calling
the foundation day a “fes-
tival for every party work-
er,” he conveyed greetings
to cadres across the State.
TDP national general se-
cretary Nara Lokesh high-
lighted the party’s role in

On TDP’s 44th foundation day, leaders
call for unity, continued development
ST—

uplifting marginalised
communities and bringing
welfare-oriented  gover-
nance into national dis-
course. He said the TDP
continues to strive toward
making Telugu people glo-
bally prominent while car-
rying forward the ideals of
its founder.

Extending wishes on the
occasion, Andhra Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister and
Jana Sena Party (JSP) presi-
dent K. Pawan Kalyan re-
called the party’s historic
role in shaping the political
landscape of undivided
Andhra Pradesh.

Stressing that the State’s
progress is closely tied to
coalition unity, he called
upon alliance partners to
further strengthen their
collective spirit.

30Mar. On TDP’s 44th foundation day, leaders call for unity, continued
development

AN F 449 wTyET gy W Aqrait A THar iR fARaR faw &1 sngH fovan

e The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) on Sunday celebrated its 44th foundation day, with leaders
across the political spectrum extending greetings and emphasising the need to strengthen
alliance unity for the continued development of Andhra Pradesh.

AT 3= urf (@SR I IR B AT 4497 RTgT Fay 7, g it Ieifds
@l & ATl ¥ YUBTHATE < 3R Sy U= & FRR v & o Tede= # Tohar & Horgd
P DI ATAIHAT W IR T

e [Founded by actor turned politician N.T. Rama Rao on the plank of Telugu self-respect,
the party has completed over four decades of a significant political journey, marked by
electoral successes, challenges and ideological battles.

AT | I a1 .. IARTE GRT AT WA & YR TR R0 39 1T IR
TPI T e Bt i A O Bt 8, S TG Jierarah, gAifaal 3R daTie
o § fafed @ e

e Chief Minister and TDP national president N. Chandrababu Naidu, in his message,
described the party as a reflection of the aspirations of generations of Telugu people.

eyt SR A & 3 T, TEATY ATag 7 30 Y= A urdf &t A @l b
Uifed! &t samiensii &1 uidfed S|

e He reiterated the party’s commitment to the welfare of the poor and its founding principle of
ensuring food, shelter and clothing for the underprivileged.

IBiH RIS & Her & Ul Uit & ufdagar iR dferdl o fore Wier T, marT 3R avat gRfdd
B b 7o Rigid Bl alexm|

e Calling the foundation day a “festival for every party worker,” he conveyed greetings to cadres
across the State.

I R fGa9 &1 8 SRIGd! & oY T ST Tl U TX IST & HRIGArst Hi
YUY & |

e TDP national general secretary Nara Lokesh highlighted the party’s role in uplifting
marginalised communities and bringing welfare-oriented governance into national
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discourse.

A & WP AR ART AR A dfR TSI & IUM SR HedTvERI JME Bl 51
fau=l & @ o urdt &t Y o1 waifea faa|

e He said the TDP continues to strive toward making Telugu people globally prominent while
carrying forward the ideals of its founder.

I2 Pel fob 1T Su= TRITUe & TS Bl 31 TGTd U A ATl bl Ay TR TR U
S T T SR @ gL B

o Extending wishes on the occasion, Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister and Jana Sena
Party (JSP) president K. Pawan Kalyan recalled the party’s historic role in shaping the
political landscape of undivided Andhra Pradesh.

T AR TR YHBTEATE <d U M8 W & IUGEIHA 3R o1 1 urdf (Sreadh) & sreqes
& mﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ PR & H urcf &1 Ufieiiis
Hlﬁﬁl i I

e Stressing that the State’s progress is closely tied to coalition unity, he called upon alliance
partners to further strengthen their collective spirit.

I51 SR fea i sy &1 gnifd e dys Y uahar ¥ Rdedt § JEt 8 iR Tgantt gall ¥ oo
ATfE® UTGHT B 3R Holqd R BT SGH |

Challenging times, says
PM on West Asia crisis

Modi warns against politicising the issue, says the region is a major centre of India’s energy needs,

and due to the ongoing war, a ‘crisis’ regarding petrol and diesel is emerging around the world

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday noted that

the situation in West Asia
had created “challenging
times” and called for those
“politicising” the issue to
refrain from doing so. He
cautioned Indians against
believing rumours related
to the crisis.

Speaking during his
monthly Mann Ki Baat ad-
dress, the Prime Minister
said that following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, it was ex-
pected that the world
would move forward on a
path of renewed progress.

“However, situations of
war and conflict have con-
tinuously kept arising in
different parts of the
world,” he said.

“At present, a fierce war
has been going on in our
neighbourhood for a
month. Millions of our fa-
mily members, near and
dear ones, live in these
countries, especially work-
ing in the Gulf countries.”

Deeply grateful
“l am deeply grateful to the
Gulf countries for provid-
ing all kinds of assistance
to more than one crore In-
dians there,” he added.

Mr. Modi noted that the

Q I would once again urge all my
countrymen that we must unitedly
overcome this challenge. Those

who are politicising even this issue
should refrain from doing so. This is
a matter concerning the interests
of 140 crore countrymen; there is
no place for self:serving politics.

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

West Asian region is a ma-
jor centre of India’s energy
needs, and due to the on-
going war, a “crisis” re-
garding petrol and diesel is
emerging around the
world.

“These certainly are
challenging times,” he
said. “I would once again
urge all my countrymen
that we must unitedly over-
come this challenge. Those
who are politicising even
this issue should refrain
from doing so. This is a
matter concerning the in-
terests of 140 crore coun-
trymen; there is no place
for self-serving politics.”

“Therefore, those who
are spreading rumours are
causing a major harm to
the country,” Mr. Modi ad-
ded. “I would also appeal
to all citizens to remain vi-
gilant and not be misled by
rumours. Trust only the

continuous  information
provided by the govern-
ment and take action
based only on that.”

Key initiatives

During his address, the
Prime Minister also took
note of various initiatives
aimed at nation-building.
One such initiative was the
Gyan Bharatam Survey
aimed at collecting infor-
mation about manuscripts
across the country.

“If you have a manu-
script or information about
it, do share its image on the
Gyan Bharatam App,” Mr.
Modi said, adding, “Infor-
mation related to each en-
try is being verified before
it is recorded. I am glad
that thousands of manu-
scripts have been shared
so far”

Another initiative he
highlighted was MY Bharat

Budget Quest. “It aims to
connect the youth across
the country with the Bud-
get process and policymak-
ing,” the Prime Minister
said. “Nearly 12 lakh youth
from across the country
participated in the quiz.”

Sports achievements
The Prime Minister also
devoted a section of his ad-
dress to India’s sporting
achievements in the recent
past.

“When India achieved a
historic victory in the T20
World Cup, a wave of joy
swept across the country,”
he said. “We are all very
proud of our team’s
thumping success.”

“Late last month, a
thrilling match was wit-
nessed in Hubli, Karnata-
ka. By winning this match,
the Jammu and Kashmir
cricket team secured for
themselves the Ranji Tro-
phy,” he said. He remarked
that this success for Jammu
and Kashmir will encour-
age many young people to
take up sports, adding that
the people of J&K have a
“tremendous passion” for
sports. “I am glad that it is
now becoming a hub for
major sporting events,” Mr.
Modi said. “I hope this win-
ning streak of J&K sports
persons continues in the
future.”
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30Mar. Challenging times, says PM on West Asia crisis

uf3r efRmar I@we W diew A we1, gyt g

Modi warns against politicising the issue, says the region is a major centre of India’s
energy needs, and due to the ongoing war, a ‘crisis’ regarding petrol and diesel is
emerging around the world

HE 7 e, b AA-NTaB 0T & (GAT® IqT, FT I8 &F UIRd Bt Sl oiedl BT Ugd s
2 3R ¥ g5 & RUI Ueid 3R Soa &) AB: YR H The’ U TET 8

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday noted that the situation in West Asia had created
“‘challenging times” and called for those “politicising” the issue to refrain from doing so.
T % Wi A AqaR o w1 6 ufdm ofmr &t fRufa 3 gyl g Oe = fear
8 3R U e, B AT AP HRA ardll F TIT 7 B BT M foban|

He cautioned Indians against believing rumours related to the crisis.

I HRAT! DI 39 U I IS 3Pparel IR YN 7 & &1 gara-t ol

Speaking during his monthly Mann Ki Baat address, the Prime Minister said that following the
COVID-19 pandemic, it was expected that the world would move forward on a path of
renewed progress.

3T AIRYS |1 D1 AT HRIGH | sied gU UHHA = gl i BIfaS-19 WWR & 91 I8
Iuiie @ S e ot i gfan sk O oeifd & Al wR o aeh |

“However, situations of war and conflict have continuously kept arising in different parts of
the world,” he said.

I8 g, g, gfar & faftrs fRwdl & g ofik Tuf ) Rufaat @R Saa gt @ &1
“At present, a fierce war has been going on in our neighbourhood for a month.

“FaHH H, AR TS H U HeH ¥ 17l gg 9 T 6

Millions of our family members, near and dear ones, live in these countries, especially
working in the Gulf countries.”

AR ARAT IRARSH 3R e 39 3= 7 T8 &, faRvar Tep S H s pRA g 17

Deepl _\grateful
m% ST

“I am deeply grateful to the Gulf countries for providing all kinds of assistance to more than
one crore Indians there,” he added.
I5i FET, “H et =N 1 31 3MHRY §, 81 981 U eI ¥ $1fid YR &1 & UHR
DI AT U i l”
Mr. Modi noted that the West Asian region is a major centre of India’s energy needs, and
due to the ongoing war, a “crisis” regarding petrol and diesel is emerging around the world.
£t A 3 pet b afde CRMATS & YR 31 SHolf Sevdl Bl THW % 8 3R SR} §g & BRI
eI 3R SN &1 AR fay R & U ‘Yahe” IR IR
“These certainly are challenging times,” he said.
I FeT, a8 FifEd U § gerdiqef qwa 31
“l would once again urge all my countrymen that we must unitedly overcome this challenge.
%?wm&mﬂﬁm%ﬁﬁmwg%sﬁﬁwwﬁ?ﬂwwm

I
Those who are politicising even this issue should refrain from doing so.
N T 3 e, 1 4 Aol 3R R €, I T R I T 71|
This is a matter concerning the interests of 140 crore countrymen; there is no place for self-
serving politics.”
Tg 140 RIS SRATRTA! & 30 T ST A 5; 3 T weiifa & fou o8 wm gt g1
“Therefore, those who are spreading rumours are causing a major harm to the country,” Mr.
Modi added.
B ST HT, “SHITY S ANT SABaATe el 36 &, 4 4 DI 931 JHUH UgaIe g I

“I would also appeal to all citizens to remain vigilant and not be misled by rumours.

<& Fuft AR § 3rdite vl § fob 3 e I8 SR 3harel ¥ TFRTE 7
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e Trust only the continuous information provided by the government and take action based
only on that.”

P TXPR GRT o off T8t FRAR SFBRT TR g T Y 3R I & YR TR HRATS B

Key initiatives

g ugd
e During his address, the Prime Minister also took note of various initiatives aimed at nation-
building.

30 e & SRM TuEE 3 IR ftor & Igg ¥ T 61 it usd! &1 +ff Seora b

e One such initiative was the Gyan Bharatam Survey aimed at collecting information about
manuscripts across the country.
ﬁ?ﬂé%wugammqﬁ&mzﬁ, T 35 <R I gigfaftal & IR & SHSRI Tha
PRATB

e ‘“If you have a manuscript or information about it, do share its image on the Gyan Bharatam
App,” Mr. Modi said, adding, “Information related to each entry is being verified before it is
recorded.
it At 7 e, Al 3MTH UM P TR a1 3T Yaifd THHR B, df S oia I
YRAH U7 IR IS BN, 3R SIST, “UdD TP I Hefd STHaR! Bl aof B3 3 Ugd Jiid
ERIEIRE

e | am glad that thousands of manuscripts have been shared so far.”
T3 =M B % 3@ aob goIR! urgfara Tmen &t <1 gl g I”

e Another initiative he highlighted was MY Bharat Budget Quest.

3T TP 3= Ugd ATS HIRd qoie Pee o Hf Iwi [T

e ‘|t aims to connect the youth across the country with the Budget process and policy-
making,” the Prime Minister said.

YT 3 HET, “UDT 3= SRR & garsil w1 gele ufspar sk Hifa fAufor s
o “Nearly 12 lakh youth from across the country participated in the quiz.”

SRR Y AT 12 ARG a3t = 39 foost § T feran)

Sgorts achievements

e The Prime Minister also devoted a section of his address to India’s sporting achievements in
the recent past.
TYTHA A 30+ Jaed &1 U 381 §1d & 90g # YRd &1 A Juatsdl ot +f gafta fean

o “When India achieved a historic victory in the T20 World Cup, a wave of joy swept across the
country,” he said.

%%ﬁw, S YR = d120 a8 BY H Ui Sid s1iya &f, & ¥ 32 & gt B R ars
-

e “We are all very proud of our team’s thumping success.”
g9 Tt 3ot 9 Bt MR Thaar IR §gd Td Agqy dRd g I”

e “Late last month, a thrilling match was witnessed in Hubli, Karnataka.
IS 7R & 3id & Pled b gaoll § U JHTS H9 & 77|

¢ By winning this match, the Jammu and Kashmir cricket team secured for themselves the
Ranji Trophy,” he said.
Y AT B Siddr TTW-HRUR fpdre W 7 Il Twt 30 911 R &Y, I8 Fell

e He remarked that this success for Jammu and Kashmir will encourage many young people
to take up sports, adding that the people of J&K have a “tremendous passion” for sports.

I FeT fb SRR B T8 Thard s JaI3i Bl T U P farg URd Bl 3R sireT

fo JaK & AT B Wl & Tl “STadd I ]|

o “l am glad that it is now becoming a hub for major sporting events,” Mr. Modi said.
ot Tt 9 e, gD RN B & I5 9@ U W ARSI T g S SN @I R 17

o ‘| hope this winning streak of J&K sports persons continues in the future.”

TR M T b JaK b AT & T8 Sfid B o wiaws & +ff o) @1
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30Mar. Curb unauthorised expenditure on projects, Railways directs officials

RIS IR 3Afed og R I e, ¥ed A Siftrefeal o fAdw

Curb unauthorised expenditure on
projects, Railways directs officials

S. Vijay Kumar practice is against the spirit  in the detailed estimate or
CHENNAI of financial propriety,” the  construction estimate, a
Railway Board said. revised estimate should be

Expressing serious con-
cern over the increasing in-
stances of unauthorised
expenditure running to
thousands of crores of ru-
pees, the Indian Railways
has called for urgent mea-
sures to enforce financial

The Union government
had put various restric-
tions or limits on the Rail-
way Ministry for sanction-
ing estimates in respect of
variation, cost, and so on.
The practice of incurring
expenditure beyond the

prepared and submitted
for the sanction of the
competent authority,” the
Railway Board said, in-
structing the top officials to
put in place a system to en-
sure that unsanctioned ex-
penditure does not be-

discipline in the system. £ sanctioned cost may ex- comea norm.

The Railway Board has  1op officialswere told toensure ~ ceed such restrictions and
directed the General Man-  that unsanctioned expenditure ~ Violate the guidelines of  ¥9,122 crore
agers of all Zonal Railways,  does not become a norm. the Finance Ministry and  The latest CAG report said
Production Units, and oth- attract criticism in audit during the fiscal 2023-24,
ers to initiate effective highlighted the issue in va-  reports. the Railway Ministry had
measures to curb the prac-  rious audit reports and the The CAG had repeatedly  incurred an unauthorised

tice of incurring unsanc-

matter had now been ta-

raised the issue of incur-

expenditure of ¥9,122.24

tioned expensesin the exe-  ken up by Public Accounts  ring expenditure beyond crore involving 1999 cases.

cution of projects and Committee for review. the sanctioned cost. Un- In the previous year, it re-

subsequently getting the sanctioned expenditure ported that a similar ex-

same approved by the Financial propriety meant incurring expendi- pense to the tune of 6,483

competent authority. “If expenditure is incurred ture on unsanctioned crore was reported in 1,932
Pointing out that the beyond the sanctioned scope or items, which was cases.

cases of unauthorised ex- costand the estimateis put not a judicious decision, The Railways had spent

penditure had increased in
the recent past, the Rail-

up for approval on post
facto basis, scrutiny of esti-

the note said.
“As soon as it becomes

36,19,837.90 crore against
the sanctioned grant of

way Board, inanoteissued mate by competent author-  apparent that the expendi-  ¥6,47,031.69 crore register-
on March 27, said the itygets by-passedand only tureonaworkor projectis ing a net saving of
Comptroller and Auditor option left is to sanction it  likely to exceed the ¥27,193.69 crore in
General of India (CAG) had  as a fait accompli. This amount provided thereof 2022-23.

feg

Expressing serious concern over the increasing instances of unauthorised expenditure
running to thousands of crores of rupees, the Indian Railways has called for urgent
measures to enforce financial discipline in the system.

TRl RIS ¥TI & Fgd JATUPd &g IR THR fidl Had FHRd §T, URdAW ¥ad = Yol §
ot SR A A & T dhTa SUTl &t 07 &t g1

The Railway Board has directed the General Managers of all Zonal Railways, Production
Units, and others to initiate effective measures to curb the practice of incurring unsanctioned
expenses in the execution of projects and subsequently getting the same approved by the
competent authority.

¥Ad 18 A I e Yed, IdTeH SR SR 3 & Heeyd! o Hew fearg fr a
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aRareHTsT & fwred & sRedterd oo 3 3IR a1 | 39 e WRGR! § et faam &t gt
DI AP & o1 THId HaH I3 |

e Pointing out that the cases of unauthorised expenditure had increased in the recent past,
the Railway Board, in a note issued on March 27, said the Comptroller and Auditor General
of India (CAG) had highlighted the issue in various audit reports and the matter had now
been taken up by Public Accounts Committee for review.

Ig S0 U b 21 & g ® 3Ffteprd oag & A el § 9 g8 ©, ¥Ad dls A 27 A1 &Y o’
U e ¥ ogl for UIRa & e vd aeraat wdierd (CAG) A faftid siffse Ruef # sa g
DI o1 & 3R 31 3T A &I Arep A Fidfa grT geen & forg forar mar g1

Financial propriety

o “If expenditure is incurred beyond the sanctioned cost and the estimate is put up for
approval on post facto basis, scrutiny of estimate by competent authority gets by-passed
and only option left is to sanction it as a fait accompli.

g T Ppd AT ¥ 31erd 77 faa ST @ SiR A ! d1e § Hepdl & fore wRge e smar
g, d T& MRISRY gRT g 6 GRfBIR FHR faar o1dr § 3R Fad 9 guf aw & & # wedt
3 &1 fdded SaaT 5|

e This practice is against the spirit of financial propriety,” the Railway Board said.
Ig g1 =it gpferar &t yiaT & f3vg 8, Yaa &S A &l

e The Union government had put various restrictions or limits on the Railway Ministry for
sanctioning estimates in respect of variation, cost, and so on.

Bg PR A ¥l HATAd IR AT, URad 31 & Jey # A Wil & fore faftre ufasy
7 4T S §

e The practice of incurring expenditure beyond the sanctioned cost may exceed such
restrictions and violate the guidelines of the Finance Ministry and attract criticism in audit
reports.

Qgﬁvﬁmﬁ@r Y T B BT YUT 7 Ufdeell ) UR R Johell § AR oy waarery & famm-
T BT ITere HR Al § T fifec Rle! & el &1 HRUT a9 Tl g |

e The CAG had repeatedly raised the issue of incurring expenditure beyond the sanctioned

cost.

CAG 7 SR-9R Wigd a1 ¥ 31fdd T & T, B! IS 5|

e Unsanctioned expenditure meant incurring expenditure on unsanctioned scope or items,
which was not a judicious decision, the note said.
e B Fgl T b SRl oI &1 Haad SRdidhd aRR a1 Hal IR a9 $HRAT 8, Sl U 3fad
fofa Tei 51

e “As soon as it becomes apparent that the expenditure on a work or project is likely to exceed
the amount provided thereof in the detailed estimate or construction estimate, a revised
estimate should be prepared and submitted for the sanction of the competent authority,” the
Railway Board said, instructing the top officials to put in place a system to ensure that
unsanctioned expenditure does not become a norm.

SR B I8 Ty g1 o % fandt el o ufvaer T w e favga an fwfor segem & Rufa afrd
31feres 1 aTeTT €, Ueh WRNRIT SHTH daR R Jel WiAGRT & Tt & forg U fasan S
TfRT,” Yad SIS 7 Fgl, iR 2 el o Fdwr faan f 3 Uft yoneht waft &% oy
3Igpd o0 Y TT =1 § WY |

9,122 crore

9,122 PIS

e The latest CAG report said during the fiscal 2023-24, the Railway Ministry had incurred an
unauthorised expenditure of ¥9,122.24 crore involving 1999 cases.

FaHTH cAG R & SruR, fad 9y 2023-24 & SR Y& WATAT = 1999 HHE! H 29,122.24
PRI BT AP T |
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e In the previous year, it reported that a similar expense to the tune of 26,483 crore was
reported in 1,932 cases.
fUzd I, 26,483 BRIS BT A Y 1,932 HHC! H gof fbar a7 o7

e The Railways had spent %6,19,837.90 crore against the sanctioned grant of ¥6,47,031.69
crore registering a net saving of 27,193.69 crore in 2022-23.

A A 2022-23 T 26,47,031.69 RIS & Whd 3G & JoTad 26,19,837.90 IS T [,

R 227,193.69 BRI B Y T9Id G5 B T |

On Maharashtra’s anti-conversion Bill

How does the 60-day notice requirement work? Who can file a complaint under the law? What penalties does the Bill prescribe for violations? When can a

marriage be declared null and void? Why have civil rights groups raised concerns? How has the State justified the need for the law?

EXPLAINER

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:
he Maharashtra Freedom of
Religion Bill, 2026, was passed
by both Houses of the
Maharashtra Legislature a few
days ago. The Bill has been opposed by
several civil society organisations, which
have expressed apprehensions about the
State encroaching on the personal liberty
of its citizens. They claim that the Bill
violates the fundamental rights enshrined
in the Constitution.

What is the Maharashtra Freedom of
Religion Bill?

‘The Maharashtra Freedom of Religion
Bill, 2026, has been defined as “a Bill to
provide for protection of right to freedom
of religion and prohibition of unlawful
conversion from one religion to another,
and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.” It aims to prohibit
conversions carried out through
allurement, misrepresentation, force,
undue influence, coercion, or any other
fraudulent means.

It lays down an elaborate procedure for
conversion, including a declaration of
intent with a 60-day prior notice. A
post-conversion declaration is also
required.

What are the key provisions?
Under the proposed Act, it is mandatory
for the police officer to register a
complaint even if the relatives of the
converted person approach them. The
complainant may be the converted
person, or their parents, siblings, or any
other person related by blood, marriage,
or adoption.

Any marriage solemnised solely for
unlawful conversion shall be declared null

Chief Minister Devendra Fadi

= ¥
to public order in the State. PTI

and void by the court, on a petition filed
by either party. Any child born out of
such a marriage or relationship belongs to
the religion of the mother before such a
marriage or relationship. The child will
have succession rights to the property of
both parents as per the prevailing laws.
Maintenance will have to be given, and
custody will remain with the mother
unless decided otherwise by a court.

What punishment is proposed under
the Bill?

Punishments for violation include
imprisonment of up to 10 years and a fine
of up to ¥7 lakh. Offences under the Bill
will be cognisable and non-bailable.

The offence of unlawful conversion is
punishable with up to seven years’
imprisonment and a fine of X1 lakh. If the
person converted is a minor, a woman, a
person of unsound mind, or belongs to
the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled
Tribes, the punishment increases to seven
years’ imprisonment and a fine of ¥5 lakh.

Mass conversions will attract similar
penalties. Repeat offenders may face

ausing di

imprisonment of up to 10 years and a fine
of 7 lakh. Institutions found guilty of
forced conversions may face cancellation
of registration and withdrawal of
government aid or grants. Office-bearers
may also face imprisonment of up to
seven years and a fine of Z5 lakh. Victims
will be entitled to rehabilitation,
maintenance, and custody of children.

What are the concerns raised?
Concerns have been raised on several
grounds, including the lack of empirical
evidence to justify such legislation, the
social implications of the 60-day prior
notice requirement, the curtailment of
the individual’s right to freedom of
religion, and administrative overreach
into personal matters.

Last year, the State government
appointed a seven-member special
committee under the Director General of
Police to study legal issues related to

been made public, though the
government has said that the committee
recommended enacting a special law.

religious conversion. Its report has not yet

Opposition leaders have termed the Bill
‘regressive’ and alleged that it targets a
particular community.

Since offences under the Bill are
non-bailable, civil rights activists have
expressed concerns that it may target
interfaith marriages and minority
religious practices. They also fear the
intervention of families and vigilante
groups in pressuring consenting adult
couples.

“In any case, this places State
surveillance over deeply personal
decisions related to faith and marriage,” a
civil rights activist said.

Bureaucrats have also raised
administrative concerns. “There is no
established certification system for
religions right now. We will have to
develop a system. This is an
administrative concern. We will have to
look into the models that other States
have developed. An entire gamut of
administrative mechanisms will have to
be created,” a senior IAS officer said,
adding that the revenue authorities will
now come into the picture for matters of
marriage and personal laws, which were
managed by the civil courts so far.
“Personal law is increasingly becoming a
matter of administrative authorities. This
creates a complication for marriages out
of free will, too,” an IAS officer said.

How has the State government

Se app
The government has said that the right to
freedom of religion is not absolute. It has
also been said that the cases of forcible
religious conversions have been
increasing in the State, and that the
government does not currently have
effective laws to tackle the law and order
issues arising out of them.

“These instances are causing
disturbance to public order in the State
and are affecting social harmony,” Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis has said.

THE GIST

v

The Maharashtra Freedom of
Religion Bill, 2026, seeks to
prohibit unlawful religious
conversions and mandates
procedures such as a 60-day
prior notice and
post-conversion declaration,
with violations attracting
imprisonment, fines, and
non-bailable offences.

v

The Bill has drawn criticism
from civil society and
Opposition leaders, who argue
it curtails personal liberty,
enables State interference in
faith and marriage, and may
target interfaith relationships,
while the government defends
it as necessary to address
forcible conversions and
maintain public order.

30Mar. On Maharashtra’s anti-conversion Bill

HERTY ¥ yafaror fRid fFdas w

Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026

HERIY U Tdar fa99e, 2026

e The Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026 was passed by both Houses of the
Maharashtra Legislature a few days ago.
HERTY o Tl a8, 2026 1 $o &7 Use HERTY fauFHs & < FeH! gR1 uiRd
foran |

e The Bill has been opposed by several civil society organisations.
39 fAds o1 s NS AT WS+ A [k a2

o They expressed apprehensions about the State encroaching on personal liberty.
IR oY GRT AR Fqdedl H §XI&T BT SHTRIHT TS ¢ |

e They claim that the Bill violates fundamental rights in the Constitution.

371 e & i ug fadus Hiftie Sifrer) &1 Seeiud Sar gl
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What is the Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill?

HERTY Y waaral fadaes = 32

The Bill is de* ned as a law to protect the right to freedom of religion and prohibit unlawful
conversion.

g@ﬁﬂuas o B WA b TUBR BT 6T 3R Y YfaRor R A T & o s
I

It targets conversions through allurement, misrepresentation, force, undue influence,
coercion, or fraud.

Ig Uel Y=, TTerd URgfa, 9, SR wuTE, gaTa a1 haryS) ¥ g ard enfarur B Abar g |
It lays down a procedure including 60-day prior notice for conversion.

O miaRur & fore 60 ot gd g <1 SifAard ]

A post-conversion declaration is also required.

¢HTaR U & de Y TYuT T SIS | |

What are the key provisions?
ST YT F7 872

It is mandatory for the police officer to register a complaint.

gferT SiftreTdt & e Riemad oot oo sifarf g1

Complaint can be filed by the converted person or relatives (parents, siblings, etc.).
Rreprad yafaiya safed a1 3w RaeR @d-Ad), HE-a8 3fe) $R o gl

Any marriage done solely for unlawful conversion will be declared null and void.
Had fay afaRoT & fog fasar wa faarg =g eifvd g

A petition can be filed by either party.

U eg el § 9 ®Is Wt v AT gk I Iadl g |

A child born will belong to the mother’s religion before marriage.

T fqaTe q 571 oA 9raT & qd o ¥ Sefd i

The child will have property rights from both parents.

= BT & Tra-fdl &t wuft o siftrer ghm|

Maintenance will be provided and custody will remain with the mother, unless court decides
otherwise.

HRUT-UIYOT T ST 3R TR HIAT & URY 3870, O dob <IraTed 39T 7 e |

What punishment is proposed under the Bill?

fadu® & dgd |1 ds uAIfad g2

Punishment includes imprisonment up to 10 years and fine up to 7 lakh.

&S T 10 99 9% HRIETH 3R 7 TG 9P U1 M 5|

Offences will be cognisable and non-bailable.

S{ORTY HI 3R FR-STH=Tedt 51|

Unlawful conversion is punishable with up to 7 years imprisonment and %1 lakh fine.

QY YHTARUI TR 7 T4 HRIGTH 3R 21 TG FHAT SHT|

If the victim is a minor, woman, mentally unsound, SC/ST, punishment increases to 7
years and %5 lakh fine.

gfe, fifgd ArarienT, afgen, AHRe ©u R S 91 g Sfd/sed 3 8 @ & 7 af
3R 25 TG i g

Mass conversions attract similar penalties.
Ife® mfaror iR off ¥9H <8 g
Repeat offenders may face 10 years imprisonment and %7 lakh fine.

Qe AT ORI 1 10 98 PRGN 3R 27 A i1 81 Ihal 3|

Institutions may face cancellation of registration and withdrawal of aid.
Teqr3ff 1 eftenur TE 3R SrgeT THTW faar o 9hd 5|
Office- bearers may face 7 years imprisonment and %5 lakh fine.

7 9 SRIGN 3R T5 AR JHIAT &) TheT & |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Victims will be entitled to rehabilitation, maintenance, and custody of children.

fifeadl &1 grat, yRur-grwor 3R F= @ SifiRem &1 ifereR gl

What are the concerns raised?

PP A Rian 3a18 T &2

Concerns have been raised on several grounds, including the lack of empirical evidence to
justify such legislation.

YDA & NI & e wrafie Jigg & S W fidr o 18 8|

There are concerns about the social implications of the 60-day prior notice requirement.
60 f&1 qd a1 &1 IS gumal & de i /i g

It is argued that the Bill curtails the individual’s right to freedom of religion.

HE1 1 ¢ o a5 [9de safaa & ol &t wadarar & SifUeR & it Fxar gl

There are also concerns about administrative overreach into personal matters.

TR AT | RIS geaay &l dax of [idr g

Last year, the State government appointed a seven-member special committee under the
Director General of Police.

fUed av sy R A gfer Ae1fiese & e ra gewita afafa s= |

The report has not yet been made public.

g RUIE anft a T T8 &1 TS 2|

The government stated that the committee recommended a special law.

WBR - BT & AT 7 FaR ST 31 R o

Opposition leaders termed the Bill ‘regressive’ and said it targets a particular community.
fauer 3 38 frasT g3 ST SarT 3R Fel fos U8 U faRiw e & = a9rar 3|
Since offences are non-bailable, activists fear misuse against interfaith marriages and
minority practices.

P RTY TR-STHT &, e Sfar et faamg ik sreusere wurel & faams geuam
HT B

They fear intervention by families and vigilante groups.

32 URARY X TaY THEI & §&I8U 1 S 2|

There is concern about pressure on consenting adult couples.

Teafd A faarg $3 9T T0Pl W ca1 S SRS 5 |

It places State surveillance over personal decisions related to faith and marriage.

75 o 3R faare 9 it fAofal ur Tsg &Y ARt wifia sxar g |

Bureaucrats have raised administrative concerns.

SifraTRal = wRrf=e fRaTt orars § |

There is no established certie cation system for religions currently.

g § 4HY & e &1 yHTor yommelt 8t 81

A new administrative mechanism will have to be created.

T =191 YRS & ST 8T

Authorities may need to study models of other States.

3 Il & ATSH BT T HAT US|

Revenue authorities will now be involved in matters of marriage and personal laws.

3 IToRG ATRUPBRY faaTg 3R AfFaTd S & THal J mad givl|

Earlier, these matters were handled by civil courts.

Ugd ¥ A AR <rTed] gRT IHT Sd A

This may complicate marriages based on free will.

3T W31 A fopru e faame Sfed 81 god §

How has the State government addressed these apprehensions?
I PR 7 57 Frienaif &1 w1 wrara fean @2

The government stated that the right to freedom of religion is not absolute.

WFR A Bl o el Pt TadTar &1 siftrer gof 78 21
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e |t said cases of forcible religious conversions have been increasing.
WBR P IR SaR YA & ATHA 96 T3 B

e It claimed there are no effective laws to handle such issues.
WEHR A FT [ S99 e & fou gurdt w1 =8t &

e These incidents disturb public order and social harmony.

T YA Jraoi 1P ATRIT 3R JTHITS Hegld ! YHTAd Bl 8 |

e Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis stated this concern.

g 910 Al ¢d% BSUIdN A gl |
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&% & YT & 199, MGNREGS 4D &1 S8 I dfea forar
30Mar | On a wing
IS IR

Despite assurance from Centre,
MGNREGS workers denied work

From Bihar to Rajasthan, thousands of rural workers say work has been halted; as the Centre continues talks with the States

on the VB-G RAM G Act, some district officials say they have been directed not to start new work under the old scheme

Soh”

NEW DELHI

or the past 87 days,
F MGNREGS workers

have been protest-
ing at the Muzaffarpur dis-
trict headquarters in Bihar.
The Union government
had assured them that un-
til the Viksit Bharat-Gua-
rantee for Rozgar and Ajee-
vika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025,
passed by Parliament in
December, is rolled out,
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) will continue
unchanged. But on the
ground, workers say the
story is very different.

The protest in Muzaffar-
pur began on January 2.
Nearly 12,000 workers in
the district have not re-
ceived work for the past
three or four months —
even before the new rural
employment law was intro-
duced.

Uncertainty continues

There is no clarity on when
the new scheme under the
VB-G RAM G Act will be im-
plemented on the ground,
as the Centre is still hold-

o

ing talks with the States to
establish the necessary
framework.

“Usually, no work is gi-
ven during the rain. We
waited for the monsoon to
end, then for the water-
logged areas to drain. By
December, the MGNREGA
season normally begins.
But despite repeated de-
mand, no work has been
provided. This is a blatant
violation of the law,” said
Sanjay Sahni of MGNREGA
Watch-Bihar, an organisa-
tion working with rural

i g =3 > o
Hold on: The scheme under the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025 is yet to be rol

workers. Facing repeated
rejections, around 16,000
workers — most of them
women — gathered at the
district headquarters to
demand work. A delega-
tion also travelled to Delhi
on March 25 to meet senior
officials in the Rural Deve-
lopment Ministry.

“The district officials
claim they have instruc-
tions not to start any new
work. But the Ministry offi-
cials insist that no such or-
der exists,” Mr. Sahni said.
He wonders whether it is

LTS
lled out. MOORTHY G.

lack of information or
whether there is an infor-
mal signal from the Centre
to stop all work under the
MGNREGS.

Ground reality

In Dungarpur district of
Rajasthan, similar com-
plaints have emerged. At
Balwarha panchayat,
around 40 women workers
arrived on March 23 to
complete paperwork for
April’s work cycle. Pan-
chayat officials asked them
to return later, citing a lack

of clarity. On Saturday,
they were told that the
MGNREGS had been dis-
continued and no further
work would be available
under the scheme.

At Padarmarhi Mewarha
panchayat, nearly 30 wo-
men workers sat for four
hours last Friday, demand-
ing work for the first week
of April. Local officials in-
itially claimed that direc-
tions had been issued not
to start new MGNREGS
works. After the women re-
fused to leave, their appli-
cations were eventually ac-
cepted, but uncertainty
continues whether any
work will actually be as-
signed.

“For each household,
MGNREGA work brings in
about ¥25,000 to 328,000
annually. In some women-
led households, MGNRE-
GA and government pen-
sions are the only sources
of income,” said Madhulika
of the Rajasthan Asangathit
Mazdoor Union.

“There are no formal or-
ders. The VB-G RAM G Act
clearly states that until it is
implemented, MGNREGA
will continue. But on the
ground, we are being told
otherwise,” she said.

30Mar. Despite assurance from Centre, MGNREGS workers denied work

&% & ATYTT & 1G9, MGNREGS 4f¥®1 &1 S8 I dfa fovar

e From Bihar to Rajasthan, thousands of rural workers say work has been

halted; as the Centre continues talks with the States on the VB-G RAM G Act,
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some district officials say they have been directed not to start new work under
the old scheme
fIeR @ IR 9%, TRl urHiur 4fires) &1 w8 % wr a9 s fear man g;
Saf$ $g VB-G RAM G SHfIfaw uR Iral | araiid oIk} 39 U €, $9 Rran
WWW%%G%WW$WWWW#W$%

Rl L%

e For the past 87 days, MGNREGS workers have been protesting at the Muzaffarpur
district headquarters in Bihar.

0% 87 faAl ¥ MGNREGA 4 fagR & gorrmryR forar gemay | favly
U&= B ¢ |

e The Union government had assured them that until the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025, passed by
Parliament in December, is rolled out, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) will continue unchanged.
Fg WPR A I YR a1 o1 i Ta I fapRia WRA-TRE BR ISR T8
3reiifaeT firer @i (vB-G RAM G) Sif¥IfRra™, 2025, S fledeR # T9g grRT uiia
G, TR TE1 Bicll, s e AT et TR Ireitor SR IRt arern
(MGNREGS) faHT sgara & SiRI 3|

e But on the ground, workers say the story is very different.
Qfep T TR R Y4BT BT B ¢ fob U Tgd ST

e The protest in Muzaffarpur began on January 2.
TAERIYR H I8 [aR1Y 2 et ¥ == gl

e Nearly 12,000 workers in the district have not received work for the past three or
four months — even before the new rural employment law was introduced.

5 & ATHIT 12,000 4P B fUsd O 91 IR A1 O HH Te) e § — ggi a&
& 7T ITHOr ASHIR BT A8 ¥ g ot

Uncertainty continues

e There is no clarity on when the new scheme under the VB-G RAM G Act will be implemented
on the ground, as the Centre is still holding talks with the States to establish the necessary
framework.

Ig T e § & VB-G RAM G 3ifuferas & dgd 7S aior sfii wR R &d A grfl, wiife
g anft ot I & WY SIS el TR IR & o J1aeid B2 X875
e “Usually, no work is given during the rain.
“3THAR TR SR & GR DIs B o1 1641 STl
o We waited for the monsoon to end, then for the waterlogged areas to drain.
BH UG T B BT SR b, TOhr THRTa aTa &1 & J@- &1 SaoiR [

e By December, the MGNREGA season normally begins.
fa¥sR 9% IMIA: MGNREGA e & 81 ST 3 |

e But despite repeated demand, no work has been provided.

Qe IR-SR AN & FaS[g Dls HIE o1 (&1 T |

e This is a blatant violation of the law,” said Sanjay Sahni of MGNREGA Watch-Bihar, an
organisation working with rural workers.

g BT BT YA ST g, AT 4B & Y HTH B a1 AT67 MGNREGA ara-fagR
& Horg ATgH! A Hell

e Facing repeated rejections, around 16,000 workers — most of them women — gathered at
the district headquarters to demand work.

IR-IR 3RAIH I BT AT HRdd U THTHT 16,000 YD — T sifrapizr afgart Off — &m
DI T BT AHR o TE&Iad R U g
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A delegation also travelled to Delhi on March 25 to meet senior officials in the Rural
Development Ministry.

TS UiaHHsd 25 A &1 feeett man 3R urdtor faer warera & oy sieial 3 i)
“The district officials claim they have instructions not to start any new work.

“forer MWW%%G%@%WW%HW%%%%I

But the Ministry officials insist that no such order exists,” Mr. Sahni said.

AT T & IR Fea & b T IS o T =, ot W I el

He wonders whether it is lack of information or whether there is an informal signal from the
Centre to stop all work under the MGNREGS.

I AT I3 b T8 BRI b1 HH! & 1 fhR g b1 iR T MGNREGS & ded It &1H
A BT BIS SHTAING Tobd ¢ |

Ground reality

SHI gdted

In Dungarpur district of Rajasthan, similar complaints have emerged.

TR & TR forat & off 53t TRg &1 Riwrrd I o 6|

At Balwarha panchayat, around 40 women workers arrived on March 23 to complete
paperwork for Apr|I s work cycle.

FEaET UARad § T 40 Tigar 4f¥d 23 A $F oilid & SR I & forg BTl HRIag
T8 XA vgT|

Panchayat officials asked them to return later, citing a lack of clarity.

e SRIGTRAY Y TEaT 1 HHY 1 5T 34 TSR 918 H 9 FI Fall

On Saturday, they were told that the MGNREGS had been discontinued and no further work
would be available under the scheme.

AR $I I TR T fos MGNREGS dig &R e 1 & 3R 39 1ol & a5 31d s HIH
Judsy gl g

At Padarmarhi Mewarha panchayat, nearly 30 women workers sat for four hours last
Friday, demanding work for the first week of April.

AarseT Yarad & TTHT 30 Afgar 4fie Usd YR & IR be b 931 3R 3id
& UG AWIg & o ST & T Bl gl |

Local officials initially claimed that directions had been issued not to start new MGNREGS
works.

RGBT 3 e § araT fha1 i 7T MGNREGS T R 9 934 & Fdw few M 81

After the women refused to leave, their applications were eventually accepted, but uncertainty
continues whether any work will actually be assigned.

A3 & ST ¥ FAPR B & d1G b 3Mde 3Hdd: WHR [T 7T, e I8 e
11 g3 ¢ T araa A B18 Hm fiyeem ar =&

“For each household, MGNREGA work brings in about 25,000 to 28,000 annually.
‘TP URAR & T MGNREGA ST § U 225,000 | 28,000 Ufaad &t 3ma gt |

In some women-led households, MGNREGA and government pensions are the only
sources of income,” said Madhulika of the Rajasthan Asangathit Mazdoor Union.

$S Afgan-ueT gRaRl & MGNREGA 3R TR&GRY UM g 319 & THHH HId &, ISTRITT
SRS HeigR a1 o1 AYferdt 4 Han

“There are no formal orders.

“HIS ARG AT eI 7 |

The VB-G RAM G Act clearly states that until it is implemented, MGNREGA will continue.
VB-G RAM G ITUf-ras TF =0 § Hg5dl § fo 51d d 39 AL e b I, a9 dd
MGNREGA SRl 87|

But on the ground, we are being told otherwise,” she said.

QAf T TR R 0 $3 3R S Jarr A\ .,” 71 FeT|
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Subsidies will not create demand for
air travel to small towns
l n a bid to revive the regional aviation sector,

the Union Cabinet has signed off on a ‘Mod-
ified UDAN’ scheme with a sixfold higher
outlay. The scheme had first been launched to ex-
pand aviation to interior areas, using scheduled
commuter airlines. Even then, industry analysts
and experts had complained that UDAN did not
make a viable business case for small regional air-
lines due to a lack of supporting infrastructure,
low or unpredictable passenger demand, insuffi-
cient coverage of operating costs, and lack of
awareness. In Modified UDAN, the subsidy pe-
riod for tier-II and tier-III routes has been in-
creased from three years to five years, an exten-
sion at least one of the small carriers had sought
under UDAN before the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
The exchequer will also fund the subsidies direct-
ly rather than having airlines levy an additional
charge from passengers, with the government
setting aside 10,043 crore over the next decade
to this end. The government will also spend
12,159 crore to redevelop a hundred unused air-
strips, 3,661 crore to build 200 helipads in re-
mote areas, and purchase aircraft and helicop-
ters for state carriers to boost last-mile
connectivity to better match the mode of tran-
sport to actual demand and geography. The
scheme will also pay for ongoing costs such as
staffing and maintenance of low-traffic airports.
Regional aviation in India is structurally fragile
and unlikely to become widely self-sustaining
due to the unyieldingly high cost per passenger,
price sensitivity, competition from rail and road
transport, and operational inefficiencies. UDAN
did not address them adequately and, sadly,
Modified UDAN carries that failing over. The fore-
most one is weak underlying demand, with
UDAN often picking routes with insufficient eco-
nomic activity even as leisure and occasional tra-
vel could not sustain regular flights. Extending
the subsidies, even if they are eased from the
third year onwards, could keep routes alive for
longer but will not of itself create demand. In this
sense, the government’s reluctance to revisit how
it identifies and nurtures routes, and how diffe-
rent transport modes might substitute for air tra-
vel in low-density regions, seems inexplicable.
The emphasis on last-mile connectivity and bet-
ter planning also appears only partially incorpo-
rated as the details the Civil Aviation Ministry
shared did not mention ground transport links or
integrated scheduling, among others. Whether
the decision to sustain connectivity using sus-
tained government support, rather than cultivate
a market that can stand on its own, will lead to
lasting changes depends on whether route selec-
tion and integration with broader transport and
economic networks improve in practice.

30Mar. On a wing
38 W

e Subsidies will not create demand for air travel to
small towns

oSt BIe WERT & forg gars ar ot wiw Iar 7 wwift

Modified UDAN Scheme and Regional Aviation

TNfUd IS T 3R & famr=

¢ In abid to revive the regional aviation sector, the
Union Cabinet has signed off on a ‘Modified UDAN’
scheme with a sixfold higher outlay.
& fau 83 &) geiifad & & T |, $arg diHsd
3 B8 T 3P a57e & Y GG ST FIAT B
Todt < B

e The scheme had first been launched to expand
aviation to interior areas, using scheduled commuter
airlines.

S TISHT & Ugd! 9R Sfiai® &1 I i Ja1 Ugam &
forg FRruifya Frgex wararsHl & Areaw I R foar ATl

¢ Even then, industry analysts and experts had
complained that UDAN did not make a viable business
case for small regional airlines due to a lack of
supporting infrastructure, low or unpredictable
passenger demand, insuffficient coverage of operating
costs, and lack of awareness.

a9 it faRivsi A Rrerad ot ot f S AeT 31 &
fammI & fou FmTaaiie 9 | sgag™ To A [ife
girardt e 3t o, O a1 fYd arEh |, ufEres
NI &1 AT el 3R SRt @1 B ot

¢ In Modified UDAN, the subsidy period for tier-II
and tier-1ll routes has been increased from three years to
five years, an extension at least one of the small carriers
had sought under UDAN before the COVID-19 pandemic
hit.
RN FroT § WR-g1 3R WR-d AR o forg afeust
3afy o 9 adf § Fere: i 9 &= foar mr 3, g
At uge | 31 71 2R

e The exchequer will also fund the subsidies directly
rather than having airlines levy an additional charge from
passengers, with the government setting aside ¥10,043
crore over the next decade to this end.

WHR e St ggm S 3R anfat § sifafed gew &1
gqmagﬂmﬁu&mmaﬁﬁ 10,043 P Fuffd
Mgl

e The government will also spend ¥12,159 crore to

redevelop a hundred unused airstrips, ¥3,661 crore to build 200 helipads in remote areas,
and purchase aircraft and helicopters for state carriers to boost last-mile connectivity to
better match the mode of transport to actual demand and geography.

PR 12,159 BRNS T HX 100

GAaHT B, 23,661 RIS A

garg ufgdl a1
200%1%&3@@%%?&%?@?%%@%%@%@?%%@@%%

e The scheme will also pay for ongoing costs such as staffing and maintenance of low-traffic

airports.

g AT HH TN dTd §aTs 3181 & HHaR} 3R IWR@Td & arTd Ht a8 Bl
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Regional aviation in India is structurally fragile and unlikely to become widely self-

sustaining due to the unyieldingly high cost per passenger, price sensitivity, competition

from rail and road transport, and operational inefficiencies.

YR T &g o RS ¥ § FHER § 3R 3= i arit anTd, gea wag-=ierr,

¥ IR Hg @ uRkag | ufaeaut quT Hara- S&marsii & RO SIEMR 78T 7 Tl

UDAN did not address them adequately and, sadly, Modified UDAN carries that failing over.

gsﬁruﬁwsqwsﬁﬁm‘mw B Te &R UTS 3R G=NRra o & +ft 7 ot 7t g8
I

The foremost one is weak underlying demand, with UDAN often picking routes with

insuffficient economic activity even as leisure and occasional travel could not sustain regular

flights.

T TS G HH A 2, 56l U Anf g1 T8 R vate enfife wfafaft €t & ik

Sifrafira amn At ISH! & 918 sl 39 It |

Extending the subsidies, even if they are eased from the third year onwards, could keep

routes alive for longer but will not of itself create demand.

TSt FgM ¥ AFf $2 THY d% I Tobd ], Qb1 3TY [T Wa: I4F et Rt

In this sense, the government’s reluctance to revisit how it identifies and nurtures routes, and

how different transport modes might substitute for air travel in low-density regions, seems

inexplicable.

T D T WNBR BT A7 99 3R FHH U= arat &1 § 3= gRae el &b SUINT IR GAGaR

TIRATIIT IR G

The emphasis on last-mile connectivity and better planning also appears only partially

incorporated as the details the Civil Aviation Ministry shared did not mention ground

transport links or integrated scheduling, among others.

3o B WU 3R SR oI R SR 3R =0 I & =nfirer 7 wiifes fazor F wefig

uf¥ag Wud a1 Tufad THg-aRoT B Ikd 8 7

Whether the decision to sustain connectivity using sustained government support, rather than

cultivate a market that can stand on its own, will lead to lasting changes depends on whether

route selection and integration with broader transport and economic networks improve in

practice.

R T Y U S I8 BT (077 Fepiferes TRkad= amem a1 g1, I8 39 a1d R AR

HAT b Ut gge1 oiR ufvag= @ enffe Aead & Ty wo-ay B fasa1 guR g1 5|
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WM & 1Y ARBT & A & ¥ § g, A & 99 dud 31
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Pak. as U.S. mediator with Iran
recalls Nixon’s China outreach

Washington's decision is shaped by Pakistan's proximity. its ties with Tehran, and its lack of ties with Israel

WORLD INSIGHT

Suhasini Haidar

akistan’s emergence as
‘Washington’s choice as a
mediator in talks with Iran can

be explained in a number of
ways. Since Operation Sindoor in May
2025, U.S. President Donald Trump has
been flattered by Pakistan’s description of
him as a “peacemaker”, and he has
reportedly built a personal rapport with
Pakistan’s Field Marshal General Asim
Munir and Pakistani PM Shehbaz Sharif,
meeting them several times.

In particular, Mr. Trump hosted
General Munir to lunch at the White
House in June last year, amidst the last
U.S -Israeli strikes, in an effort reportedly
to ensure that Pakistan would not support
Iran militarily.

Pakistan’s offer of a critical minerals
deal to the U.S. and decision to join the
Gaza Board of Peace (BoP) have also
helped forge the relationship.

For Iran, Pakistan’s advantage over
many other possible mediators is not only
its proximity but also the fact that it does
not recognise Israel, and thus is not

amenable to concerns or inputs from the
Benjamin Netanyahu government. This
may suit Mr. Trump as well, who has
reportedly conveyed a 15-point proposal
to the government in Tehran, which it
hopes will lead to a ceasefire.

Cold War precedent

However, Washington’s decision to
engage Pakistan as a facilitator for talks
may also be rooted in history, given
Islamabad and a different General’s role
in facilitating U.S. talks with China 55
years ago, at the height of the Cold War.

At that time, U.S. President Richard
Nixon had begun to work on his plan to
open up relations with Beijing (the U.S.
still formally recognised Taiwan as the
Republic of China), but direct Sino-U.S.
Ambassadorial talks had floundered.
Pakistan was not the first option, as he
and his National Security Advisor, Henry
Kissinger, considered others.

Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Chinese
Communist Party and leader of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), turned
down the idea of France as he wanted a
“non-Western” channel. The Warsaw
track fell apart after two rounds of talks
between U.S. and Chinese officials, as Mr.
Mao protested U.S. attacks on Cambodia,

which were part of a U.S. Army effort to
cut off supplies to Vietnamese troops.

‘While Mr. Nixon’s need for partners in
Asia, as the Vietnam War drained the U.S.,
drove him to seek China, Sino-Soviet
tensions gave Mr. Mao a reason to engage
with Washington.

The U.S. tried Romania, working
through President Nicolae Ceausescu to
reach out to the Chinese government, but
hit an unexpected block. “We went to the
Romanians, thinking they were most
d dent of the East P and
they were communists and therefore the
Chinese would like that. Turns out the
one group the Chinese didn’t trust were
Communists,” Mr. Kissinger told journalist
Tom Brokaw decades later, explaining
that Beijing feared Romanian officials
would divulge details to the Kremlin,
which would attempt to sabotage the
process.

By then, Mr. Nixon had also established
asecret channel to the PRC’s leadership
through Pakistani President General Agha
Mohammad Yahya Khan. “In Nixon’s
view, Khan was an attractive intermediary
since he had good relations with the
leaders of the U.S. and the PRC, and he
provided a means to circumvent the U.S.

Department of State, which Nixon feared

might oppose or publicise his initiative,”
records the U.S. Office of the Historian, in
a note about the China opening.

According to one account, the White
House sent two identical notes, one
through President Yahya Khan and
another through President Ceausescu, but
it was Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Washington, Agha Hilaly, who returned
with a response first, a whole month
before his Romanian counterpart did. In
July 1971, Mr. Kissinger travelled to
Pakistan, where he feigned an illness and
was taken to Nathiagali (near Murree),
away from the eyes of the press corps and
even his own diplomats in Islamabad.
Gen. Khan had arranged for a commercial
PIA flight 707 to take him from
Rawalpindi to Peking (Beijing) for talks.

Mr. Kissinger, who had been hosted by
Indian officials a day before, reportedly
used “Delhi belly” as his excuse to ensure
a 64-hour getaway that included meeting
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai and others in
China for the first time. Planning for Mr.
Nixon’s visit to China in February 1972,
which he referred to as the ‘week that
changed the world’, had begun.

Cost of back-channel diplomacy
The event had deep and lasting impacts
on South Asia as well. Mr. Nixon’s
preoccupation with his back-channel to
China and deep-seated rancour against
India led him to turn a blind eye as
Pakistan’s troops unleashed a genocide
on Bengalis in East Pakistan. On March
25, 1971, the Pakistan Army launched
Operation Searchlight, killing an
estimated three million over the next nine
months, according to the Bangladesh
government.

On April 28, 1971, Mr. Kissinger sent a

memo to Mr. Nixon detailing options
before the U.S.: (1) support Pakistan
militarily; (2) maintain neutrality; (3) help
“Yahya achieve a negotiated settlement”.

Mr. Nixon’s instructions, despite
desperate telegrams from the U.S.
Embassy in Dhaka about the violence,
were clear. “To all hands, don’t squeeze
Yahya at this time,” he wrote, checking
option (3).

The crackdown led lakhs of refugees to
flee to India, spurring India’s support to
the Muktibahini movement led by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, who had won Pakistani
General elections in December 1970 but
was imprisoned. The India-Pakistan war
followed, where the U.S. even attempted
to threaten India by dispatching a naval
fleet, but ultimately, Bangladesh was
formed by December that year. India’s
perspective was shaped by the 20-year
Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship
and Cooperation signed in August 1971.

Pakistan has played the role several
times. External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar reminded opposition MPs at an
all-party meeting last week, when they
criticised the government’s failure to play
abigger role in the crisis. Since 1981,
Pakistan has represented Tehran through
its Embassy in Washington’s “Iran
Interests Section”. During the
two-decade-long U.S. military
intervention in Afghanistan, Pakistan also
acted as a mediator with the Taliban.
Islamabad was the venue for Quadrilateral
talks between Egypt-Pakistan-Turkiye-
Saudi Foreign Ministers on Sunday, and
could host a U.S. delegation this week.
Much depends on whether the Iranian
leadership, which accused the U.S. of
planning a ground invasion, will join the
talks.

30Mar. Pak. as U.S. mediator with Iran recalls Nixon’s China outreach
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Pakistan’s emergence as Washington’s choice as a mediator in talks with Iran

I P 1Y 91di # FIRATEH Pt WG & U H UTfhi BT SHIAT

o Pakistan’s emergence as Washington’s choice as a mediator in talks with Iran can be
explained in a number of ways.
R & 1Y ardf § aiRATeT &) UHe & 7Y H UIfhae &7 SHRAT 65 aiidh! o THEIT off
THA 5|

e Since Operation Sindoor (May 2025), U.S. President Donald Trump has been ¢ attered by
Pakistan’s description of him as a “peacemaker”, and he has reportedly built a personal
rapport with Pakistan’s Field Marshal General Asim Munir and Pakistani PM Shehbaz
Sharif, meeting them several times.
TR RigR @S 2025) F 18, AR@! AFURY TS ¢U Tifdhea™ gRT 3 “Rnifdga w7
T Y YUIfAd U, 3R I BT dR IR UIfB & ies RN oFRe STRW gHiv 3R
TTHAT JgaTS IRIE & Y AT SaY T §, I B3 aR JoAThId i g |

e In particular, Mr. Trump hosted General Munir to lunch at the White House (June last year),
amidst the last U.S.-Israeli strikes, in an ee ort reportedly to ensure that Pakistan would not
support Iran militarily.
Ry U 9, 4t $u A TR GR &1 FT3e 3189 (Uroa ad 5f) ¥ <IUsR & HivH & g
TG fara, Sifaw sANeT-goRIgd g9l & SR, difds T8 A fasar o 9 & uifrear
REA B AT IALT TS|

o Pakistan’s o er of a critical minerals deal to the U.S. and decision to join the Gaza Board
of Peace (BoP) have also helped forge the relationship.
T gRT Hgedqul Wi THsha &1 UHS 3R e 91 31w 7 (BoP) H nfira g1
& g 3 1} ey Aolgg B § e @i g

e For Iran, Pakistan’s advantage over many other possible mediators is not only its proximity
but also the fact that it does not recognise Israel, and thus is not amenable to concerns or
inputs from the Benjamin Netanyahu government.

R & o U™ &1 A1 PHad ST (pedT g1 781 8, e T8 it 2 % a8 seRIga &t
Tyt 1Y T, 3R IURTT SfAT AG=ITg WRBR & JHIG H 781 M7

e This may suit Mr. Trump as well, who has reportedly conveyed a 15-point proposal to the
government in Tehran, which it hopes will lead to a cease- re.
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Cold War precedent
2 g5 BT 38R0

However, Washington’s decision to engage Pakistan as a facilitator for talks may also be
rooted in history (55 years ago), given Islamabad and a dil] erent General’s role in facilitating
U.S. talks with China 55 years ago, at the height of the Cold War.

gTalap, ardl & o UIfhea ! AR §911 1 aifiTe- &1 fufg gfasr (55 adf uger # off
fAfRd &) T 8, Sd SXHIETE 3R Th 30 SR A U g & SR ARG araf o
AftreT P o

At that time, U.S. President Richard Nixon had begun to work on his plan to open up
relations with Beijing (the U.S. still formally recognised Taiwan as the Republic of China),
but direct Sino-U.S. Ambassadorial talks had ¢ oundered.

34 I, SRt Ayufa feas e 3 i & Aoy Qe o1 dio IRs &1 2 (smReT
dq 1t sfiueTes FU 9 argar &t Ruf®re $HTw arg=r ar=adr o), Al Taes 9ia- Mt
SRS ardt fawd g1 T8 A
Pakistan was not the « rst option, as he and his National Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger,
considered others.
UTfeheT Ug el fdded g1 oT, Fiifdh I5I 3R I7ab AP Y&/ YAGHR o} fpfRieR 7 o
fdreul R faarR fobar|
Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party and leader of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), turned down the idea of France as he wanted a “non-Western”
channel.
AT3M SSiT, A HrgfRe uref & sremey 3R diged fuf®re $ifw amg+m (PRC) & =T, 3 WG
& f9aR &I SRABR = fean Fife 3 “TR-uf3lt o ared U
The Warsaw track fell apart after two rounds of talks between U.S. and Chinese oe cials, as
Mr. Mao protested U.S. attacks on Cambodia, which were part of a U.S. Army ee ort to cut
o+ supplies to Viethamese troops.
IR arat ant AR ok A siftieial & g 3 gR &1 araf & a1e ge T, ifes 5t meh
%@?mu? 3Rt gaal o1 fariy fasan, ot fagammedt Rt &1 smgfd I & Tar &1

I

While Mr. Nixon’s need for partners in Asia, as the Vietham War drained the U.S., drove him
to seek China, Sino-Soviet tensions gave Mr. Mao a reason to engage with Washington.
e fraae T g & HRUN 3ARET HHOIR 1 8T AT 3R TR § Wil & srazadsdr 3
@m??ﬁ?ﬂ:rﬁ 3R Uk forarr, gt H-1-afara a=iTa = T137 & QIR J IS & HRUT

I

The U.S. tried Romania, working through President Nicolae Ceausescu to reach out to the
Chinese government, but hit an unexpected block.

1 SATSHT], IPUT FPIeTE ISP & HIeH I T WHR db Ug e
DI DRI BT, AT T TR STelT 37T |
“We went to the Romanians, thinking they were most independent of the East Europeans and
they were communists and therefore the Chinese would like that. Turns out the one group the
Chinese didn’t trust were Communists,” Mr. Kissinger told journalist Tom Brokaw decades
later.
1 JAAATS AN & IR 77T, I8 raas fob 3 gdf JRIU T Ja WA § IR FHgfRe &, 39
T I8 UG D | w1 Ul =l fob fr T9g IR =it WRIT 8] dhrd 3, 98 HRf-Re ,” 41
fhRIGR A UZbR TTH bl Bl GRD] d1G Tl
He explained that Beijing feared Romanian oe cials would divulge details to the Kremlin,
which would attempt to sabotage the process.
35+ THSA & ST ! 83 o fos IH-aTg 3SR TSR shafed &I ¢ i, S 39 ufshar
! fAtd B BT BRI BT
By then, Mr. Nixon had also established a secret channel to the PRC’s leadership through
Pakistani President General Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan.
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“In Nixon’s view, Khan was an attractive intermediary since he had good relations with the
leaders of the U.S. and the PRC, and he provided a means to circumvent the U.S.
Department of State, which Nixon feared might oppose or publicise his initiative,” records the
U.S. Office of the Historian.

g & =PRI H, T@H T pve AER ¥ Rife 376 MNP 3R PRC & Ad13il & 1Y

I oY U, 3R I5i AN fagxr AU B SRIFAR B3 &1 H1egd YeH fovar, o

mlién%%agﬁmmﬁﬁamwmw%wﬁaﬁﬁﬁmm
|

Back-channel diplomacy and its consequences

IP-Td Pe-ifa 3R ITP ufvomH

According to one account, the White House sent two identical notes, one through President
Yahya Khan and another through President Ceausescu, but it was Pakistan’s Ambassador
to Washington, Agha Hilaly, who returned with a response ¢ rst, a whole month before his
Romanian counterpart did.

Te fIaRU1 & SR, RTEC §I8H 7 &l YHM Fic USl, T IPUfdl ATedT W o HIHH I 3R ol
T IISRP & HIFH ), WWﬁW%WWWWWW

AR dIe, 3O JAATATS THHE I X TP HgH Ugd|

In July 1971, Mr. Kissinger travelled to Pakistan, where he feigned an illness and was taken
to Nathiagali (near Murree), away from the eyes of the press corps and even his own
diplomats in Islamabad. ]

Sars 1971 #, 4 frRioR wifdseam e, Sef 3= S1ARY &1 S8 farar SR I AfaamTeht
G & U)o S T, S O ST STAMEIG § S SO ISHI®! B FoR! 9 g1 |

Gen. Khan had arranged for a commercial PIA « ight 707 to take him from Rawalpindi to
Peking (Beijing) for talks.

SR @I A T MU PIA TATSE 707 1 ogaRiT Bt Ul difch I Irdervet o U
(@) ardf o fog o S o 9|

Mr. Kissinger, who had been hosted by Indian o[ cials a day before, reportedly used Delhi
belly” as his excuse to ensure a 64-hour getaway that included meeting Chinese Premier
Zhou Enlai and others in China for the « rst time.

ot fpRIoR, 52 T fo ugd YRdIT Sifiieiiea grY anfaw faar mar o1, 3 $iid dR R fewht
A" B TG SHIHR 64 T B T AT YA DI, fod 914 & ugel! IR -1 gyme= 3is
TS 3R 3= ANl § Gerrebrd =it ot

Planning for Mr. Nixon’s visit to China (February 1972), which he referred to as the ‘week
that changed the world’, had begun.

;ﬂ%@;aﬁiﬂqwmﬁlgmaﬁm, o I ‘g~ dge arar awTg FET, =

Cost of back-channel diplomacy

AF- AT Fe-iifd Bt DI

The event had deep and lasting impacts on South Asia as well.

3 YT T I TR TR T MR WM yHTa US|

Mr. Nixon’s preoccupation with his back-channel to China and deep-seated rancour against
India led him to turn a blind eye as Pakistan’s troops unleashed a genocide on Bengalis in
East Pakistan.

ot IR &1 T & T 9h-d9d TR & 3R HIRd o Ufd T8t ARTONT = 3 gal utfdrea &
SRl TR UTfeh el b1 [T GRT fob T TTT ARG bl FoRSfaTSl - o forT IR fabam

On March 25, 1971, the Pakistan Army launched Operation Searchlight, killing an estimated
three million over the next nine months, according to the Bangladesh government.

25 HT 1971 &Y, e 7 3 TR JIerge 3= fohar, fored spTa =t 7giHt & a1 30
ARG ART IR T, THATGRT IWBR & IR |
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On April 28, 1971, Mr. Kissinger sent a memo to Mr. Nixon detailing options before the U.S.:

28 U 1971 B, &t fHRIGR 7 4t o= o1 T F1u7 Vol w31 & I fadhed sam@

T:

(1) support Pakistan militarily;

(1) UTpEaH & =T T4 J UL T,

(2) maintain neutrality;

(2) ISRICT J-T1E QT

(3) help “Yahya achieve a negotiated settlement”.

(3) “TTRN B AT FATY ™ & Heg BT

Mr. Nixon’s instructions, despite desperate telegrams from the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka about
the violence, were clear.

T1H!1 T 3AR®! gaay ¥ & & aR # FRIRIeH® Seiim & drace, off e & Fdw wy 91
“To all hands, don’t squeeze Yahya at this time,” he wrote, checking option (3).
<t & T, 59 999 91e W ga19 9 31d,” I fordT, fawed (3) Id gul

The crackdown led lakhs of refugees to ¢ ee to India, spurring India’s support to the
Muktibahini movement led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who had won Pakistani General
elections in December 1970 but was imprisoned.

39 & & HRUT aral RO U YT, FoRy URd = gfdaaria=it stigrad o1 99+ faar,
fOrRIT A TG GellgR TeHH o 35 9, Forgi fear 1970 & wifdsed & o g-ma Sitd &
Afe 3% &g B foram T |

The India-Pakistan war followed, where the U.S. even attempted to threaten India by
dispatching a naval ¢ eet, but ultimately, Bangladesh was formed (December 1971).
TSP I YRA-UTP G5 g7, Forad SAReT 7 YRd &I YHGM & fore _f® a1 Jor &I
T fohan, <ifdsT Sfda: SiaTeRT o1 o+ (feeiar 1971) gl

India’s perspective was shaped by the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and
Cooperation (August 1971).

YR BT DD HRA-wfaaa 2nifd, #ft ok TgaiT dftr (ermea 1971) I guIfad o)
Pakistan has played the role several times.

I A 5 IR I8 YHeT FTS 5

External A« airs Minister S. Jaishankar reminded opposition MPs at an all-party meeting last
week.

e w=it v, SuRieR 7 fUwe I Ydada doe # faueh aie) & su@! arg s

Since 1981, Pakistan has represented Tehran through its Embassy in Washington’s “Iran
Interests Section”.

1981 &, UTHRAM A dg=T= &I U@ amiivTes § 3 Gaan & “ST Sevved UaRM” &
1y 3 fear gl

During the two-decade-long U.S. military intervention in Afghanistan, Pakistan also acted
as a mediator with the Taliban.

BT H &1 g=TP d SAND! A= §TI&Y & SR, YT + aArferar & Iy off
AR & YffeT g |

Islamabad was the venue for Quadrilateral talks (Egypt-Pakistan-Turkiye-Saudi Foreign
Ministers) on Sunday.

SXATEIG daR &1 Tgueita aral (Fre-urfem-gfea-asd fad=r w=f) &1 w—a ol

It could host a U.S. delegation this week.

I8 39 IwTg Syt ufafalmisa & A9er &R 9&ar gl

Much depends on whether the Iranian leadership will join the talks.

95 $ 59 W AR Fxar g o5 it Aqea arat & <nferer g ar =g

It has accused the U.S. of planning a ground invasion.

I 3MRBT TR STHIFT STHHUT B Aol S BT SRIT T 2|
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Egypt’s Fahmy
appointed as
new Arab
League chief

Associated Press
CAIRO

Veteran Egyptian diplomat
Nabil Fahmy was on Sun-
day appointed as the head
of the 22-member Arab
League, at a time West Asia
is plunged in a war that
shows no sign of abating.

Mr. Fahmy, a former
Egyptian Foreign Minister,
won the support of Foreign
Ministers of memebr coun-
tries in a virtual meeting,
according to the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry.

His five-year term will
start in July, succeeding
Ahmed Aboul Gheit, who
served as Arab League
chief since 2016. Mr. Fah-
my, 75, served as Egypt’s
top diplomat between July
2013 and June 2014. He was
Egypt’s ambassador to the
United States between
1999 and 2008.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

30Mar. Egypt’s Fahmy appointed as new Arab League
chief

fore & weet 1T 3R ol yq@ fge g g

e Veteran Egyptian diplomat Nabil Fahmy was on Sunday appointed
as the head of the 22-member Arab League, at atime West Asia is
plunged in a war that shows no sign of abating.

YA T & SRS AaTd BEH! Bl IAAIR DI 22 TGRNT 3R G &
weRa g fosan T, T g # St ufdm el ue 3R gg A RRrgen @
Sl HH BIH & IS Hebdl gl e R@T |

e Mr. Fahmy, a former Egyptian Foreign Minister, won the support
of Foreign Ministers of member countries in a virtual meeting, according
to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry
ot we, Gﬁﬂﬁﬁg%ﬁﬁmmﬁwﬂ%% 3 TP T3 I6F § WG SNl
& = wfat &1 w0i= U e, S fos o & fager damea = sarT|

e His five-year term will start in July, succeeding Ahmed Aboul
Gheit, who served as Arab League chief since 2016.
311 U a¥ BT HRIGIA SJdls J YR o, 3R  gHG e od T RIH
o7, S 2016 H 3RS TN THE & U H SRR 31

e Mr. Fahmy, 75, served as Egypt’s top diplomat between July 2013
and June 2014.
75 INTT ot g A AT 2013 ¥ 9 2014 & sid i & X IeeRe &
U T B foha|

e He was Egypt's ambassador to the United States between 1999
and 2008.
d 1999 ¥ 2008 & S WY ¥oT ATHT & e & Ieiga 3 |
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How to secure India’s supply chains

ndia’s manufacturing
ecosystem is deeply
embedded in global supply
chains. From energy and
fertilizers to electronics and
chemicals, several sectors rely
heavily on imported raw materials
and intermediates. The recent
geopolitical development in West
Asia has shown how quickly
supply disruptions can ripple
through the economy,
underscoring a stark reality that
while global interdependence is
beneficial, it also amplifies
vulnerability. As the country
navigates ongoing supply chain
disruptions, the events have
reinforced the need for building
long-term resilience through
reduced import dependence.

Ensuring flow of energy
Energy is the backbone of any
economy, powering
manufacturing, transport,
agriculture and services. India
imports about 85% of its crude oil
and over 50% of its gas, making it
highly vulnerable to geopolitical
shocks. Price spikes transmit
quickly across sectors, raising
input costs across manufacturing;
increasing logistics expenses; and
even pushing up consumer prices
via diesel and fertilizer linkages. It
is estimated that every $10 per
barrel hike in crude prices can
cause a $13-$14 billion rise in the
import bill, 30-40 bps rise in
consumer inflation (with complete
pass through), and could even
lower Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth by 0.2-0.3
percentage points. Long-term
energy security is, therefore,
critical and must be anchored in
diversification, domestic capacity,
and technological transition.
Accelerating renewable energy
is central to reducing import
dependence on oil. India’s
progress towards the target of 500
GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030
is noteworthy. However, resilience
requires significant investments in
RE storage to manage
intermittency. The National Green
Hydrogen Mission offers a
pathway to decarbonise industries

Anant Goenka

President of the FICCI

Supply chain
resilience
cannot be built
through isolated
interventions. It
requires an
integrated,
forward-looking
approach

reliant on imported oil and gas.
Even as the country steps up
renewable energy adoption,
expanding domestic oil and gas
exploration is necessary to ensure
long-term energy resilience.
Strengthening buffers by
expanding strategic petroleum
reserves can help the country
withstand short-term supply
disruptions. India has already
started to diversify oil import
sources, which is a positive step.

Securing food security

Even as India has emerged as a net
exporter of several
agri-commodities such as cereals
and marine products, some of the
most critical segments of the food
value chain are deeply
import-dependent. India’s high
import dependence on edible oils,
pulses and fertilizers is a key
concern as any supply disruption
can have direct consequences on
inflation and rural livelihoods.

Pulses and oilseeds need
assured procurement, price
support, and region-specific crop
diversification. Scaling and
accelerating the existing missions
on oilseeds can reduce the current
import gap, where domestic
output meets barely 44% of
demand. The government must
also work towards buffering and
holding strategic reserves for
edible oils and pulses to meet any
contingency requirements.
Fertilizer sector reforms must
focus on the diversification of
suppliers mix, enhancing the
domestic production of
phosphatic and potassic fertilizers,
and the introduction of alternative
bio-fertilizers that can be adopted
at scale.

Supply chain risks in
manufacturing (raw materials and
intermediates) can also have a
deep impact. India’s imports
account for nearly 19% of GDP. Of
this, raw materials make up 34%,
intermediates 31%, and capital
goods 24%. Consumer goods
account for just 12%. India
dominates downstream
manufacturing but is exposed to
imports in upstream and

30Mar. How to secure India’s supply chains

HRT BT MY gaansi &) H4 it fpar e

India’s Manufacturing and Su

pply Chain Vulnerability

midstream inputs such as APIs,
electronics, and industrial
intermediates, amongst others.

The need for diversification
On the raw material front, copper,
lithium, cobalt and other rare
earth minerals remain globally
concentrated, making India
vulnerable given their centrality to
electronics, electric mobility, and
advanced manufacturing. On
intermediates, India imports
nearly 6570% of its
pharmaceutical intermediates
from China despite being a global
leader in generic drug exports.
Likewise, with respect to
electronic imports, India has a
high dependence on
semiconductors, display units,
and components from East Asia.
Limited domestic capability in
high-end industrial machinery
constrains India’s manufacturing
competitiveness and reinforces
reliance on external ecosystems.
These are not easily substitutable
inputs. When they are disrupted,
production stops.

The first and most critical
priority is thus deepening
domestic manufacturing in
intermediates. While current
policy frameworks have largely
incentivised final assembly, the
next phase must target overall
domestic ecosystems such as
strengthening the manufacturing
of APIs, and semiconductors.
Diversification must also continue,
with long-term supply agreements
and strategic partnerships across
regions, including in the markets
of Africa and Latin America.
Re-engineering of industrial
processes can also help reduce
import intensity. Encouraging
industry to adopt direct
conversion technologies,
alternative materials, and
input-efficient production
methods will gradually lower
structural vulnerability.

Supply chain resilience cannot
be built through isolated
interventions. It requires an
integrated, forward-looking
approach involving government,
industry, and global partners.

yRa $1 fafmator 3 smufdf e #t

e |ndia’s manufacturing ecosystem is deeply embedded in global supply chains.
YR &1 faf~afor 1 3 smyfd gaarsit T TewE | ST g Bl

e From energy and fertilizers to electronics and chemicals, several sectors rely heavily on
imported raw materials and intermediates.
Folt 3R ISP T AR sATSI T 3R T IF H3 &7 MTfad F= 7rd R R g

e The recent geopolitical development in West Asia has shown how quickly supply
disruptions can ripple through the economy.
B0 &1 i3y TR 3t Y- Ireifae gerai 2 fG@m o srgfd srumy fad-t aofl 3 srfeqaw
B! gIfad Hl g

e This underscores a stark reality that while global interdependence is benee cial, it also
amplie es vulnerability.

g 3T g f af¥e R fAlar avert 89 & ry-ary Tae-=itear o serit 3|
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As the country navigates ongoing supply chain disruptions, the events have reinforced the
need for building long-term resilience through reduced import dependence.

WT%@%Wwwgw%ﬁﬁmﬁmwmm
A ¢ |

Ensuring « ow of energy

St amyfef Fffda se

Energy is the backbone of any economy, powering manufacturing, transport, agriculture
and services.

St faelt oft srfemawn @t g &, it faf~mfor, ufvag=r, $fy i Jaraii @ darfed st 8|
India imports about 85% of its crude oil and over 50% of its gas, making it highly vulnerable
to geopolitical shocks.

YR 30 F& dd BT 85% 3R A BT 50% A AP 3T BT 8, o T8 Y-’ToI-faed
Fed! & Ui Jag=id gl

Price spikes transmit quickly across sectors, raising input costs, increasing logistics
expenses, and pushing up consumer prices.

I i3 ¥ ST AT, URaed @ 3R IuHiadT SHud ol 3 It 8 |
It is estimated that every $10 per barrel hike can cause a $13-$14 billion rise in import bill,
30-40 bps rise in inflation, and lower GDP growth by 0.2-0.3%.

39 § f ufa 1os1m1;rﬁramq@%13 14 3RY ST ATAT f4d, 30-40 MUK 3iH
gzﬂw‘ﬂ%r 3R St gfS & 0.2-0.3% & TH A B
Long-term energy security must be anchored in diversie cation, domestic capacity, and
technological transition.

;Téqmmwﬁﬁv&nﬁﬁﬁsﬁmw, T & T 3R ddb-te! uftaed=T W 3nemia g
I
Accelerating renewable energy is central to reducing import dependence on oil.
I IGIT ST ST FHRAT 1 B BT U@ IU B |
India’s progress towards 500 GW non-fossil capacity by 2030 is noteworthy.
HRd BT 2030 AP 500 THTETE TR-SHAT=LH &1 HT A& HeagUi ¢ |
However, resilience requires investments in energy storage to manage intermittency.
AfpT e & fore Sretl WeRoT & AR Siawed g |
The National Green Hydrogen Mission o ers a pathway to decarbonise industries reliant
on imported oil and gas.
TFY g STEEIST PRI SHTfd Frofl o PR Sl 61 B ST 1 A 2 81
Expandl domestic oil and gas exploration is necessary for long-term resilience.
e%'\' T YT P! TG SIS g |
Strengthenlng bue ers by expanding strategic petroleum reserves can help withstand short-
term disruptions.
TP USHora HSR S I @i dae J fAuel o1 9&hdr g |
India has already started to diversify oil import sources, which is a positive step.

YRA 3 T Bal 1 fafaefieor = a1 8, o bRIeTs Her 7l

Securing food security

QTR R gt ea s

Even as India has emerged as a net exporter of several agri-commodities, some segments
remain import-dependent.

YR H HN IdTe! 1 Y& Fratasd 797 & srave T2 a7 ondt o smara w AR €1
India’s high import dependence on edible oils, pulses and fertilizers is a key concern.
YRA S QT dd, gTd MR IdRPI IR 3 FRar i &1 fawa g1

Any supply disruption can impact inflation and rural livelihoods.

3Mfef s & gerewifa 3R anftor sefifaeT muifaa gk 81

Pulses and oilseeds need assuredgocurement price support, and crop diversie cation.

aral SR fadel & fae <aw guds, @iie ok waa fafadaur smawas g |
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Domestic output meets barely 44% of demand in oilseeds.

feg IaTe FHad 449 AT & R HIAT ¢ |

The government must build strategic reserves for edible oils and pulses.
WHR DI A HSR S AT

Fertilizer sector reforms must focus on diversie cation of suppliers, enhancing domestic
production, and promoting bio-fertilizers.

Idv® & UR # smyfefpatst o1 fafaehesor, W Iame gfe, Sk Sta & &) 9grar
ST =M T AT

Supply chain risks in manufacturing (raw materials and intermediates)

fafermtor & smyfef sjaen sifew (@ are iR Awad 3dTg)

Supply chain risks in manufacturing (raw materials and intermediates) can also have a
deep impact.
B myfef sjmar SN (@= ard SR Teadl IdTE) 1 TTERT YT US THhdl g
India’s imports account for nearly 19% of GDP.
YR BT AT T THd G SIS BT 19% ¢ |
Of this, raw materials make up 34%, intermediates 31%, and capital goods 24%.
SUH AT HIA 34%, TEATd! SaTG 31%, 3R YSINTG a¥qQ 24% 5 |
Consumer goods account for just 12%.
SUNTT IRGY Had 12% 3|
India dominates downstream manufacturing but is exposed to imports in upstream and
midstream inputs such as APIs, electronics, and industrial intermediates.

YRd A TR & fafmior & g § afe R i ner wR & 39ge O Situfy e,
gagei-Iad 3R JHeNIe Heaaddl Iarel & forg s R AR B

The need for diversie cation

fafadhezur &t smazgsar

On the raw material front, copper, lithium, cobalt and rare earth minerals remain globally
concentrated, making India vulnerable.

He A & TR W arar, fafaw, wiaree ok gay @fee it & & $igd € S ura
HagTMa gl

These are central to electronics, electric mobility, and advanced manufacturing.

3 gage oy, fagyga wfa=iear siv saa faf~mior & fou Aeayui 81

On intermediates, India imports nearly 65-70% of pharmaceutical intermediates from
China.

AYad SdmGl § YR AT 65-70% UL T Fi+ I Smard Rl 6|

Despite being a global leader in generic drug exports.

Y% SIa9e YR T garsii & fafa & spofi g

India has high dependence on semiconductors, display units, and components from East
Asia.

YR srfamae, fewet sorgal ok 7df TlRmm & geal W safds MR 31

Limited domestic capability in high-end industrial machinery constrains manufacturing
competitiveness.

S W Senfre w=irt § i ear ufoeal & guifad st 3|

These are not easily substitutable inputs.

F 3 | wfaeafid 811 aret §99Ye TS ]

When they are disrupted, production stops.

DT Y[ T IR I 3P ATAT 8 |

The » rst and most critical priority is deepening domestic manufacturing in intermediates.
Ugel 3R T HEaqut urufierar Aeaadt Saarel # wry fafaufor s 3

While current policies focus on final assembly, the next phase must target overall domestic
ecosystems.

oA ot sifa Taer IR Sfcd §, Afd sRTe aRur eve wiifRufed! @ R g1 arfgul
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e Such as strengthening APIs and semiconductors manufacturing.
S S gew SN srefarare fRmtor & Horgg w5

e Diversie cation must continue with long-term supply agreements and strategic

partnerships across regions including Africa and Latin America.
Srfpifere smyfd wwsha ik Ivrifae ARier™t & Arerd 9 fafasdieo SRt X1 =nfe,

faReR npteT 3R afest smfveT 4|

e Re-engineering of industrial processes can reduce import intensity.
3N ufparett & e ¥ smara fAfvar 0 8 gt g1

e Encouraging adoption of direct conversion technologies, alternative materials, and input-
efficient methods will lower structural vulnerability.
Y& SRV ddb-11h, dbfeds ATl 3R Frra Iare faftr &1 sroam ¥ WRaraTs
Sifed &4 gl

e Supply chain resilience cannot be built through isolated interventions.
3MYfcl SRIAT AT SET-SERT SUTA & -6} ST off FehaT |

e |trequires an integrated, forward-looking approach involving government, industry, and
global partners.

3T oIy TRPR, IJANT 3R e UrfteR) & Ty Trf<ia 3iv graxil eI srawas 3|
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exRNA: wﬁmﬁrw
eXRNA: ona lTliSSiOH 30Mar. exRNA: on a mission

Vasudevan Mukunth

Clean Water on March 28, scientists

reported that extracellular RNA
(exRNA) from bacteria can persist in
disinfected drinking water. They also
found that by studying the exRNA, they
could figure out what the bacteria were
doing just before they were damaged or
killed, releasing the exRNA. This way, the
scientists could figure out which survival
strategies worked for the bacteria —
which can be used to make better
disinfectants.

exRNA is RNA that exists outside cells,
in body fluids such as blood, saliva,
urine, and cerebrospinal fluid. For
decades, scientists believed RNA only
functioned inside the cell and assumed
that if RNA ‘leaked’ out, enzymes in the
blood would destroy it. However,
researchers have found that cells in fact
intentionally ‘export’ RNA.

To survive outside the cell, exRNA
travels in its own molecular containers
that prevent enzymes from breaking it
down before it reaches its destination.

exRNA has been found to be part of a
sophisticated long-distance
communication system. A cell releases
RNA to deliver instructions to another
cell elsewhere in the body, changing
how it behaves or which genes it
activates. This process helps coordinate
responses in the immune system, tissue
repair, and development. However,
cancer cells can also release exRNA to

l n a study published in the journal

An illustration of the RNA called mRNA. GETTY
IMAGES

promote tumour growth.

The discovery of exRNA changed
modern medicine. For instance, just by
testing a patient’s blood or other body
fluids, doctors can identify specific RNA
patterns linked to cancer or heart
disease.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

exRNA: Tdh A w

exRNA Study in Clean Water Journal
a3 e UfAT H STel 3RUAT feaa-

e In astudy published in the journal
Clean Water on March 28, scientists
reported that extracellular RNA (exRNA)
from bacteria can persist in disinfected
drinking water.

28 UTd &I USRI U TR H d-d!
S fo SR $1 9Tl SR
PR TaeTd § &1 36 Iadl ¢ |

e They also found that by studying the
exRNA, they could figure out what the
bacteria were doing just before they were
damaged or killed, releasing the exRNA.

I g Ul urn i ST SIREAT &1 3R
PP g T T ST bl © b S
&fTRa 1 18 8  Ugd T IR 3B |

e This way, the scientists could figure
out which survival strategies worked for the
bacteria — which can be used to make better
disinfectants.

Y UDHR AP Tg 0 Thd ¢ b P
Shfad 381 9 YurHifaar saciar & fore

FRIR Af — ST ITANT IGR PIETYMIRIG T T a1 o1 Iha 5|
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exRNA

el 3R

exRNA is RNA that exists outside cells, in body fluids such as blood, saliva, urine, and
cerebrospinal fluid.

a@ﬁwa's’ 3RTT B o BITRrep1aii P S8R Urdl S 2, S Ve, IR, T 3R AfRrspas
ad H|

For decades, scientists believed RNA only functioned inside the cell and assumed that if
RNA ‘leaked’ out, enzymes in the blood would destroy it.

TR T IS T A 6 HRTTT Faet HIRAHT F e FRI T § IR f 78 R Favr
TG Tt Tekd b USTgH 5 Y &R &l

However, researchers have found that cells in fact intentionally ‘export’” RNA.

BT, Tedmdisl 3 U f HIRBT aRad & HRTAT &) THHHR aTe? Herdl ¢ |

To survive outside the cell, exRNA travels in its own molecular containers that prevent
enzymes from breaking it down before it reaches its destination.

HIRIBT & SR SHfad Yg+ P 11T ST HRTAY SO HTUIAH SATGROT & AT Xl 8, Sl TorsHl
ER1 39 fage &I Add ¢

eXRNA has been found to be part of a sophisticated long-distance communication system.
T SRUAT TH e d e gdl HaR YITett o7 3w urn . g |

A cell releases RNA to deliver instructions to another cell elsewhere in the body, changing
how it behaves or which genes it activates.

TP BB ARTTT P I HIRMBT dh A= ugam & e Sisd 8, s Iud sgagrR a1
fepd g a1ct i 95 d o 7 1

This process helps coordinate responses in the immune system, tissue repair, and
development.

Ig UfehaT UfeRed @, Sad avwd, iR faem & ey wifid &7 § Oag a3 5l
However, cancer cells can also release exRNA to promote tumour growth.

gTeifeh, TR PRI 1 §Tel RTT BISHR SR gl P! Fg1aT S Toball g

Impact on Medicine

fafesr R yua

The discovery of exRNA changed modern medicine.

TTE SRTAT St TSt A MY FRifpen &1 sqa |

For instance, just by testing a patient’s blood or other body fluids, doctors can identify
specific RNA patterns linked to cancer or heart disease.

IR & o, o NN & Yot AT 30 MRHRP &a B S Y Siaex HaR IT §Sh IV I
fafIy SRTAT Ue &1 Uga= o Ihd &
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A handout picture taken in 2023 on Dominique
Island shows female sperm whales holding a
newborn calf above water until it can swim on its
own. Last week, U.S.-based Project

CETI researchers reported they had witnessed the
rare spectacle of a wild sperm whale being born,
immediately carried to the surface by members of

its clan.

Secretive jungle cats need habitats
outside protected areas: study

A new studyss finding that jungle cats use agricultural landscapes aligns with previous knowledge of the species, in and around farms, these cats keep rodent populations in

check, thus ‘protecting crops; however, these landscapes lie outside protected areas and harbour several

Ananya Singh

ungle cats (Felis chaus) are found

across diverse habitats, from

grasslands and wetlands to

deserts. They are present across
Asia, with large populations in India and
Nepal, among others. The IUCN Red List
lists the species as being of ‘least
concern’.

This has led to a “misconception that
they are doing fine”, Kathan
Bandyopadhyay, a postdoctoral research
associate at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, said.

Jungle cats’ populations are in fact
considered to be shrinking. In India, they
are protected under Schedule II of the
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972,
which means hunting or trading them is
illegal.

Despite being the most widespread of
India’s small cats, jungle cats are
understudied and have received little
conservation attention relative to larger
carnivores such as tigers and leopards.

Conservation baseline

This animal — with a white muzzle, yellow
irises, large ears ending in black tufts, and
the sometimes faint striping on its long
legs — avoids dense forests and
heavily-modified landscapes, preferring
agro-pastoral and open habitats,
according to a new study based on the
largest dataset on the species in India.

The study was published in Scientific
Reports, and provides a baseline for
future conservation planning.

“Until now, we didn’t know about their
population status or how they are
responding to several habitat and climatic
covariates,” Dr. Bandyopadhyay, who
undertook this research as a PhD student
at the University of Wyoming, said.

‘The team found human pressure to be
the foremost factor influencing where
jungle cats live and that while they can
tolerate moderate levels of human
disturbance, they avoid densely
populated areas.

“Our results highlight the importance
of agro-pastoral landscapes in conserving
wildlife beyond protected areas,
especially as urbanisation continues to
expand,” Dr. Bandyopadhyay said.

‘An important analysis”

To estimate how many jungle cats were in
India and where, the team compiled
camera-trap records from more than
26,000 locations across India. These
records were a ‘bycatch’ of tiger surveys
and were supplemented with data from
previous studies, radio-collared
individuals, and the authors’ personal
observations. The researchers then
included one camera-trap record every 25
sq. km, one radio-collar data point from

Ajungle cat in Rajasthan, 2021. KANDUKURU NAGARJUN

every 5 sq. km, plus all secondary data
(from outside protected areas). Then they
used machine-learning to model suitable
habitats using the final dataset of over
6,000 records.

The team combined these results with
sex-specific home range data to estimate a
countrywide population of over 3 lakh
jungle cats, with at least 1.57 lakh and at
most 4.59 lakh individuals. “It’s an
estimate. It gives you a limit within which
the cat s likely to be,” Yadvendradev
Jhala, senior scientist at the National
Centre for Biological Sciences and the
study’s co-author and co-supervisor, said.

Across 21 States with suitable habitats,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Odisha
were estimated to support the largest
populations.

The study is an “important analysis”
and has “strengthened the observation
that the jungle cat is tightly associated
with open natural ecosystems, currently
under enormous threat of conversion to
other forms of land use, such as built-up
areas and large-scale linear infrastructure
like highways,” Shomita Mukherjee,
senior principal scientist at the Salim Ali
Centre for Ornithology and Natural
History, Coimbatore, and a member of
the IUCN/SSC Cat Specialists Group, said.
Dr. Mukherjee was not a part of the
study.

Ideal landscapes

Per the study, jungle cats prefer warm,
semi-arid regions that are seasonally dry,
with moderate rainfall and canopy cover.
Their predicted hotspots lie in India’s east

rather than in the drier west.

o

Our results highlight the importance
of agro-pastoral landscapes in
conserving wildlife beyond protected
areas, especially as urbanisation
continues to expand

KATHAN BANDYOI’ADI!VAY

Hlinois Urbana-Champaign

India needs land policies that recognise
the ecological value of open ecosystems,
Dr. Mukherjee added.

According to her, the finding that
jungle cats use agricultural landscapes

threats, including fi

foraging spaces with other livestock, so
where there is livestock, there could be
the risk of these canines as well.

A policy for small cats

According to Dr. Mukherjee, the study’s
strengths lie in its large spatial coverage
and sample size, although she added that
jungle cats from Sikkim had been left out
and that the population figures were
based on a “meagre dataset of a few
radio-collared individuals in just a couple
of locations”.

“Yet this should not be seen as a
limitation but an effort to get the best out
of data currently available,” she added.

Dr. Bandyopadhyay said the records
from Sikkim were sporadic and
i iently viable for the models.

aligns with previous k ledge of the
species. In and around farms, these cats
keep rodent populations in check, thus
‘protecting’ crops.

However, these landscapes lie outside
protected areas and harbour several
threats, including fragmented habitats,
speeding vehicles on roads, and
poaching, according to the study.

It also pointed to a potential threat
from hybridisation with domestic cats,
which could compromise their genetic

Scientists still have a great number of
unknowns, including jungle cats’ denning
sites, litter sizes, ranging patterns,
densities, and diets.

Small cats are generally hard to study
because they are nocturnal and secretive.
Public awareness is also low, and few
organisations have been willing to fund
more study.

Going forward, Dr. Jhala said, there is a
need to plan wildlife passageways

lineage, although Dr. p and
Dr. Mukherjee cautioned that this idea
doesn’t have enough evidence.

Another key threat is the stray dog
population, which “acts as a source of
wildlife diseases and kleptoparasitism —
that means snatching kills from jungle
cats and other carnivores,” Dr.
Bandyopadhyay said.

Per the study, stray dogs could share

ide infrastructure P in

agro-pastoral and open habitats. “When
roads pass through a tiger or elephant
corridor, there is a policy to try and
mitigate those. But when they pass
through agro-pastoral landscapes, we
don’t plan for it even though these areas
support rich biodiversity,” he said.

(Ananya Singh is an independent
journalist. ananyaasingh.as@gmail.com)

ented habitats and speeding vehicles

THE GIST

Despite being the most
widespread of India’s small
cats, jungle cats are
understudied and have
received little conservation
attention relative to larger
camnivores

v

According to a new study, the
estimated countrywide
population of jungle cats is
over 3 lakh

v

Jungle cats avoids dense
forests and heavily-modified
landscapes, preferring
agro-pastoral and open
habitats

30Mar. Secretive jungle cats need habitats outside protected areas: study
T IUTT a1l SiiTe faferdl 1 wRféra el & d1e¥ A i Saxadwdl:
N ipE
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Jungle cats (Felis chaus) are found across diverse habitats, from grasslands and wetlands
to deserts.

ST &< (Felis chaus) faftrs maral & o 91d €, S IRy, SMEyfH § A= IR a |
They are present across Asia, with large populations in India and Nepal, among others.

3 N TRETH U S €, e St S WiRd iR Aura H B

The IUCN Red List lists the species as being of ‘least concern’.
m@wﬁwwwﬁﬁ?ﬁsﬂmﬁwmﬁ gyoft & T B 1

This has led to a “misconception that they are doing fine”, Kathan Bandyopadhyay, a
postdoctoral research associate at the University of IIIinois Urbana-Champaign, said.

‘?@Hﬁ“%%ﬁ%@%ﬁ%”m@é%,w$w@mwmﬁm, W T Ty Fea
|

Jungle cats’ populations are in fact considered to be shrinking.
JRAd B ST dhe 1 SATETS! gedt g8 A o |

In India, they are protected under Schedule Il of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972,
which means hunting or trading them is illegal.

YR H 3 gueita |e&ur AR 1972 91 st feda & dga WRfdra frar man €,
forrept 312 § b 31T ISR a1 UR Srae g |

Despite being the most widespread of India’s small cats, jungle cats are understudied and
have received little conservation attention relative to larger carnivores such as tigers and
leopards.

YR ! T SIS BI! faech g9 & STaulg, STA e IR HH g §of § R 33 a9
e Sfifal o1 &g 3R dgU &1 ga-T § &3 TRl e g |

Conservation baseline
TREUT STYR

This animal — with a white muzzle, yellow irises, large ears ending in black tufts, and the
sometimes faint striping on its long legs — avoids dense forests and heavily-modified
landscapes, preferring agro-pastoral and open habitats, according to a new study based on
the largest dataset on the species in India.

Tg Sitd — et At YA, fielt o, 98 &1+ e RN #1a Tl A g1d €, sl da IR
R gedh! YTRAT Bl § — °H STl 3IR Y URafia uRe=al ¥ 991 § 3R HY-ugqure
TUT GA ARl P! UG HRAT g

The team found human pressure to be the foremost factor influencing where jungle cats live
and that while they can tolerate moderate levels of human disturbance, they avoid densely
populated areas.

9 3 U {6 W4T qaTd Ued TG HRE § 3R T WIH WX & A gEIay &! I8 I&d §,
Afer a=it SraTdl aTet & A §9d §

“Our results highlight the importance of agro-pastoral landscapes in conserving wildlife
beyond protected areas, especially as urbanisation continues to expand,” Dr.
Bandyopadhyay said.

R TRfgr &= | areR i FR-uxured uftewal & Aed &l 33fd 8, iRy = u
S AEHH TAR 56 81 8,” SoH HaT

‘An important analysis’

TP

To estimate how many jungle cats were in India and where, the team compiled camera-trap
records from more than 26,000 locations across India.

YR B SIS dhe &1 TReAT 3R fAaRo1 HT S/gHM T & fore 9 7 26,000 | iR wu=T
FRT 2U Rpis Yawfera fpu|

These records were a ‘bycatch’ of tiger surveys and were supplemented with data from
previous studies, radio-collared individuals, and the authors’ personal observations.

3 Repls aTe Taeron & SR UTe “3ifafvad 3er & 3R 3¢ qd 3reqg, AW Pier @il
fTal, TUT D! & AT A o G [T T |
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The researchers then included one camera-trap record every 25 sq. km, one radio-collar data
point from every 5 sq. km, plus all secondary data (from outside protected areas).

3 1G Qybdief 1 YA 25 T fpH 1 T BRI ¢U Repls, Udes 5 a7f fpelt iR 0 3f&A
PieR sai fdg, aur it fgdiae Ser i faul

Then they used machine-learning to model suitable habitats using the final dataset of over
6,000 records.

P TG 351 6,000 A 3P Rpis & Sifam SeT A &1 ST Hd §U ST ST &l
3Teher foba|

The team combined these results with sex-specific home range data to estimate a
countrywide population of over 3 lakh jungle cats, with at least 1.57 lakh and at most 4.59
lakh individuals.

A1 g7 uikoma &) fer-fafRy e=fta Se1 & a1y fAdeR N S o 3 ara | Sif¥e sird be
DI SMETE BT STHAM TN, FoH 0§ HH 1.57 AR 3R HAHIH 4.59 ARG Siid AR |

“It's an estimate. It gives you a limit within which the cat is likely to be,” Yadvendradev Jhala,
senior scientist at the National Centre for Biological Sciences and the study’s co-author
and co-supervisor, said.

“qg Ueh M ¢ | I U U1 IaTa ¢ forads HfieR 39at TRem 817 &1 YHIGT 8, Jga=ed
T A Fall

Across 21 States with suitable habitats, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Odisha were
estimated to support the largest populations.

JUYS AN a1 21 IS T e US=T, ISAT SR SNFE=m & Te 98t o) 81 &
STTHT ST =T

The jungle cat is tightly associated with open natural ecosystems, currently under enormous
threat of conversion to other forms of land use, such as built-up areas and large-scale linear
infrastructure like highways.

Ig YT Uh “HE@YUl fa=avor § SR S99 a0 & a1 8 o5 ohrat e gl
Upfaes TIRTUA® oF et 8, o aaaH | i Juant SR fmtor & iR 78 g
Sid oI IR & HROT TR TaR o €, T e graeif 3 wall

Dr. Mukherjee was not a part of the study.

BT Il 39 3T &I fgwn gl |

Ideal landscapes

3mext uiexg

Per the study, jungle cats prefer warm, semi-arid regions that are seasonally dry, with
moderate rainfall and canopy cover.

3T b IR, ST be T, 3ref-Ip &1 B TS R § Sl HIGH TU Y I E1 §, 56
ey quf 3R gl 3TaRVT §iaT B |

Their predicted hotspots lie in India’s east rather than in the drier west.

T YUTTad T & YRd & gdf URT & §, 7 % 3iftres 3o a3t umr )

India needs land policies that recognise the ecological value of open ecosystems, Dr.
Mukherjee added.

YR &I Ot Yy fiferi &t srazgear g < ga uifRufas @3 & wifRufas aga ot
REEIR]

Jungle cats use agricultural landscapes, in and around farms, these cats keep rodent
populations in check, thus ‘protecting’ crops.

Tl P AU A AT Pae mardt & frfa wad € SR wal &t JqRear gid 21
However, these landscapes lie outside protected areas and harbour several threats,
including fragmented habitats, speeding vehicles on roads, and poaching, according to
the study.

BTdifos, A U= WRida & & aTex YA § ok $70 $S @a 7, oY WiSd ST, I$@1 W
ot Tifey aTet aTE, SR sy RER|

It also pointed to a potential threat from hybridisation with domestic cats, which could
compromise their genetic lineage.
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v B fafeRmay & [Ty Yepvor ¥ JuIfdd Wk 31 3R ot Tabd fobam 11 8, o 57106
STIARIF 1 HI YUIAd HR Tobdl 8, 81D 39 fdaR & yafed g =81 5|

Another key threat is the stray dog population, which “acts as a source of wildlife diseases
and kleptoparasitism — that means snatching kills from jungle cats and other carnivores,”
Dr. Bandyopadhyay said.

TP 3T TG GRT ATART Hil B SMTATGY 8, ST a=qid AN &7 A a1 § 3R HieH S99
Pt ygfa & ATead § o7 TRER] ofal ¥ RIeR 8H o g

Per the study, stray dogs could share foraging spaces with other livestock, so where there is
livestock, there could be the risk of these canines as well.

AT P TR, SHTIRT Hl 37 UYL F T WIS WA & & T R Thd &, ST
STET UeH 8T 3T WaRT 4 B bl B

A policy for small cats

B} fafewral & forg ffa

According to Dr. Mukherjee, the study’s strengths lie in its large spatial coverage and
sample size, although she added that jungle cats from Sikkim had been left out and that the
population [J gures were based on a ‘meagre dataset of a few radio-collared individuals in
just a couple of locations”.

ST qESll & STUR, T T B Holgell 391 fIwqd &1 Pavet 3IR T STPR &,
BTdifh I gl [ Riferd & Shrat e 3o FfiYd A8t & SfR SFiRe & st g Ser
TR 3YTRA |

“Yet this should not be seen as a limitation but an es ort to get the best out of data currently
available,” she added.

I5H Bl fds 34 WAT & FU H 81 dfces U ST B Farad IUINT B & YI & = d
3@ S 91|

Dr. Bandyopadhyay said the records from Sikkim were sporadic and insufe ciently viable for
the models.

ST, sruTer A %gl o Rifewn & Rere sifafta 9 oiR aiea & fa wafw =8 2

Scientists still have a great number of unknowns, including jungle cats’ denning sites, litter
sizes, ranging patterns, densities, and diets.

DT & o ot oft 5 SrgiTa @ B, SR 3% ST I, Sl I T, AT a8,

I 3R SR

Small cats are generally hard to study because they are nocturnal and secretive.
fafeeral 1 3reaae ST B BT § e d T ST o TaUTd BT gieit ol

Public awareness is also low, and few organisations have been willing to fund more study.

T SIRedhd ot 4 § 3R Sgd HH e Sif¥e sreaaT & fore fa &7 ot aR

Going forward, Dr. Jhala said, there is a need to plan wildlife passageways alongside
infrastructure development in agro-pastoral and open habitats.

3T §gd U, UG SMAH o o PV-uRure 3R G Smarat § giard era & fawra & Ty
FISIE AR &1 FIoTT §18 S|

“When roads pass through a tiger or elephant corridor, there is a policy to try and mitigate
those. But when they pass through agro-pastoral landscapes, we don’t plan for it even though
these areas support rich biodiversity,” he said.

SIS TS aTd T Tt TR § ol 8, 1 8¢ PH B & UM U 91d &, Afeb o9 3
ﬁ%ﬂqﬁ?%ﬁ@rw%ﬁ@mﬁm,mﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwww%
-
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A Bill that secures IPS officers’ role in deputation

T RS W 1PS SRreTRAY ) NI § fRIeT S RIAE T &

FATF report points to
India’s action against
fraudulent entities

Devesh K. Pande
NEW DELHI

A recent Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) report
has highlighted instances
where India has taken ac-
tion against offshore Vir-
tual Asset Service Provid-
ers (oVASPs) to counter
money laundering and ter-
ror financing threats.

The March 2026 report
on ‘Understanding and Mi-
tigating the Risks of Off-
shore Virtual Asset Service
Providers’ has discussed
India’s regulatory perime-
ter, enforcement actions,
and detection tools.

The report states that
the Indian Financial Intelli-
gence Unit has been leve-
raging Suspicious Activity
Reports (STRs) from dom-
estic VASPs. A prominent
instance quoted pertains
to “scam compounds”.

Registered Indian VASPs
detected unusual deposit
patterns from offshore wal-
lets. The FIU analysis re-
vealed that oVASPs were
being used to convert illicit
proceeds into Virtual As-
sets (VAs) and then routed
through registered Indian
VASPs to domestic ac-
counts as real money.

The NIA, CBI, and the
ED are probing offshore
scam compounds along
the  Myanmar-Thailand
border, in Cambodia, and
Laos, where illegally traf-
ficked Indian citizens were

The Indian Financial
Intelligence Unit has
been leveraging
Suspicious Activity

Reports from
domestic VASPs

forced to commit
cybercrimes.

“In another case the FIU
found an oVASP using the
cover of an online gam-
bling platform, based in
the Caribbean, and leve-
raging AML (anti-money
laundering) blind spots to
move value across borders.
Access to the platform was
blocked in India,” it said.

The FIU has made it
mandatory for Principal
Officers (POs) of VASPs to
be based in India. A PO is
the main liaison with regu-
latory bodies. The officer
must hold legal responsi-
bility for transaction moni-
toring, STRs and ensuring
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act compliance.

The report said analyses
indicate that after India in-
troduced virtual assets tax
regime in 2022, a signifi-
cant proportion of trading
traffic moved from Indian
to offshore unregistered
VASPs. A large number of
Indian clients moved to
such entities which do not
comply with Indian laws.
They encourage the use of
VPNs or shell companies to
circumvent domestic regu-
lations.

30Mar. FATF report points to India’s
action against fraudulent entities

FATF RO 4R &t eRamust &=+ areft
%ag%@wmﬁﬁaﬁ?m

e Arecent Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) report has highlighted instances where India
has taken action against offshore Virtual Asset
Service Providers (0VASPS) to counter money
laundering and terror financing threats.

BT &1 B! BTSRRI TaRM R B (FATF) &1
ﬁ‘@l‘c‘erstrdmszuuaﬁdwum foar § o8t URa A
SATHRIR TP THE AT Margsd (0VASPs) &
T B+t Qe 3R STt farrdigor WeRt &1
YHTEAT B P folT HIRATS BI 71

e The March 2026 report on ‘Understanding
and Mitigating the Risks of Offshore Virtual
Asset Service Providers’ has discussed India’s
regulatory perimeter, enforcement actions, and
detection tools.

AT 2026 ) ‘ATHRIR TP TAE A9 Warssyd
& ST &1 TS 3R FH BT KUl § YRa
& e SRR, Yad S1earsal 3R UdT @A &
JUHIVI R 4 $I TS B

e The report states that the Indian Financial
Intelligence Unit (FIU) has been leveraging
Suspicious Activity Reports (STRs) from
domestic VASPs.
frard & g1 mar 8 fp YR WAl sefesi
e (FIU) TRA VASPs 3 U Hfery fafafe feaid
(STRs) &1 IUTNT IR Ig! |

e A prominent instance quoted pertains to
“scam compounds”.

TRl
e Registered Indian VASPs detected unusual
deposn patterns from offshore wallets.

YR VASPs = SHHRIR didcd I SR
T Ul |

STHT

e The FIU analysis revealed that oVASPs were being used to convert illicit proceeds into
Virtual Assets (VAs) and then routed through registered Indian VASPs to domestic accounts

as real money.

FIU & fARaWor ¥ uar 9l fas oVASPs &1 JUANT aY 3T %! ag3id Tied

(VAs) ¥ Sge

3R AR Uefigrd YR VASPs & ATe0H § TR WMl H IRafd® 89 & ¥4 § U5 & farg fasan

EIEGEEN

e The NIA, CBI, and ED are probing offshore scam compounds along the Myanmar-Thailand
border, in Cambodia, and Laos, where illegally trafficked Indian citizens were forced to
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commit cybercrimes.

NIA, CBI 3R ED RITHR-UTSAS {HHAT, HaifEar ik arsiy & fRUd IR ThH Hurs sy &I
W R IR €, STET 33y T A qEh) T T HRAT TR ) AR SURTY B3 & oY
TofeR fobar |
“In another case the FIU found an oVASP using the cover of an online gambling platform,
based in the Caribbean, and leveraging AML (anti-money laundering) blind spots to move
value across borders.

“Teh 3= HAS H FIU 3 UTT foh T oVASP SiTaTS 3 WewiH (o Befaa & snemia
¥ 3TARUT BT IYTNT HR TT AT 3R W37 & IR 4 RIMIIRT HA & g AML (@S-9+t
AITIT) Bt HHSNE! BT BIAGT 33T ST AT

Access to the platform was blocked in India,” it said.

fRaTE o gl T b 39 WewH Bt Ugd HRA | 3avg PR &l TS|

The FIU has made it mandatory for Principal Officers (POs) of VASPs to be based in India.
FIU 3 VASPs & fiifrue Sifftea (Pos) & forg WRd & fua g sifard o= fear g1

A PO is the main liaison with regulatory bodies.

& PO s el & Ty P Yudh ity gran ]

The officer must hold legal responsibility for transaction monitoring, STRs and ensuring
Prevention of Money Laundering Act compliance.

BRI & U A9-34 FRTA, STRs 3R T+t @3 fAramror siftfeay & srgurem &t
G B Bl BT ForAer gt =mfe

The report said analyses indicate that after India introduced virtual assets tax regime in
2022, a significant proportion of trading traffic moved from Indian to offshore unregistered
VASPs.

feare & wgr a7 o fawaor § Yahd firerar 8 i 2022 T YR gRT aderd Tie &% Saawl
AR A & &1 ARG TAfafdl o1 T 981 fg e YRR ¥ SRR S(usiidhd VASPs Bt
3R RIHIIRA g1 7|

A large number of Indian clients moved to such entities which do not comply with Indian
laws.

TSI T= T YR UTgh T IR BT 3R Il T S HIRATT BTLAL BT a1a el HRd |
They encourage the use of VPNs or shell companies to circumvent domestic regulations.
J IRITT VPNs T7 A HUfal & IUIRT B Fe1al adt & difes g faml & exfdbR fasar o
b |
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Four killed as
NSCN cadres
open fire on
compatriots

GUWAHATI

Members of the National
Socialist Council of Naga-
lim (NSCN) allegedly killed
four compatriots in Mani-
pur’s Kamjong district over
what is seen as a clash of
business interests.

The NSCN was formerly
known as the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland
(Isak-Muivah).

According to a state-
ment issued by the Eastern
Flank of the NSCN, mem-
bers of the outfit’s Wung
Region ambushed and
killed four of its soldiers
while they were returning
from “monitoring timber
and other business activi-
ties” along the India-Myan-
mar border. The incident
happened on the night of
March 28.

The Wung Region refers
to the Ukhrul district, ad-
joining Kamjong. The East-
ern Flank comprises a
stretch along the Sagaing
Region and Chin State of
Myanmar.

The statement, signed
by “Lt. Gen.” A. Raman,
named two “Second Lieu-
tenants” of the Wung Re-
gion as the leaders of the
assailants, who fired indis-
criminately after declaring
that they had orders to
shoot.

9971932488

30Mar. Four killed as NSCN cadres open fire on
compatriots

NSCN $S3 §RT 3T JTAAT TR MeflaRT, IR Bt Hid

e Members of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim
(NSCN) allegedly killed four compatriots in Manipur’s Kamjong
district over what is seen as a clash of business interests.

AN WRfeRT SR i1 ARMIRA (NSCN) & Fewt 3 B dR
IR AfOTYR & HTHET foret & saraanae fadi & <o &I Adh 3
IR I Bt gAT AR Al |

e The NSCN was formerly known as the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah).

NSCN &I Ugd ARHd TIfere S8R 31w ANd's (39TH-434T8)
o A Y ST ST |

e According to a statement issued by the Eastern Flank of the
NSCN, members of the outfits Wung Region ambushed and killed
four of its soldiers while they were returning from “monitoring timber
and other business activities” along the India- Myanmar border.

NSCN & ¥ AP GRT IR §9H & IR, WA & g1 &8T &
T A UIRG-TIR W1 & U “dhal 3R 3 Faunad afafrat
&} FREr T e R o TR IR IR 919 ae gee e SR
RECIRRI G

e The incident happened on the night of March 28.
g g 28 AT &1 1d &I g3

e The Wung Region refers to the Ukhrul district, adjoining
Kamjong.
97 & &1 Yoy I@va foret I 8, Sl SIS 4 HeT g g |

e The Eastern Flank comprises a stretch along the Sagaing
Region and Chin State of Myanmar.

T TP H TS 87 3R WiAR P fF 39 & 1Y aH arel

ST A 5|

The statement, signed by “Lt. Gen. A. Raman,” named two “Second Lieutenants” of the
Wung Region as the leaders of the assailants, who fired indiscriminately after declaring that
they had orders to shoot.

“Aite-ic TFRd U, I gRT SX&Rd 99 & g &F & &l “Abs dftedcd I gaaraR] &
ﬁmaaaww RIe I8 DN 53 & a1 Semgy Teliard Ft i I3 el Tam F omw fiu
T Y|
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A Bill that secures IPS officers’ role in deputation

n March 25, 2026, the central government
0 introduced the Central Armed Police

Forces (General Administration) Bill,
2026 in the Rajya Sabha to regulate the general
rules governing the recruitment and conditions of
service of ‘Group A General Duty Officers’
(GAGDO) and other officers in the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs). This Bill provides that 50%
of Inspector General posts, a minimum of 67% of
Additional Director General posts (ADG), and all
Special Director General (SDG) and Director
General posts shall be filled by deputation from
the Indian Police Service.

Applies across CAPFs

By implication, deputation to the rank of the
Deputy Inspector General and below, shall
continue to be regulated by the prevailing rules.
The Bill also saves any financial benefits granted
to the GAGDO (Group A officer of the rank of
Assistant Commandant and above) issued before.
This Act shall apply to the five CAPFs — Central
Reserve Police Force, Border Security Force,
Central Industrial Security Force, Indo Tibetan
Border Police and Sashastra Seema Bal. While the
Bill aims to institutionalise the historical
contributions and representation of the IPS in the
CAPFs, it is seen by some as an instrument to
undo the directions issued by the Supreme Court
of India in Sanjay Prakash and Others vs Union of
India and Others (May 2025).

The Court ruled mainly on two issues; to
complete the pending cadre review and
undertake the review of service rules in a given
time-period; and to progressively reduce the
number of posts earmarked for deputation in the
CAPFs up to the level of Senior Administrative
Grade (SAG) i.e., Inspector General rank, within a
period of two years. It is thus clear that the
recognition of the CAPFs as Organised Group A"
Services (OGAS) was subject the provision of

R.K. Vij

A former Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer

The Central
Armed Police
Forces (General
Administration)
Bill, 2026
strengthens
service rules
and clarifies IPS
deputation
policy

deputation of IPS officers to various CAPFs.

The Court noted that there are various issues
connected with the deployment of CAPFs,
including coordination with the State
Governments and the State police force. The
appointment of IPS officers in each CAPF is vital
to maintain the character of each CAPF. This is a
policy decision manifest through the service rules
of the CAPFs. The question of who shall head
these forces was never contentious. It was not
even a case that the petitioners’ service
conditions had worsened since they joined the
service.

A “unifying link’
Most of the senior operational posts in States are
held by ADG or SDG rank officers. Therefore, the
appointment of IPS officers to the CAPFs at senior
ranks is essential for smooth relations with the
State forces. Their selection process and training,
along with field experience, give them a broader
vision and an edge in leading forces whose main
aim is to assist or work in tandem with State
forces. Those who use the term ‘parachuting IPS
officers into CAPFs’ seem unaware of Sardar
Patel’s vision, which envisaged the IPSasa
unifying link between the Union and the States.
The IPS officers have lived up to his dreams for
decades, upholding the constitutional mandate.

The Ministry of Home Affairs, in January 2026,
modified the empanelment guidelines of IPS
officers at the Centre and made a minimum
two-year stint at the Centre mandatory for
empanelment at the rank of Inspector General.
Therefore, the appointment of IPS officers in the
Superintendent of Police (SP)/Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG) ranks in the CAPFs will
further cement their camaraderie with the cadre
officers.

As far as reducing the posts of deputation is
concerned, the Court seems to have ruled on the

policy matter which exclusively falls within the
domain of the legislature and executive. While
the Court clearly stated that the matter of taking
1PS officers on deputation is a policy matter and
the central government in its wisdom had taken a
view that the presence of IPS officers in each
CAPFs is vital, it erred in directing the central
government to reduce the posts of deputation.

Judiciary’s role

The duty of the court is to interpret law. Courts
may fill gaps in certain spheres, but they are not
to plunge into policy making by adding
something. The court is not expected to sit as an
appellate authority on an option it feels wiser to.
The Court has previously held that ‘the wisdom
and advisability of the policies are ordinarily not
amenable to judicial review unless the policies
are contrary to statutory or constitutional
provisions or arbitrary or irrational or an abuse of
power’.

The Court, in Gazula Dasaratha Rama Rao vs
The State Of Andhra Pradesh & Others (1960), held
that ‘the service provisions under ... the
Constitution do not enshrine any fundamental
right of citizens; they relate to recruitment
condition and tenure of service of persons, ...
appointed to a Civil Service or to posts in
connection with the affairs of the Union or any
State’. Rightly so. The Court, in Indian Ex
Servicemen Movement and Ors. Vs. Union of India
and Ors., held that it did not find any
constitutional infirmity in the ‘One Rank One
Pension’ principle.

The service conditions of CAPFs can be
enhanced through regular intake and timely
cadre reviews. The appointment of IPS officers on
deputation to the CAPFs, being a policy matter
beyond the scope of adjudication, is rightly being
codified, leaving no room for divergent
interpretations in the future.

30Mar. A Bill that secures IPS officers’ role in deputation

s fAdus & 1ps sftreTial 9t ufafrgfFa & yfirer o) qRidga sear e

Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Bill, 2026

Fa TR Yferd sa (=g wRImEE) fadas

, 2026

e On March 25, 2026, the central government introduced the Central Armed Police Forces
(General Administration) Bill, 2026 in the Rajya Sabha to regulate the general rules
governing the recruitment and conditions of service of ‘Group A General Duty O[ cers’
(GAGDO) and other o+ cers in the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs).

25 HTE 2026 B H% PR + IeTTUT T FET IR Yferd ¢ (=g w=ma-) fada,

2026

a1 3l &1 fafafid S 8|
e This Bill provides that 50% of Inspector General posts, a minimum of 67% of Additional

Director General posts (ADG), and all Special Director General (SDG) and Director
General posts shall be ¢ lled by deputation from the Indian Police Service.

Tg fade Uray™ &1 § [ 50% e s Ra ug, 40 A HH 67% 3ifafad Agifewe
gg, auT gt faRlw weifAewre ok weTe=e ue g yfery Aar @ ufafrfdt gr

ST

Applies across CAPFs

Tt Fta Tz gfera a@t wR @y

e By implication, deputation to the rank of the Deputy Inspector General and below, shall
continue to be regulated by the prevailing rules.

3yfd 3u e s Ra ik IUR R & ugl W ufafgfaa adum fai & sraR okt

M

TR o, RIehT 3530 g ‘T ATHIRI SYLT STUSTRAT SR 3/ SHfre1iRal &t yelf vd

e The Bill also saves any * nancial benee ts granted to the GAGDO (Group A oe cer of the
rank of Assistant Commandant and above) issued before.
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Tg fadg® ugd § AT U fasiia @l &) off [Rf3a a1 8, S 9eTe FHise 3R SUd HWR
& SifreTial o1 fqu T Y|

This Act shall apply to the « ve CAPFs — Central Reserve Police Force, Border Security
Force, Central Industrial Security Force, Indo Tibetan Border Police and Sashastra
Seema Bal.

Tg Ao Ui gt — Sty feord gier sa, Jwr QRen a9, Sk sienfie qren a4,
YR forsaa T gfer ik wxRa W 9@ )R AR |

While the Bill aims to institutionalise the historical contributions and representation of the IPS
in the CAPFs, it is seen by some as an instrument to undo the directions issued by the
Supreme Court of India in Sanjay Prakash and Others vs Union of India and Others
(May 2025).

Tg fadas HRAH i Qa1 &t YA & TRIFTT U 3 &1 JI BT 8, Afh $3 AT 30
s 2025 ¥ Harsd YTy & AT & sy H39 &1 91eE aFd B |

The Court ruled mainly on two issues; to complete the pending cadre review and undertake
the review of service rules in a given time-period; and to progressively reduce the number of
posts earmarked for deputation in the CAPFs up to the level of Senior Administrative
Grade (SAQG) i.e., Inspector General rank, within a period of two years.

JrTerd = & g el R i g — Fev aeiten oft e ok At At 3t wdten Fuifa
T § AT, AT g1 aul | aiNg URINIe 38 a@ ulaf-rgiad el &t W= ger |

It is thus clear that the recognition of the CAPFs as Organised Group ‘A’ Services (OGAS)
was subject the provision of deputation of IPS oe cers to various CAPFs.

T8 WY b HET T2 Ifer gl 1 WS d THE @ a1 & U F AgdT R giers
a1 JAfpIfeal ot wlafrgfad o smenia o

The Court noted that there are various issues connected with the deployment of CAPFs,
including coordination with the State Governments and the State police force.

ATTerT < B8l b HEIT TR YR Fal P AT A IS B 42 2, O I PR 3R
I YT & A1 U= |

The appointment of IPS o+ cers in each CAPF is vital to maintain the character of each
CAPF.

Twﬁmgﬁwﬁmaﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmwwwﬁﬁmw
!

This is a policy decision manifest through the service rules of the CAPFs.

Ig TS Hifara ot g i Aar g & ufkaférd giar g |

The question of who shall head these forces was never contentious.

S 901 BT A D B, g HH faarereug =8 @7

It was not even a case that the petitioners’ service conditions had worsened since they
joined the service.

gt Irar 78t o i anfadsraatel o AaT Ud WRTd §5 o |

A ‘unifying link’

TP THIpd P

Most of the senior operational posts in States are held by ADG or SDG rank oe cers.
Tt § SfIH IR aiE TaTa Ug TStel T THSTet W & St gRT SuTe o § |
Therefore, the appointment of IPS oe cers to the CAPFs at senior ranks is essential for
smooth relations with the State forces.

ST I Ugl WX HRAH gier a1 sifrerial ot frgfaa Yrsa oel & 91 dgar deiel &
fore sz g

Their selection process and training, along with « eld experience, give them a broader vision
and an edge in leading forces whose main aim is to assist or work in tandem with State
forces.

! T Uk, TR0 3R ATt SrgHd I TUH 2fB UaH odl & SR I §al & a1
B A & Fgd a1 B
Those who use the term ‘parachuting IPS o« cers into CAPFs’ seem unaware of Sardar

Patel’s vision, which envisaged the IPS as a unifying link between the Union and the
States.
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ST @ ST HTUpTIRaY B STaRT USHT HEd 7, d WRER Ued & R I 3HRF T,
fored sEUiee o1 o SR TToul & St TPIpa Bt T T[T A1

The IPS oe cers have lived up to his dreams for decades, upholding the constitutional
mandate.

YR gferg TaT ARl ¥ o=ieh! § HauTfe ot & Fumd gY 3T = & W fdar g1
The Ministry of Home Ae airs, in January 2026, modie ed the empanelment guidelines of
IPS o- cers at the Centre and made a minimum two-year stint at the Centre mandatory for
empanelment at the rank of Inspector General.

WY 2026 H T HATO 3 MUY HftrapTRaY & U= foraml & Tieq far ok fAflers
SIFIRE UG & fo1e gt 9 &1 Fsfia wrisTa sifart faan

Therefore, the appointment of IPS oe cers in the Superintendent of Police (SP)/Deputy
Inspector General of Police (DIG) ranks in the CAPFs will further cement their
camaraderie with the cadre oe cers.

Zafore Tl SR Slemgell wWR W sty SfwIRal ot Fyfaa Fe skl & |y
AT &1 SR ASIgd Bt |

As far as reducing the posts of deputation is concerned, the Court seems to have ruled on
the policy matter which exclusively falls within the domain of the legislature and executive.

TSl &I geH & A B rIe 3 U T ferra fawg w fofg fear S faenfieT
IR FRIUITIST & ABR & & 31ar 5
While the Court clearly stated that the matter of taking IPS o cers on deputation is a policy
matter and the central government in its wisdom had taken a view that the presence of IPS
o+ cers in each CAPFs is vital, it erred in directing the central government to reduce the posts
of deputation.
e = Wy e & sy siftreiial ot ufafgfa ve ifaera fawa g, fisr oft 3o
wfafafdd uel & gem &1 Adw o Ffe F

Judiciary’s role

Ut Bt YT

The duty of the court is to interpret law.

T BT Heied P DI TR HRAT 7

Courts may ¢ Il gaps in certain spheres, but they are not to plunge into policy making by
adding something.

Y B &3 7 Rad ™M 4R 9hd 8, A i fomfor & gxaig 7€) e =ik

The court is not expected to sit as an appellate authority on an option it feels wiser to.
AT B 3T STIR dgeR fadbed W Srdie UTRBRT & U § &1 g1 &1 d1gu|

The Court has previously held that ‘the wisdom and advisability of the policies are
ordinarily not amenable to judicial review unless the policies are contrary to statutory or
constitutional provisions or arbitrary or irrational or an abuse of power’.

TTTeRT 3 U8 $el § fob el 3t Sugaar Smmd: =nfie Tuten & ok § eT o 5
& d B AT HaUTFP graem=i & f[avg 7 8l

The Court, in Gazula Dasaratha Rama Rao vs The State Of Andhra Pradesh & Others
(1960), held that ‘the service provisions under the Constitution do not enshrine any
fundamental right of citizens; they relate to recruitment condition and tenure of service of
persons’.

1960 & fAvfa & =mrera 3 Fet for Tt Tt uraue fHh wifere Siftrer & g & axa
g Ul SRR Aar sraft I T&fda 8 7

Rightly so.

78 Sfaa g

The Court, in Indian Ex Servicemen Movement and Ors. Vs. Union of India and Ors., held
that it did not « nd any constitutional ine rmity in the ‘One Rank One Pension’ principle.

TS 3 A B FRIEd 3 a1 ¥ a1 9307 Rigia 8 i dautfae gfe 7et o)

The service conditions of CAPFs can be enhanced through regular intake and timely cadre
reviews.

ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ@mﬁﬁﬁnﬁnﬁﬁmmhmﬁmﬁwmw
THdI 2|
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e The appointment of IPS o+ cers on deputation to the CAPFs, being a policy matter beyond
the scope of adjudication, is rightly being codie ed, leaving no room for divergent

interpretations in the future.

Jrsdiey siRrepifval @1 ufafrgfa, St ue =ifara fava B, &1 fyurdtesur 3faa § aifes ufess
T STHT- 3R RSTSHT T SIS - R |

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper 1V and Essay)

TOPICS COVERED

|30 March 2026

30Mar | Time management key
Y Y§e= Hoit 8
30Mar | From memory to archive, women'’s writing creates new ways to narrate

the past

Wﬁgsﬁmw,q@mﬁmmeﬁﬁaaﬁmmﬁ%waﬁ%
LGl

ent key

Human life and time are extremely precious because, un-
like material things that can be regained or replaced, time
once lost is gone forever. Effective time management is es-
sential for leading a purposeful and meaningful life. Vallu-
var says postponement, forgetfulness, laziness, and exces-
sive sleep lead to destruction of human life.

Managing time well through planning, prioritisation,
scheduling and avoiding delays and distractions is the
foundation for a productive and purposeful life. By orga-
nising responsibilities, we can make the most of our valua-
ble time. Thanneerpalli Sri Krishnan Swamy said in a dis-
course that, from a spiritual viewpoint, the productive use
of time means fulfilling duties, performing righteous ac-
tions (dharma), gaining wisdom, and maintaining an ele-
vated mind. Wasting time is, therefore, neglecting life’s
true purpose.

Many people spend most of their time pursuing worldly
pleasures such as material possessions, status, or enjoy-
ment. However, such experiences do not provide lasting
satisfaction or permanent results. Eventually, people real-
ise that what they once believed to be permanent is actual-
ly temporary. Realising later in life that time was spent on
temporary pursuits can bring regret or a sense of lost
meaning. Understanding life’s true purpose early helps
avoid this and encourages wise use of time. According to
spiritual philosophy, the human body is influenced by
three qualities: Saftva (purity and wisdom), Rajas (activity
and desire), and Tamas (ignorance and inertia). To attain
lasting happiness and spiritual growth, one must cultivate
Sattva guna while reducing influence of Rajas and Tamas.

30Mar. Time management key
Y Uae Holt 8

e Human life and time are extremely precious
because, unlike material things that can be regained or
replaced, time once lost is gone forever.

HMa Sia 3R T 3dd egdH ¢ Fife Hifds
Fegeft & faudta fo= g v I Sean o I 7, U
IR QI g3 IHT gHRM & g gt o g

o Effective time management is essential for
leading a purposeful and meaningful life.
THTA TG JaUH U -yl gﬁ?mﬁam—:ﬂa:rﬁﬂﬁés
foQ smaw® 5|

e Valluvar says postponement, forgetfulness,
laziness, and excessive sleep lead to destruction of
human life.

IR HEd ¢ [ TareId, YT, AR 3R rafiies
i T Siiae & 3T 3T HRUT A 6|

e Managing time well through planning,
prioritisation, scheduling and avoiding delays and
distractions is the foundation for a productive and
purposeful life.

Yo, yrufirear frufvor, g frefzor siv 3 aur

T YT A T9Td & ATeH I AT HT g1 TeeH Th SdTGH 3R AUl sfia &t g g

By organlsmg responsibilities, we can make the most of our valuable time.
HRb g AU HegaH YUY o1 FaraH SUTNT 6 Thd § |
Thanneerpalli Sri Krishnan Swamy said in a discourse that, from a spiritual viewpoint, the
productive use of time means fulfilling duties, performing righteous actions (dharma), gaining
wisdom, and maintaining an elevated mind.
ft FoH W 7 U6 Yaa § $al & sreanfdie ef®ir 3 999 &1 Ides
gtrqhao—cfm‘fww-—r, ¢1ffes Bt () AT, I UT BT 3R I AR U ST g
I
Wasting time is, therefore, neglecting life’s true purpose.

ZTT THY Fa1G BT Sl & GRAdP I Bl IUT BTG
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e Many people spend most of their time pursuing worldly pleasures such as material
possessions, status, or enjoyment.
H3 TN U BT JHg Wifare @t o Jufyy, ufamr ar e & We faard 71

e However, such experiences do not provide lasting satisfaction or permanent results.
gIefifos, TY SgHd RIT Fay a1 Rt uRome =781 &d |

e Eventually, people realise that what they once believed to be permanent is actually
temporary.
3fdd: TN THEd € foh o & Wit Ad ¥ 98 aRad | SRR g

o Realising later in life that time was spent on temporary pursuits can bring regret or a sense of
lost meaning.
S & S8 & TROTH I e BT (b JHT SRR Tisht § foraman T, uesarar a1 srfg=an
B YT T bl 3|

e Understanding life’s true purpose early helps avoid this and encourages wise use of time.
S & IR 35T DI Slec! AT 39 T | Heg Bl & IR 9T & fadwgRor IuaT
DI UicIed Bl 5|

e According to spiritual philosophy, the human body is influenced by three qualities: Sattva
(purity and wisdom), Rajas (activity and desire), and Tamas (ignorance and inertia).
SreATfare g=IF & IR, AHd IRR O TO1 F JHIfad 8T 8 v (ISl 3R FH), 39
(Ferareiiaar ok g=aT), 3R THH (3T 3R SIS |

e To attain lasting happiness and spiritual growth, one must cultivate Sattva guna while

reducing influence of Rajas and Tamas.

R G 3R e faery U o34 & e, fad o) W< 01 &1 96T ey 3R 39T
TYT THA & THTG ] HH BT AR

From memory to archive, women’s writing
creates new ways to narrate the past

Using literature, memoir, and ethnography, womens stories challenge male-dominated narratives; they reclaim history by turning personal memory

into a powerful record of lived experience and structural inequality

Uma Mahadevan-D:

ver the years, women’s writing
has engaged in both creative
expression and historical

excavation. Probing the gaps

and omissions in traditional

" historiography, it has produced new ways
to narrate, archive, and comprehend
individual and collective life. Weaving
strands from history, literature,
ethnography, and memoir, it unsettles the
boundaries between the subjective and
the analytical and challenges conventions
long shaped by institutional archives and
male-dominated narratives by bringing in
lived experience, especially that of
women.

In her Nobel Lecture, delivered in
2022, Annie Ernaux articulates this
project with powerful clarity: “I will write
to avenge my people.” For Ernaux, writing
is an instrument with which to strip off
surface layers and reveal deeper truths
about gender, class, and time. Reading
Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex, she
came to recognise that the world was
made “by men and for men.” Searingly
personal experiences — a backstreet
abortion, her father’s death, her mother’s
Alzheimer’s, and the relentless weight of
class — are crafted into narratives that go
far beyond the individual. “All these
factors,” she writes, “brought me back...to
my ‘people’, and gave my desire to write a
quality of secret and absolute urgency.”

Ernaux is sharply aware of the limits of
writing as a corrective to injustice.
Personal accomplishment cannot erase
centuries of oppression and humiliation,

of being “the last in a line of landless
labourers, factory workers and
shopkeepers, people despised for their
manners, their accent, their lack of
education.” Nevertheless, she can still
bear witness. Going beyond memoir, her
writing becomes a form of historical
witnessing in which memory operates as
an archive of loss and longing. Literature
is her “continent,” and her mission is
“nothing less than the possibility of
transfiguring reality.”

Documenting individual histories
Contemporary ethnographic work
similarly documents individual histories
in everyday lived experience. Asiya
Islam’s A Woman’s Job: Making Middle
Lives in New India follows the lives of
young lower-middle-class women through
education and employment in cafes and
call centres in globalising Delhi. At the
crossroads of modern aspirations and
traditional constraints, these young,
educated, urban women move in an
unstable middle space circumscribed by
expectations about caste, class, gender,
and sexuality.

Sheela, a café barista, has studied up to
Class 12 but could not go further due to a
lack of money. Her mother is a domestic
worker in multiple homes; her father is
unemployed. Knowing a few standard
English phrases — “Good morning,
sir/ma’am”; “What can I get for you?”;
“Have in or take away?” — she is aware of
her lack of options: “I'll continue here
because I'm unable to get out of it. If [
leave this, I'll have to sit at home.”

Jahnavi’s parents are presswallahs, like

her grandparents. She gets paid 39,000
per month but tells her family she gets
less, saving the rest. Fired from her first
job for “not talking nicely” to a male
manager, she now works at a specialty tea
café.

Ranjini juggles a 10-hour shift in a fast
food chain, a distance BCom, and
housework; she also wakes up early to
prepare for Delhi Police selections.

In these narratives of young women in
new India, ethnography makes visible
what is overlooked by dominant
narratives. These stories, while intensely
personal, also point to the structural.

Studying and writing history

The question of who writes and interprets
such histories remains key. This brings us
to another dimension of women’s
engagement with history: studying and
writing it. Women Writing History: Three
Generations, by Romila Thapar, Kumkum
Roy, and Preeti Gulati, brings together the
voices of three Indian women historians
across three generations.

Romila Thapar’s entry into the field of
history was accidental. Starting college in
Pune, her education was interrupted by
her family’s move to Delhi — it was
believed a young girl could not stay in a
college hostel in the 1950s. At the School
of Oriental and African Studies in
London, she was taught by Arthur
Basham. Reading de Beauvoir’s The
Second Sex was “a big milestone in terms
of how it anchored me.” Listening to Eric
Hobsbawm made her question who
writes history and why. London exposed
her to currents of change in the ideas of

Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon, Stuart Hall,
Raymond Williams, and others. She
became curious about the role of the
individual in history. This question led
her to research Ashoka, and her first book
was published in 1961. “There were no
book launches in those days, thank God.”

Kumkum Roy grew up in Calcutta amid
political discussions. College brought
freedom. Moving to Delhi in the 1970s was
different. The university included
impressive women faculty - Thapar, R.
Champakalakshmi, K. Meenakshi,
Shereen Ratnagar, and Suvira Jaiswal. But
a Sanskrit guru refused to teach Kumkum
Vedic Sanskrit as she was a woman.
Harassment was common on Delhi buses:
“We learnt to use our shoulder bags as
shields and our elbows as
weapons...Carefree commuting was out of
the question.”

She also experienced harassment
within the academic space. “I could not
help thinking about how slowly things
change, if at all they do.”

Preeti Gulati, too, recalls harassment
on the Metro. Within the family, too,
gender norms were slow to change: “My
Nani cried at the birth of every single girl
child.” Her interest in history began with
silences around the Partition in her own
family.

About her work as a historian, she
reflects: “I think I subconsciously refuse
to place gender at the forefront of my
research because it occupies so much of
my present and my everyday that I might
risk losing my mind if I give it more
space”

(Uma Mahadevan Dasgupta is in the IAS)

30Mar. From memory to archive, women’s writing creates new ways to narrate
the past

wfa T ifiea o, afgansit o1 d@q 3rdid & §a #1 & ¢ a8 a1 8

Over the years, women’s writing has engaged in both creative expression and historical
excavation

quf & IR, Afgensii &1 aw WA sfiyaafa ik efieiie @i Sl § Yau w81
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o Over the years, women’s writing has engaged in both creative expression and historical
excavation.
auf & GRM, Al &1 e TS Sifiafat iR tfeie @ie gl & dau @18 |

e Probing the gaps and omissions in traditional historiography, it has produced new ways to
narrate, archive, and comprehend individual and collective life.

D! W 3R el B S B §U, 39 AfrTd 3R AR Sl Bl

afofd, TR SR THEH & 7Y aXi [P Rid fPU 3|

o Weaving strands from history, literature, ethnography, and memoir, it unsettles the
boundaries between the subjective and the analytical and challenges conventions long
shaped by institutional archives and male-dominated narratives by bringing in lived
experience, especially that of women.
gfaem, Tt TAfaRH SR YR & dedl &l SSd U, I8 AfadRe® 3R faxavuners &
&g o1 Frsit B AN T 7 SR TRITTT HTCRE! 3R TEU-Te HUTHl gRT R IRoRT3H
oI Afiganstt & SHal & AIeaH ¥ geadl ]

¢ In her Nobel Lecture, delivered in 2022, Annie Ernaux articulates this project with powerful
clarity: “I will write to avenge my people.”

30 2022 & AIed AR H, T THT 3 39 IR &1 WE U § &9 o “H o= al &1
gdl oA o ferg fergtt”

e For Ernaux, writing is an instrument with which to strip o surface layers and reveal deeper
truths about gender, class, and time.

THT & g, e T U1 A1eAd € S 9dg! URdl & gela foT, Tt 3R |0 & TeX 9 &l
ISR FHRal 5 |

e Reading Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex, she came to recognise that the world was
made “by men and for men.’

R g SR &t ‘g Vs ART U, o1+ TSN b gHaT “TIuI gRT 3R Yol & fore
CEICRIEE]

e Searingly personal experiences — a backstreet abortion, her father’'s death, her mother’s
Alzheimer’s, and the relentless weight of class — are crafted into narratives that go far
beyond the individual.
neésaﬁma 3HT — T wfuTa, fordr 3 Jog, T 1 oo™, 3R o BT Ay — U
HYUFD! T 9Gd 9I1d § Sl AT & TR 91 g |

o “All these factors,” she writes, “brought me back...to my ‘people’, and gave my desire to write
a quality of secret and absolute urgency.”
31 9 SR - G TR AN & U aro AT SR IR e 1 587 1 o 3R i Sest
&1 f&an,” 9% foradt B

e Ernauxis sharply aware of the limits of writing as a corrective to injustice.
THT ARg &t ATATef & wel-Hifa uikfad § o g o &1 Ot ave QuR =gt wehd|

e Personal accomplishment cannot erase centuries of oppression and humiliation, of being “the
last in a line of landless labourers, factory workers and shopkeepers

mmm%%m Tt 9l AR gPTIERY & Safie ok s
! foreT 81 Fobdl|

o Nevertheless, she can still bear witness.
fih +ft, a8 1eT TRgd R Wbl

e Going beyond memoir, her writing becomes a form of historical witnessing in which memory
operates as an archive of Ioss and longing.

TR Y 3 F3d gY, 3] R CfagTiRIe |1eq &1 F0 o od 8, o |fa &1 3ik
3T &AM <hT 3ifireRg s STl &1

e Literature is her “continent,” and her mission is “nothing less than the possibility of
transe guring reality.”

e ST “HETGIT B, 3R IhT Ie T “IRAfdehdl P gga- Pt YHEAT I HH 8l gl

Documenting individual histories

AR SfAgT BT TS BT
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Contemporary ethnographic work similarly documents individual histories in everyday lived
experience.

T Jaurfas v ¢ Sita & sryal I aafaara 3foe™ &) af FRar g

Asiya Islam’s A Woman’s Job: Making Middle Lives in New India follows the lives of
young lower-middle-class women through education and employment in cafes and call
centres in globalising Delhi.

SITRIYT $XTH B T IATH Sifq: AT frsa argen 39 =g 3f3ar Ifioxu & &R & et o
& IR Hid Yo & HTH R Tt FH-Teqd I &1 ARG & Sia- BT STER0T BT ¢ |

At the crossroads of modern aspirations and traditional constraints, these young, educated,
urban women move in an unstable middle space circumscribed by expectations about caste,
class, gender, and sexuality.

3y rmepianail 3R yRuRe Fwrait & &, 3 gar, Rifd afeart sfa, o, fom oiw
Aifrmar ot semalf I R sifeR Ry AR 7

Sheela, a café barista, has studied up to Class 12 but could not go further due to a lack of
money.

N, T S IR, 3 BT 12 TP UGTs I §, Al U D1 HH! & HRUT 3 gl Ug Tabl |
Her mother is a domestic worker in multiple homes; her father is unemployed.

IGD! AT B W T TG PIAIR §; ITP T RIFR B |

Knowing a few standard English phrases — “Good morning, sirfma’am”; “What can | get for
you?”; “Have in or take away?” — she is aware of her lack of opt|ons

$S AT 3FST AR S & Saulg — T8 AT, “FT Qil?”, “Ug! @Idi a1 o e’ —
I8 30 Wit fawedt ¥ uRfad g

“I'll continue here because I'm unable to get out of it. If | leave this, I'll have to sit at home.”
T gt HTH IRY TG 1P T 3T STER 8] Fiohel Yol PR H S BIS ¢, 1 §9 TR 961
TS

Jahnavi’'s parents are presswallahs, like her grandparents.

STt & HTa-fudT SaTel €, S I9% algl-arl Al

She gets paid ¥9,000 per month but tells her family she gets less, saving the rest.

3 £9,000 Ufd AT e €, AT 98 310 URGR &1 ¥ Fai g 3R J1d! Sard g

Fired from her (7 rst job for “not talking nicely” to a male manager, she now works at a
specialty tea café.

Tgal Abe] § “3ld J 1 7 BT & PRI HBA S & 916, I 316 Th WRIferdt & s
HH B 5|

Ranjini juggles a 10-hour shift in a fast food chain, a distance BCom, and housework; she
also wakes up early to prepare for Delhi Police selections.

IR U 10 B B R, fERT BCom, 3R TR P S B! T 7; I8 et gfery =a=
FI AR & o Sfedt Iacit g |

In these narratives of young women in new India, ethnography makes visible what is
overlooked by dominant narratives.

gﬁmaﬁﬂmmﬁaﬁﬁwﬁ@rﬁ TR I Sl BT SOR IRl & e Tga
HYUTT ST PRl |
These stories, while intensely personal, also point to the structural.

q FHEIIT AT 8 & STaS[g WAATHD Tg sl i 3R Hf Javd Bl Bl

Studying and writing history

i8I BT g iR A

The question of who writes and interprets such histories remains key.

T 3fae™ B BIF fRraaT 3TR SIRe $3dT 8, I8 UY He@qul a1 gar |

This brings us to another dimension of women’s engagement with history: studying and
writing it.

ﬁﬁgﬂ%mqq%mﬁﬁwﬂaﬁ%wsﬁiwwéw% IGBT T 3R
|

Women Writing History: Three Generations, by Romila Thapar, Kumkum Roy, and
Preeti Gulati, brings together the voices of three Indian women historians across three
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generations.

AT YTIR, FHPH T 3R W [T HY JxdH ‘Women Writing History: Three
Generations’ 119 gl &t YR AT 3SR Bt STaTsl &I T 1Y ATl g |
Romila Thapar’s entry into the field of history was accidental.

AT YTUR &7 S8 & &F T UaxT STh I Tl

Starting college in Pune, her education was interrupted by her family’'s move to Delhi — it
was believed a young girl could not stay in a college hostel in the 1950s.

Ul T Dics] L= HRA & d1e, 3 IRAR o feeelt o J 3761 Ugls a11erd g1 T — HHT S
YT fF 1950 & SRP H TH TSP HlaS gied § gl g bl

At the School of Oriental and African Studies in London, she was taught by Arthur
Basham.

®a- & School of Oriental and African Studies # 3= 3R ST2MW 3 Ugm|

Reading de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex was “a big milestone in terms of how it anchored

me.
2 SISAR B “The Second Sex’ UgT 3% fo1T “UH F3T HId BT TR UTI
Listening to Eric Hobsbawm made her question who writes history and why.
TR gieaary & Ao 351 Urd foh 3fagr &I forgdr 8 3fiR & |
London exposed her to currents of change in the ideas of Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon,
Stuart Hall, Raymond Williams, and others.
T A 3¢ TH AAW, Wieed B, ¥g3rd gia, vrs faferny SR faare! & foart @ uRfaa
DRI
She became curious about the role of the individual in history.
32 gfoera & aufa &) Yy & ufa R gs)
This question led her to research Ashoka, and her first book was published in 1961.
T UIE A I8 3ARMP W MY B & forg IR v, 3R I ugaht s 1961 H UHIRIG
ERlere were no book launches in those days, thank God.”
3 el pIg g farem 761 81d 3, WaH ST YH -1
Kumkum Roy grew up in Calcutta amid political discussions.
PUGH 9 DT UI--UIY0l HeAHdT § oD aaisf & ord gofl|
College brought freedom.
ISSEESRERICAT
Moving to Delhi in the 1970s was different.
1970 & &1 H feell ST SITRT 3y Tl
The university included impressive women faculty — Thapar, R. Champakalakshmi, K.
Meenakshi, Shereen Ratnagar, Suvira Jaiswal.

fayfaeera & gumasimel Afgar el ¥ ¥R, 3R, dudasH, . di-reh, Rré @R, g
SrHare e i

But a Sanskrit guru refused to teach Kumkum Vedic Sanskrit as she was a woman.
AP U WP d 7o A PHGH B! Al TXpd U™ I 71 I foar Fifes ag wiger off |
Harassment was common on Delhi buses.

feecht 9t s & Iafis oma unl

“We learnt to use our shoulder bags as shields and our elbows as weapons...Carefree
commuting was out of the question.”

T 30 T B T 3R BIg-1 DI GRAR B ARG ST BT i, .= et & amm o
THa gl UTl”

She also experienced harassment within the academic space.

I Sfpreftie & 7 it Iafie &1 I 31 US|

“I could not help thinking about how slowly things change, if at all they do.”

H g I T Ge I A 8! TS o Il et R Igereht &, 3R Sgadt M g1”

Preeti Gulati, too, recalls harassment on the Metro.

i et +ft At 3 Iafied & g FRA B

Within the family, too, gender norms were slow to change.

IRaR & iR 1t offie aFcs efk-oft sead 3

“My Nani cried at the birth of every single girl child.”

T AT &R AS P b o H TR A A1
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Her interest in history began with silences around the Partition in her own family.
e o 39! 3 396 IRAR # faUe= I I3 9ol 9 = g3
About her work as a historian, she reflects: “I think | subconsciously refuse to place gender at
the forefront of my research because it occupies so much of my present and my everyday
that | might risk losing my mind if | give it more space.”

R & =0 H B P IR 7 98 Hodl 5. “H faid ¥ I fART 1 oo My & Hg 1
TG Y Sl g i T8 HR adHH SR e Sitad # 3o 3l & b SR # 58 SR swg g
T 3O AR T @ gt g7
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